Hon, Board of aaﬁéyagm&s#g&; -Of Kings@ountypisa miaon, o Rhe. rouss
ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂgnﬁ FALE needed chimgs ad - am . guite eonfident that one

446 Al & quarier. of _.f..,k_ﬁnw%?w hand you my statement of labor payr-'- .
formed, and money, provisions end’ 00ls recelved In the improverent of - |
the gﬁ#ﬂﬁaﬁ‘%yiﬁv A% high wikays, B s e g "l _

- T'began i&i« ‘on the' third day ﬁ% June, gm and elosed @?Eﬁ 25rd
day of g?;&:ﬁ ‘T made 412 Teet of bridges and put down over 1200 feat
of corduroy, made 3040 Taeat of naw road’ and removed A uw._.mc amount of
Foik R AT roM, SHERAATONOD BINBYEGTS TOek york and cerduroy amtAl I

T conmenced work on the left side or rather bank of the Yakima River,
or outlet of Take Kicheles, in Kittitas 3..9»% © Around the shora oF the
lake T had a great amount of rosk work te do, there being many dangerous
places in thé road, In fact, 1t took Just A month to complate the work.
avolind’ the p&ﬁ " Phen & 'half mile west of the lake the old rond crossed
Rocky Run and was excsedingly bad, to avold whiech I made & eut off of ©
1850 feet, made a 75 foot bridge and wpmuwﬁ ford over the east hranch of
the _awgm_ﬁ | Inst west of the 4 mile treée, I'made two bridges and put down
a guantity ofaorduroy, then & 40 foot bridge, all in the valley of Gold
oresk, The arossing of Gold ﬁuam!u_ in high water is dangerous and in fact
impossible in extreme high water, I did 11 n eould to improve the ford
by shooting two logs whiech wers in the water near the west bank, Just #e
awﬁéia &wa ﬁgag I made more cordurcy and improved the crossing uﬁ an
old channel of Gold Groek, then ¥ mile west made &nother bridge;’ gaﬂ
rock Work to the mumilt, the dlviding Aine betwsen the two sountles, and
down the xﬁa side to the Tirst crossing of the Sonth Pork of the Sno=
qitidmle River, There T ‘found the river was eutting the' rond mway, and
from every appearance one more winter and the road would be destroyed.

o T though best to cut a jam which was the eruse of the injury to the
_.m.w,wﬁ “T'put’ the’ pen Bt work sand accomplished the work at a cost of ﬁgﬁ
fiftaen dollars, which ontlay will save two or three hundired a@u_ﬁﬁa

S palse wish to eall your attention to the fact that there is a good
practicable way to avold the two upper erossings or the ﬁiﬁiw&g
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doing will &lgo avoid two bad hills, I mads an examination of the route
necessary to makae this much needed changs and an quits confident that one
mile and & gquarter of new road will be all that & is needed to maks thias
improvement, EBoth o7 these crossings are bad by reason of many bouldars
and in faot are impassable at high water,

Then proceseding wwnsm wast from ths mlddle erossing the work was
aﬁuwpw_wpﬁnqusm roek until I reached what is known &s the "Hump-backeéd
Bridge,® which I repaired and made a new bridge 75 feet long across tho
weat branch of the smme oreek; then more rock work and cordurey mntil I
reached the small creek Jjust esct of ths 15 mile hridge. I made a 58 foot
bridge over this ersek and replaced the corduroy hetween the two bridges;
repaired the 15 mils bridge, made new erib, one 44 foot stringer, three
new 24 foot atringers, new mud sills and shear hoom to protect the cribas.
In short, the bridge is now in as good or betisr condition than ever
vafore, I found a good ford a short distance above the brldge which can
bs used any time whon it is possible to use the road, and would racomnmend
that it be put in shepe to bs used in case of any ascident %o the bridge.

Qoming west one mile, I found a long pilece of road where the mud was
very deep and getting deeper by the constant nﬂm¢mw. fio T made camp and
put down neariy 1,000 feat of sorduroy. Then moved GEmp t0 the Baxter
dubin just west of the %6 nile tree, Then I finished up by taking the
stones out of the two long hills west of the oabin and soue aw,nwo inrgast
wm#wmwwmﬂu w«wwaﬂow of Grouse Ridge, and would have taken more out but
that the constant rains had made 1t impossible to keep the powder dry, and
aawuwsﬁaauww it would not work sava_ Speaking of the rain, I would say
that it was a great hindrance to the work, causing the loss of several
nwwr.

In conelusion, 1 would most earnestly recomcend the change of tha
road so as to avold the two upper erossings of the river and a changs of
the road on Salals wshnw»a go a8 to Avoid mamxun Ridge. The proper
routs would be to follow the middle fork road for & distance and then
make side hill grade and strike the road near Grindstons eresk, zwwuum_
aheut one and one half miles of new road msm saving as mush in distance
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and a«wua»;m the long pull up Perkiuns Back RBone or Grouse Ridge, s now
called,

I find the topography of the country on tha eart side is sush thas
in waaw«»um tha road there was not much a:aunam.»a had to be put where it
now 18, But on the west side there is chance for a choise, and nnfortu-
nataly 1n some plaeces & bad choice has besn made, nosably the two piasas
mantioned mwo«ow

As to travel, I kept tally while on the road and found that Trom the
time travel commenced until I elosed work 94 wagons and earriages had
passed over the road, 1148 horsss had erossed the mountains, and the
travel has continued unabated up to the pressnt time, 80 that nearly two
hundred wagons have aﬁaaaaaw Paople cameé in thalr covered wagons from
Michigan and many points swmnr I estinate fully 19/20 of those crossing
coms to make homes in the Puget Sound valley, and that of itself is ziffi-
cient incentive to psopls on the west aide to make a united sffort to put
the road in first class aﬂmﬂm. Of eourse you wﬁaosm«ww& that with $2000,
lass tools and provisions, I could only strike the worat placss in 27
miles of mountain roadl The swm should he ten times as much and then we
ecould have & road in falr namnanwaﬁr

I find that the labor in Kittitas Oounty mmowunted £0 ADONT meven
hundred and fifty nine dollars and that porformed in King County %o six
hundred and forty five zowwmﬂuw Hot but what the road in King Jounty
needed more work to put it in & passable condition, but there wems more
dangerous places on the road in Kitsitas County then there were in King
Sounty, and I felt it my first duty to make the road safe to 1lifs and
limb, regardless of which county the work might have to be dons in %o put
1t in a safe condition, Furthermore I was laboring under the beilef that
the State appropriation was for the Snoqualnle Pass Road and not for any
particular nozsnww .

Respectfully submitted,
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