
COMMISSIONERS I MTNUTES
KTTTITAS COt NTY, T{ASHINGTON

AI'DITORIT'M
SPECTAI MEETING

TT'ESDAY 2:OO P-M iIITNE 6, 2023

Board members present: chairman cory wright; vlce-chairman Brett
Wachsmith; and Commissioner Laura Osiadacz.

Others: Julie Kjorsvik, Clerk of the Board; Kate Jimenez,
Administrative Assistant,' Mark Cook, Publ-ic Works Director,/tnterim
community Development services Director; zach Torrance-smith; Jamey
Ayling, Planning Manager; Mandy Buchholz, Office Administrator; Josh
Frederickson, Engineer; and 3 members of the public.

PI'BLIC HE.JARTNG INTERNATIONAL BLDG CODE cDs

At 2:00 p.m. C[IAIR!!AI{ WRIGHT opened a
Amending Kittitas County Code Chapter
Adopt the 202L International Building
Amendments.

Pubfic Hearing to consider
14.04 and Titfe 20 and to
Codes with Washington State

JEREMT r.ARsoN, BUTLDTNG oFFrcrAL, explained they received
informatj-on on the delay of Code Implementation until October
2023, and requested the Board to take no action and cl-ose the
Hearing.

)a
Public

There was no action taken and the public Hearing was cfosed.

PUBLIC HEARING DEPT FISH & WILDLIE1E PI'BLIC WORKS

At 2:07 p.m. CHAIRI4AIMRIGHT opened a Publ-ic Hearing continued
May 2, 2023, to consider a Franchj-se Application for a wildrife
Fence with the Washington State Department of Fish e Wil-dlife i
vicinity of stevens Road, Elrensburg. He noted the record was

from

n the
open.

}4ARK COOK, PT'BLIC WORKS DIRECTOR,/INTERIM CDS DIRECTOR, PrOVidCd A
Staff Report and explained how the Department of Fish e Wildlife has
requested a fence for Etk in the County Right of way to keep them
from migrating onto I-90. He sald the State 1egal team as well as
the Prosecutor's office has reviewed and signed the document.

THERE BEING NO ONE REQT'ESTING TO TESTIFY, THE PI'BLIC PORTION OF THE
HEARING WAS CLOSED.

VICE-CIIAIRIIA]I WACHSMITH moved to approve the Non-Exclusive Fence
Franchise with the Washington State Department of Fish & Wildlife,
to use county Right-of-way within Kittitas county, Franchise
Agreement. COMMISSIONER OSIADACZ seconded. Motion carried 3-0.
06/06/2023 MrNUrEs I

APPffiffiWED
7 -5--at



PI'BLTC HEARING SPEED LIMIT THOIIAS ROAD

At 2203 p.m. CIIAIRMAII WRIGHT opened a Pub]ic Hearing
Speed Reduction on Thomas Road and to Amend Kittitas
Chapter 10.08.025 Speed Limits.

PI'BLTC WORKS

to consider a
County Code

'JOSH EREDERICKSON, ENGINEER, reviewed a Staff Report, including the
background, fiscal impacts, and recommendation to reduce the speed
from 50 MPH to 40 MPH on Thomas Road from Wilson Creek Road (MP
0.00) to Naneum Road (MP 1.51).

THOSE PRESENT & TESTIFYING: BEN KOK.JER, KITTITAS COITNTY SHERIFF'S
OFFICE said for consistency purposes they recommended consideration
of a speed l-imit of 35 MPH to make it easier for motoring public,
and that would al-so all-ow for side-by-sides. CIIIDY KEEBLE said she
appreciated the Publ-ic Works Department's speed study and requested
the Board to fower the speed limit on Thomas Road to 35 MPH. She
noted how she'd spoken to B0% of the neighboring property owners and
they all agreed wlth the speed reduction as weff. TAMERjA SCHAUT
explained how she cannot ride her horse on the road due to the high
rate of speed, blind spots, and curves. she asked the Board to
approve lowering the speed limit. PATRICK BUFI said where he li-ves
nearby, his neighborhood is posted at 25 MpH and was in favor of
lowering it in that area as well. LINDSEY BOISSO said she walks on
Thomas Road daily and people don't move over or slow down and lt can
be dangerous. She said there's been a significant amount of traffic
increased since the Naneum bridge went out. PAT KELLEHER expressed
concerns with the County website and the notification 11nk wasn't
available with proposed documents. He felt County roads should not
be below 50 MPH and if there are issues near the curves, then signs
shoul-d be put in place to reduce the speed at those points. ARTHUR
KITEBLE commented in favor of the request to lower the speed limit on
Thomas Road. THERE BEING NO OTHERS REQITESTING TO TESTIFY, THE PUBLIC
PORTION OF THE HEARING }TAS CLOSED.

ORDINANCE 2O23-OO4 SPEED LIMIT THOMAS ROAD PUBLIC WORKS

VICE-CHAIRIIAII WACHSMITH moved to approve Ordinance No. 2023-004,
Estabfishment of a Speed Zone and the Pl-acement of Speed Limit Signs
on Thomas Road and Amendinq section 10.08.020, speed Limit of the
Kittitas County Code. COMMISIONER OSIADACZ seconded.

COMMISSIONER OSIADACZ said the recommendation was based on science
and although it was recommended to be lowered to 40 MpH, the
discussion of ATVs, and lowering it to 35 MPH should not make people
angry. CIIAIRMAII TIRIGHT said the data supports the request and woul-d
be voting in favor of the motion.
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Motion carried 3-0.

PI'BLIC HEARING NON-DOCKET AMEIIDMENTS cDs

At
to
12,

approximately 2:28 p.m. CHAIRIIAI{ WRfcHT opened a Public Hearing
consider Non-Docket Amendments to Kittitas County Code Titles B,
and 71.

iIAMEY AYLING' PLAI{NING MANAGER, reviewed a Staff Report regarding
the 2023 Non-Docket Code Amendments including:

DocKET rrEM 1: Proposed amendments to Title 9 parks to incfude
adding Impact Fees for Parks and properties located within the City
of Elfensburg Urban Growth Area. The amendment would bring Kittitas
County into compliance with the adopted Interlocal Agreement. He
said the Planning commission voted unanimously to approve the
amendment -

DOCKET fTEM 2: Proposed amendments to Title 12 Roads and Bridges.
Staff recommended revj-sing the current road standards for the
properties in the UGA of Ellensburg to facifitate the orderly
transition of urban services from the County to the City throughout
the UGA. The generalized Interfocal Agreement will implement
uniform and consistent urban development standards j-n order to
further the transition of the UGA to urban service fevels. The
Planning Commission unani-mously reconrmended remanding Title 12
amendments to Staff for revisions.

DOCKET ITEM 3: Proposed amendment to Title L7.Ll Urban Growth Area,
removing the effective date of June 30, 2023, reference and removing
the notice and opportunity to comment section from the appllcability
Titfe 11.1'1.033. The Planning Commission recommended approval of
the amendment as proposed.

DOCKET ITEM 4= Proposed amendment was to amend Title L7.22 Urban
Residential Zone, removing reference to the propertles not subject
to the Tnterlocal Agreement in order to remain consistent wj-th the
City of Elfensburg standards intended wlth adoption of the ILA. ft
would al-so clarify the minimum fot size for single family dwellings
in the UR zone. The Planning Commission recommended approvaf of the
amendment as proposed.

THERE BEING NO ONE
HEARING WAS CLOSED.

REQITESTTNG TO TESTTE.Y, THE pttBLrC PORTTON OF THE

VICE-CHAIRMAII hIACHSMfTH moved to approve Docket ftems 1 through 4
Brett moved to approve Docket rtems 1 - 4 and direct staff to
prepare enabling documents. COMMfSSIONER OSIDADACZ seconded. Motlon
carried 3-0.
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The meeting was concluded at 2:36 p.m.

CLERK OF THE BOARD

(

KITTTTAS COT'NTY COMMISSIONERS
KTTTTTAS CO['NTY,

Cory lflright
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