
KITTITAS COI'NTY
PUBLIC WORKS STUDY SESSION MINUTES

In-Person and lVebex
Regrrlar Meeting

MONDAY 1:32 PM

Board Members Present.: Chairman Laura Osiadacz,
Wright, and Commissioner Brett Wachsmith.

February 28, 2022

Vice-Chairman Cory

Others In-Person: Mark Cook, Rebecca Cruse, public Works.

Others Virtual: Candie Leader.
Public.

Public Works; (3) Members of the

At 1:32 pm chairman Laura osiadacz opened the public works study
Session.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR/COUHTY ENGINEER EXPENDITT'RE AUTHORTZATION

Mark Cook is requesting that the Board of County Commissioners give
expenditure authority to the Deputy Director/County Engineer. The
Board of County Commissioners supports the aut.horization and staff is
directed to prepare enabling documents.

NORTH THORP HIGIIWAY/ YAKIT'IA RIVER BRIDGE OUTREACH DISCUSSION

Mark Cook informed the Board of County Commissioners of anticipated
construction in summer of 2022 on North Thorp Hwy - yakima River
Bridge. Mark Cook stated that the work will require the bridge to be
encapsulated resufting in periodj-c cfosure of the bridge. Mark Cook
added that Public Works recognizes the inconvenience to commuters to
use al-ternative routes and staff will begin public outreach and
informationat meetings with the community. Staff was directed to move
forward with outreach as presented.

CONSTRUCTION }IAI{AGEMENT SUPPORT

Mark cook proposes the creation of a new job description, thj_s is
incfuding shuffling duties to provide addj-tional- constructj-on
management support in the Public Works office. The new delegation of
work efiminates the need for Project Manager position. The previous
Project Manager duties will be split between Administrative
Supervisor and Finance Manager. BOCC support.s the creation of the newjob description.

TEN-YEAR TRJAI{SPORTATION ASSET MAI{AGEMENT PI.AI{

Mark Cook is requesting the Board of County Commissioners for support
of a publ-ic outreach campaign to propose a $0.fi/$7000 Road Levy rate
lift on the upcoming 2022 eLection. Discussion was held about how
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quickly county residents would see decl-ine in the current service
l-evel-s of county roads due to lack of funding. chairman Laura
Osiadacz requests to set-up a brainstorming meeting to plan the
public outreach methods.

OTHER BUSINESS

Mark Cook announced the reLirement of Maintenance Manager- .Tim Van De
Venter after 41 years of service to Kittitas County. Mark Cook shared
accomplishments, and history of the exemplary employee. The Board of
county commissioners would like to recognize Jim for his years of
service to the county.

Meeting adjourned at 2:45 pm.
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