
COMMISSIONERS I MINUTES
KTTTITAS CO['NTY, VilASHINGTON

I{EBEX
SPECIAL MEETING

TT'ESDAY 2 :00 P.M

Board members present via WebEx: Chairman
Chairman Laura Osiadacz; and Commissioner

DECEMBER 15, 2O2O

Brett Wachsmith; Vice-
Cory Wright.

Others: Julie Kjorsvik, Clerk of the Board; Mandy Buchholz, Deputy
Cferk of the Board II; Neil Caufkins, Deputy Prosecutor,' Doug
Fessler, Network Administrator; Benjamin West, Director of Airport
Operatj-ons,' Ken Grannan, Airport Coordinator; Dan Carlson, CDS
Director; and approxlmately 15 members of the public.

This meeting was provided to the public via WebEx and they were
previously notified on the Agenda as to where they could access and
provide public comments.

PT'BLIC HEARING ABERLE AG LEASE AIRPORT

At 2200 p.m. CHAIRIIAII I{ACHSMITH opened a Public Hearing to consider
amending Dennis and Jay Aberle's Agriculture Lease.

KEN GRAI'IINAN, AIRPORT COORDINATOR provided a Staff Report and detail-s
of a proposed Amendment to an Agrlcul-ture Lease between Kittltas
County and Dennis and Jay Aberle for a 1-year extension from
December L, 2020, to November 30, 2021,.

THERE BEING NO ONE REQI'ESTING TO TESTIFY, THE PI'BLIC COMMENT PORTION
OF THE HEJARING WAS CLOSED.

RESOLUTTON 2020-211 ABERLE AG LEJASE AIRPORT

VfCE-CIIAIRMAII OSIADACZ moved to approve Resolution No. 2020-2II,
Anending the Aberle Grazrnq Lease and to authorize the Chalrman to
sign the Lease Amendment. COMMISSIONER WRIGHT seconded. Motion
carried 3-0.

PI'BLIC HEJARING BI,AZING TREE CATTLE CO. AG LEASE AIRPORT

At 2209 p.m.
amending the

from December I, 2020, through November 30, 2021,.

L2/L5/2O20 MTNUTES I

CHAIR!4AII I{ACHSMITH opened a Public Hearing to consider
Blazing Tree Cattle Company Agriculture Lease.

KEN GRjAI{NAII, AIRPORT COORDINATOR provided a Staff Report and details
of a proposed Amendment to an Agriculture Lease between Kittitas
County and the BLazing Tree Cattle Company, for a 1-year extension
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THERE BEING NO ONE
HEJARING WAS CLOSED

At 2:L3 p.m. CIIAIRIfA}I WACHSMITH opened
amending the Victor Strand Agriculture

REQITESTING TO TESTTFY, THE PttBLrC PORTTON OF THE

RESOLUTTON 2020-2L2 BI,AZING TREE CATTLE COMPA}IY AIRPORT

VICE-CHAIRIIAII OSIADACZ moved to approve Resolution No. 2020-212,
Amending the Blazing Tree Cattfe Company Grazinq Lease, and to
authorize the Chairman to sign the Lease Amendment. COMMISSIONER
I{RIGHT seconded. Motion carried 3-0.

PT'BLIC HEARING STRA}ID AG LEASE ATRPORT

a Public Hearing to consider
Lease.

KEN GRiAfiINAlI, AIRPORT COORDINATOR provided a Staff Report and details
of a proposed Amendment to an Agriculture Lease between Kittitas
County and Victor Strand, for a 1-year extensj-on from December !,
2020, through November 30, 202L. He provided information on a water
right that runs inside the aeronautical fence that provides water to
the land currently feased by the Strands and access.

THOSE PRESENT e TESTIFYING: JOHN REEVES said he appreciated the
County taking the opportunity to work on better usage of water.
VICTOR STRjAIID said they have been leaslng from the airport for over
35 years and reviewed several issues he has relating to the proposed
language in the lease including a 3% increase in rent. He also
commented on the issues relating water and lrrigation issues, ds
well as how the value of acreage needs to be considered. LINDA
STRAIID said there needed to be a difference between scheduled
butchering and emergency ki1ls as they are not able to give 48-hour
notice at times, and during calving season, and they try to get them
the farthest away from the airfield as possible. THERE BEING NO
oTHERS REQTESTING TO TESTIFY, THE pttBLIC PORTTON OF THE HE]ARING ?IAS
CLOSED.

MR. GRiAfiINAII responded to concerns and said he met with the Strands
and understands some of their issues and explained how their intent
was to mitigate water. The Board had additional questions relating
to water and the Kittitas Recl-amation District and would like
additional time before making a decision.

CHAIRMAI{ WACHSMITH moved to continue the Pub1ic Hearing to January
5, 202I, dt 2:00 p.m. notj-ng the record was cl-osed. COMMISSIONER
OSIADACZ seconded. Motion carried 3-0.

PI'BLIC HEARING IIARIAT{I MBADOTVS

2t2/L5/2O20 MTNUTES

cDs



At 2:34 p.m. CHAIRIIAI{ }IACHSMITH opened the Public Hearing continued
from October 6, 2020, to consider the Marian Meadows Development
Agreement. He noted the record was cl-osed.

COMMISSIONER OSIADACZ announced she would be recusing herself
the Pubflc Hearing due to the Appearance of Fairness Doctrlne
feft the meeting.

from
and

DAII CARLSON, CDS DIRECTOR said there was
Public Hearing and record was previously

nothlng new added since the
closed.

COMMISSfONER I{RIGHT reviewed Sections 6, 'l , & B mitigation measures
and asked Staff to clarlfy some of the provisions relating to the
Easton Water District, and Easton School District. He said he could
not find any record of any discussions with the Fire District. MR.
CARLSON said he was not able to find anything in the record that
shows that the applicant had contacted the Fire District, ds
requlred.

COMMISSIONER WRIGHT moved to remand the proposed Marian Meadows
Development Agreement back to the appficant for discussion on
mitigation for impacts to Easton Fire Distrlct #3 under Section 6
CIIAIRIIAII WACHSMITH seconded.

COMMISSIONER WRIGHT expressed his appreciation to everyone who
participated in the process. He felt it was important to try and
balance the needs of the community with the project, and that it was
important to show there was work done on both sides in order to have
some type of negotiated agreement from the beginning. Motion carrled

The meeting was adjourned at 2:51 p.m
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