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 Is the site located in the shoreline jurisdiction? 

Box 2: The SMP 

regulations apply to new 

agricultural activities on 

non-agricultural land.   

Note some development 

activities may be exempt 

from the shoreline 

substantial development 

permit requirements.   

Definitions 

 

Agricultural  Activities: means agricultural uses and practices including, but not limited 

to: Producing, breeding, or increasing agricultural products; rotating and changing 

agricultural crops; allowing land used for agricultural activities to lie fallow in which it is 

plowed and tilled but left unseeded; allowing land used for agricultural activities to lie 

dormant as a result of adverse agricultural market conditions; allowing land used for 

agricultural activities to lie dormant because the land is enrolled in a local, state, or federal 

conservation program, or the land is subject to a conservation easement; conducting 

agricultural operations; maintaining, repairing, and replacing agricultural equipment; 

maintaining, repairing, and replacing agricultural facilities, provided that the replacement 

facility is no closer to the shoreline than the original facility; and maintaining agricultural 

lands under production or cultivation. RCW 90.58.065(2)(a). 

Agricultural Land: means those specific land areas on which agriculture activities are 
conducted.  RCW 90.58.065(2)(d). 

Critical Areas: means lands with natural hazards that support certain unique, fragile or 

valuable resource areas, including wetlands; areas with a critical recharging effect on aquifers 

used for potable water; fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas; frequently flooded areas; 

and geologically hazardous areas. Buffers adjacent to a critical that may also be restricted 

from specific building and development activities.  See  KCC Title 17A, RCW 36.70A.030

(5), and WAC 173-26-020(8).  

Shoreline Jurisdiction:  The area to which the shoreline master program applies, including, 

for Kittitas County, rivers and streams with more than 20 cubic feet per second mean annual 

flow; lakes and reservoirs greater than 20 acres in area; wetlands associated with those water 

bodies; and shorelands adjacent to these water bodies extending 200 feet.  See maps of the 

Kittitas shoreline jurisdiction on the County’s SMP update website. See  RCW 90.58.030. 

Shoreline Master Program (SMP):  The comprehensive use plan for shorelines, developed 

according to the Shoreline Management Act and the applicable guidelines.  The Kittitas 

County SMP was adopted in 1975 and applies throughout the County, and in the Cities of 

Ellensburg and Cle Elum, and in the Town of South Cle Elum.  An SMP update is in 

progress, which will result in the adoption of a regional SMP and individual SMPs for each 

jurisdiction. See also WAC 173-26-020 (24)(a). 

Voluntary Stewardship Program (VSP): Agricultural, environmental, and tribal 

representatives worked on a new, alternative approach to critical areas protection for 

agricultural activities that the Legislature adopted in 2011 (ESHB 1886 ). The legislation for 

this new, alternative approach is codified in RCW 36.70A , the Growth Management Act, as 

the "Voluntary Stewardship Program" (VSP). 

How to apply the Voluntary Stewardship Program, Shoreline Master 

Program, and Critical Areas Ordinance  in Kittitas County  
 

The Voluntary Stewardship Program (VSP) establishes a new approach for regulating critical areas on land 

used for agricultural activities.  It can be difficult to know how the VSP overlaps with other regulatory programs, such as the 

shoreline master program.  This flowchart helps identify which regulations to apply. Terms in bold are defined below. Graphic 

examples are on page 2. 

Box 1:  The SMP does 

not require modification 

of or limit agricultural 

activities occurring on 

agricultural lands, even if 

those lands include critical 

areas.  

Nothing in  RCW 

90.58.065 limits or 

changes the terms of  

RCW 90.58.030(3)(e)(iv) 

related to exemptions 

from the shoreline 

substantial development 

requirement.   

Box 3:  The VSP applies to critical areas regulation.   

VSP regulations will be adopted in Title 17B when 

funding is available.  Until final VSP regulations are 

adopted, existing Title 17A  critical areas regulations 

apply. See Box 5 regarding interim regulations. 

Box 5: Lands used for agricultural activities are 

subject to existing Title 17A.  Upon adoption of an 

updated Title 17A, existing Title 17A will be 

renamed as Title 17B and retained for continued 

regulation of critical areas until VSP critical area 

regulations are adopted.  In the event that VSP 

regulations are adopted, future updates will be 

made to the CAO for agricultural activities. 

YES NO 

The VSP does not apply within the shoreline jurisdiction.  RCW 36.70A.705.  

The SMP does apply.  RCW 90.58.065.  Does the proposed or existing 

development meet the definition of  agricultural activities?  

Does the proposed or existing development meet the 

definition of  agricultural activities?  

The SMP 

applies. 

SMP, VSP, and Critical 

Areas Ordinance do not 

apply.   

Is the proposed or existing development  located in the Upper Yakima or 

the Alkali-Squilchuck watershed?  See map at left  from CDS staff report. 

Has the VSP received funding and been 

implemented? 
Go to Box 4 

YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 

START 

Does the site contain critical areas? 

YES NO 

Box 4:  The VSP will not apply to 

this proposal.  Critical areas are 

regulated by Title 17A, the 

County’s critical areas ordinance.   

Is the proposed or existing development 

occurring on agricultural land? 

YES NO 
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Exhibit 2: Aerial Map of Kittitas County showing the interplay of shoreline jurisdiction (purple) and wetland critical   

areas (green).   

Minimum Shoreline Jurisdiction 

Mapped Critical Areas (wetlands) 

Agricultural activities on land including a 

critical area, but outside the shoreline 

jurisdiction.  If located within the Upper 

Yakima or the Alkali-Squilchuck watershed, 

see Box 3; otherwise see Box 4. 

Agricultural activities 

within the shoreline 

jurisdiction where 

critical areas are not 

present. For existing 

agricultural activities, 

see Box 1.  For new 

agricultural activities, 

see Box2. 

Exhibit 1: The graphics below correspond to Box 1 thru Box 5 on the previous page.   

Critical Area 

Graphic Examples for Applying Voluntary Stewardship Program, Shoreline Master Program, 

and Critical Areas Ordinance in Kittitas County  

Agricultural activities within the shoreline 

jurisdiction where critical areas are present. 

For existing ag activities, see Box 1.  For      

new ag activities, see Box 2. 


