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KITTITAS COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
2006 Comprehensive Plan Amendment and Update 
Wednesday, September 27, 2006 - 6:30 PM – Commissioners Auditorium 

MINUTES 
 
 
I. Call to Order. 
 
Chairman Black called the special meeting of the Planning Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.  
 
Those present: Chairman David Black, Grant Clark, Don Williamson, Scott Pernaa, and 
Doug Harris. 
 
Also present:  Community Development Services Director Darryl Piercy, Assistant 
Director Alison Kimball, Staff Planners Joanna Valencia, Scott Turnbull and Patrick 
Butler, Clerk of the Board Susan Barret and approximately 25 people representing 
public and applicant interests.  
 
Black stated that this evenings meeting will be for Planning Commission deliberation 
and decision only.  He reviewed the Scope of Work as listed in resolution number 2005-
148.  He then read from a letter received by the Planning Commission. “How are any of 
the proposed changes going to be considered, let alone adopted when there is no 
specific language before the Planning Commission during the deliberations? Is it fair or 
proper that the public has no ability to comment on such language prior to action by the 
Planning Commission assuming it may yet be drafted?” Black stated this ought to be in 
the record and that he agreed that whatever is passed forward ought to be available to 
the community to discuss and comment upon. 
  
 
II.  Correspondence 
 
Black read into the record the letter from the City of Ellensburg’s Planning Commission.  
Attached hereto and incorporated herein is a copy of that letter.  Darryl Piercy stated 
that the city and the county have jointly applied for grant from the Community Trade and 
Economic Development State Agency for joint planning within the Urban Growth Area 
boundaries. Black asked Piercy to draft a letter stating that the Planning Commission 
would be in favor of such a meeting.  
 
III. Comprehensive Plan Updates 
 
Black stated that the comprehensive plan updates will be addressed this evening 
chapter by chapter, with the exception of the RLAC recommendations, chapter 2 Land 
Use and chapter 8 Rural Lands which will be addressed tomorrow, Thursday, 
September 28. 
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Piercy stated that the written analysis of the Planning Commissions recommendation, 
both a clean version and a red line version, will be available to the public, tentatively, by 
Monday, October 2, 2006. 
 
Karen Paulson, 3591 Tjossem Road, member of the RLAC and KC Farm Bureau 
asked to have these topics deliberated on today as she and other interested parties 
have a conflict with Thursday.  Black denied the request. 
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E. CAPITAL FACILITIES PLAN - Chapter 5  
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G. MANDATORY ELEMENTS- RECREATION AND PARKS 
 
Black introduced the topic by stating that staff intends to use the county recreation 
plan/outdoor recreation inventory. Piercy stated that there are a couple of things that 
need to be included in this element.  The inventory which was developed and adopted 
by the county, the other is the recognition of an established parks and recreation district 
in the upper county that was approved by a vote of the people.  One of the GPOs that 
should be included is to seek cooperative effort when possible through land use 
regulations to provide assistance in creating facilities for the parks and recreation 
district. Black stated that staff will have the GPOs available by Monday for public review 
and comment. 
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Black stated that there are two chapters remaining for deliberation and decision for 
Thursday and asked Piercy to speak to the upcoming expectations. Piercy stated that 
his hope is to have a complete draft of the Planning Commissions actions and 
recommendations for Monday, October 2, 2006 for public review and comment. The 
challenge in this is the Planning Commissions request for staff to do some interpretation 
and word smithing to reflect the intent of the Planning Commission. He would like to feel 
confident that they have indeed captured the intent of their collective thoughts by having 
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the Planning Commission review the draft before releasing it to the public and 
forwarding it on to the Board of County Commissioners.  Black stated that the Planning 
Commission would prefer to have more time to review the document in full and 
suggested that they reassemble next Thursday, October 5, 2006 for an opportunity to 
discuss anything of question before acceptance of their recommendations. 
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