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Introductions 



Public 
Comment 

http://blogs.cornell.edu/problemsolved/files/2013/05/microphone-1z3zwxk.jpg


The Basics 
 What are critical areas? 
 
 What does the Growth Management Act (GMA) 

require the County to do about them? 
 

 What is Best Available Science (BAS)? 
 
 How does the Critical Areas Ordinance (CAO) 

relate to the Shoreline Master Program (SMP)?  
 



Critical Areas 

Critical Aquifer  
Recharge Areas   

Fish & Wildlife Habitat 
Conservation Areas   

Wetlands Frequently Flooded Areas 

Geologically 
Hazardous Areas 



Protect Critical Area 
Functions and Values  

WAC 365-190-080(1) 

Use Best Available Science 
WAC 365-190-080(2) 

Consider Critical Area Conflicts 
When Making Decisions  

WAC 365-196-485(4)  

Give Special Consideration to 
Preservation and Enhancement of 

Anadromous Fisheries 
WAC 365-196-485(3)(d) 



What is  
“Best Available Science?” 

Developed using a valid 
scientific process  
 

 Clear methods 
 Logical conclusions 
 Peer review  
 

WAC 365-195-905 



What isn’t  
“Best Available Science?” 

Does not include: 
 Anecdotal information 
 Non expert opinion 
 Hearsay 

 



Critical Areas 
Ordinance  

Shoreline Master 
Program 



Status Update 
 What has the County already done? 
 
 What has the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 

already done? 
 

 What is left to do? 
 
 How can the Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) 

help? 
 







Review BAS Report and Recommendations 

Draft Proposed Regulations/Policies 

Make Recommendations on Regulations/Policies 

Environmental Review on Regulations/Policies 

Adopt Updated Regulations/Policies 

= CAC ROLE 



Best Available Science Report 
 What is in the report? 
 Critical area inventory and maps 
 Summary of relevant science 
 Recommendations for code update 
 

 How will the report be used? 
 As scientific basis for code revisions 
 As evidence of compliance with BAS requirement 
 

 Will there be opportunities to change the report? 
 New information meeting criteria 
 Errors 



Policy 
Discussion 
 What general 

critical areas 
policies does the 
County have 
now? 

 
 How can/should 

we amend those 
policies?  

 







New Policies 
 

GPO 2.79 Use best available science to regulate 
development in a manner that balances protection of 
property rights and human health and safety with 
protection of critical area functions and values.   
 
  
GPO 2.80  Minimize current and future land use 
incompatibilities in and around critical areas.  
 
 
GPO 2.81 Evaluate opportunities to use nonregulatory 
measures, such as public education and transfer of 
development rights, to protect and enhance critical 
areas.    



Next 
Steps 
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