
TKITTITAS COU!{TY
CDS STI'DY SESSION MINIXIES

EOMMISSIONERS' AT'DITORII'M, 2O5 WEST 5Ih ROOM 109
Special Meetsing

MOIIDAY 10: 00 AItl May 29, 2025

Board members present: Chair Laura Osiadacz, Vice-Chair Cory Wright and

Commissioner BreLt wachsmith.

Others: Chad Ba1a, Laura Kukes and Shannon .fohnson, Community Development

Services; Stephanie Hartung, Prosecuting Attorney's Office, and one (1)

member of the Public.

At 10:00 am Chair Osiadacz opened the Community Development Serrrices Study

Session.

CITIZEN COMME!{TS

Pat Kelleher, 5530 Wilson creek Road, Ellensburg, WA, introduced himself at
the podium and spoke against the hiring/creating of Lhe new position, and

discussed his concerns about county budget, and lack of cost information for
the position.

I,,AI{D USE & RECRE.LTION PI.ANNER POSITXON

cDS Director chad Bala presented his staff reporL and provided background

history. He had previously presented the position to the Board at the cDS

Study Session on April 1-4th, 2025. At the conclusion of the discussion,
Director Bala offered to continue working with DPW and HR on the details of
this position, and commissioners proposed that he continue to refine the

scope, responsibilities and funding, then bring back at a May 2025 CDS Study

session. Director Bala noted that he and DPW Director 'fosh Fredrickson had

continued to work together to refine the detai1s of the position and had come

to an agreement. He explained further the need for the position and that both

he and Director Fredrickson are in favor of moving forward with the position.
He welcomed Commissioner feedback and guestions. Chair Osiadacz discussed

IJodging Tax funding options, and asked questions concerning essential job

duties for the position. Director Bala asked for clarification from the Board

to ensure that the direction is to move forward with the next steps including
HR and the Auditor's office. Vice-Chair Wright discussed his support for this
position and clarified how various funding scenarios could work for this
role. He noted the way we've tailored this position; it can fulfiIl both land

use and recreation duties. Commissioner Wachsmith was in support and

confident in finding funding sources. Chair Osiadacz confirmed the direction
to move forward.

2025 YE.AR TO DATE CODE ENFORCEMENT UPDATE

CDS Director Chad Bala opened the discussion to bring the Board an update on

code enforcement and provided some background information on the hard work
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his Code Enforcement Officer, Laura Kukes had accomplished. He referenced her
staff report and data sheet and introduced her to the Board. Laura Kukes,

Code Enforcement Officer presented her staff report and expanded on the case

data. Vice-Chair Cory Wright was thankful for the great work and noted that
bhe T0? reduction in one year was an incredible performance. Chair Osiadacz
acknowfedged appreciation for Laurats accessibility and customer service.
Stephanie Hartung explained the difficulties of the position, and informed
that Officer Kukes does a very good job of being ca1m, working with folks and

has buil-t a great program. It's more sold than ever before, she's been very
impressed with both Laura and Chad. Commissioner Wachsmith commented that
it's good to hear. Director Chad BaIa thanked Stephanie Hartung and her
office for being very beneficial to CDS. He sbated that although there is a

tong way to go, Officer Kukes has been very active and diligent on a daily
basis in fooking at code etc. for possible changes and solutions for code

enforcement and abatement issues moving forward.

OTHER BUSxNESS - No ActioB to be taken

There was no other business

Meeting concluded at l-0:l-9 a.m.
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