
INTERLOCAL AGREE}IENT BETWEEN
TIIE CITY OF ELLENSBTIRG, WASIIINGTON

AND KITTITAS COUNTY, WASHINGTON,
FOR THE HOUSING OF INMATES FOR 2025-2027

THIS INTERLOCAL AGREEN{ENT is made and entered into on this

W,2024byandlretweenKittitasCounty,Washington,a
day of

Washington

municipal corporation, hereinafter referred to as "Countyo', antl the Cify of Ellensburg,
lYashington, hereinafter referred to as the "City'', each party having been tluly organized

and now existing uncler the larvs of the State of Washington. Both entities may be referred to

in this Agreement collectively as "Parties" or individually as "Party".

WITNESSETII:

\I-1IEREAS, Kittitas County orvns and operates the Kittitas County Jail,

located in Ellensburg. Washington; and

WIIEREAS, the City, whose law entbrcement officers from time to time

arrest persons for misdemeanors' gross misdemeanors or felonies, which may

result in jailing of the person arrested; and

WHEREAS, the City does not orvn or operate its orvn jail and seeks to

contract for jail facilities and services from the County for confinement of City
prisoners; and

\!':IIEREAS, the County has expressed a 
"villingness 

to provide jail
facilities and services to the City; and

WIIEREAS, the Interlocal cooperation Act (chapter 39.34 RCW) and

the City and County Jails Act (Chapter 70.48 RCW). authorizes contracts for jail
services made behveen a county and a city; and

WHEREAS. the governing bodies of each of the parties hereto have

determined to enter into this Interlocal Agreement for the Housing of Inmates by

action taken at a regrrlar meeting; and

NOW, TIIEREFORE. in consideration of the above and foregoing

recitals, the payments to be made, the muftral promises and covenants herein

contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the parties hereto agree

as follows:
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I. Governing Law

The parties hereto agree that, except where expressly othenvise provided, the la'i,vs

and administrative nrles and regulations of the State of Washington shall govern

in any natter relating to an inmate(s) confined pursuant to this Agreement.

Term

This Agreement shall be effective January L, 2025, and shall extend for a period of three

years until midnight, December 31,2027. subject to earlier termination as provided herein.

fr.

III. Notice

Primaty Contact:
Secondary Contact:

Operations Captain
Administrative Captain

All notices, reports, and conespondence to the respective parties of this Agreement shall

be sent to the tbllowing:

To the City: Ellensburg Police Department
100 North Pearl Street
Ellensburg WA,98926

To the County of Kittitas: Kittitas County Jail
205 W 5th Ave, Ste 1

Ellensburg WA 98926

Primary Contact: Superintendent Steve Panattoni

fV. Delinitions

The Parlies hereby agree that the tbllorving terms shall have the specified meanings unless

indicated othenvise herein:

A. Day. A tr,venty-four hour-iong unit of time commencing at 00:00:01 a.m., and ending

at 23:59:59 p.m.

B. Inmate Classifications shall be pursuant to the Kittitas County Jail Objective Jail

Inmate Classification which is modeled after the National lnstihrte of Corrections Jail

Classification.
i) "Minimum" classil-rcation shall apply to those inmates who present

a low risk to statTand the community.
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ii) .'Medium" classit-rcation shall apply to those inmates who present

a moderate risk to staff and the community'

iii) "Maximum" classif,tcation shall apply to those inmates

r,vho present a substantial risk to staffand the community'

C. City Prisoner means a person arested by a Police Officer of the City or another larv

*toii.-"nt agency oo b.hulf of the City and booked into the Kittitas County Jail

(KCJ) or housed by KCJ for a misdellreanor or gross misdemeanor offense that

allegedly occurred rvithin the City. Any felony artests lvhich result in misdemeanor or

gtoir -irdemeanor convictions are deemed Cify prisoners for the purpose of becl

days.

V. Criteria for Determining Prisoner Status

For the purposes of this agreement:

A. City Prisoners being booked into the Kittitas County Jail shall remain the responsibiiity

of the Police Officei of the City anct shall not be deemed an inmate of that facility until

the Ciry Prisoner is accepted by Jail staff at the time of booking.

B. Individqals rvho are arrested by a Police Officer of the City on behalf of another larv

enforcement agency (outside waffants or agency assists) and no criminal charges are

filed fior alleged clinr.inal offences rvithin the City, shall not be deemed a Clity Prisoner.

C. Individuals who are arrested by an outside agency on behalf of the City and housed in

the Kittitas County Jail solely on charges resulting from an alleged criminal offense

having occurred lvithin the City shall be deemed a city Prisoner.

\iI. Jail anel NI Services

A. Inmates deemed City Prisoners fbr medical purposes shaii mean any persoll arrested by

a police Officer of ihe City ol another law enforcement agency on behalf of the City

and booked into the Kittitas County Jail (.KCO or housed by KCJ for a misdemeanor.

gross misdemeanor or felony oft-ense that allegedly occurred within the City' These

ptiroo"6 shall receive such medical, psychiatr-ic and dental treatment rvhen emelgent

and necessaly to safeguard their health lvhile housed in the Kittitas County Jail. The

County rvill provicl. or urrange for providing of such medical. psychiatric and dental

services. The County will attempt goocl faith efforts in seeking reimbursement from the

City Prisoner. Ho*'ever, except for routine minor medical services provided by the

County within the Kittitas Counfy Jail, the Cify shall ultimately be responsible and pay

directiy or reimburse the Counfy ibr any and all costs associated w-ith the delivery of
any emergency or necessary medical service provided to City Prisoners. The Cify shall

be-responsible for any and all emergent or necessary medical, dental and psychiatric

treatnient pror.ided outside of the Kittitas County Jaii and shall be billed thereafter'
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B. Medical and mental heatth services are being enhanced in KCJ. rvhich will help

offset firany costs for the City in terms of medical bills by reducing the need for

outside treatment. These investments should keep outside medical costs lorver' We

have introduced a full-time mental health counselor and are starting a grant funded

medically assisted drug treatment program.

C. If the County becomes aware that a City Prisoner is in need of medical health care

reqgiring the assistance of a medical health care seryices provider outside of the Kittitas

County jail, then the County shall malce reasonable eftbrt to notifo the City prior to

obtaimng said service. If the City is contacted and does not authorize Ihe County to

obtain thl serv-ice, then the City shall, within four (4) hours. pick up the inmate from

the Countv to transport to medical care. Provided, in the case of emergency, the County

may notify the City after the service has been provided.

D. An adequate record of all such services shall be kept by the County tbr the City's review

at its request" to the extent consistent',vith contidentiality regulations. Any medical or

dental sirvices of major consequence shall be reported to the City as soon as time

pennits.

E. Should meclical, psyc[iatric or dental sen'ices require hospitalization, the City agrees

to compensate the County dollar for dollar any amount expended or cost incurred in

provicling the same; provicled that, except in emer-qencies, the Citv will be notified by

contacting the duty supervisor at the City prior to the prisoner's transfer to a hospital,

if and rvhen circumstances allow, or as soon aftenvard as practicable.

F. In the event a City Prisoner is being held on additional charges from one of the

follorving localjurisdictions, Kittitas County Sheriff s Ottce. Washington State Patrol.

Cle ElumPD. South Cle Elum, RoslynPD, Kittitas PD, CentralWashingtonUniversity

PD. the C.ity's responsibiiity for medical costs attributable to that prisoner shall be no

greater than that of the other jurisdiction(s).

G. Upon payment to the County by the City for a Cily Prisoner's health care expense, the

Cognry will assign to the City, if requested by the City, any and all right to
reimbursement tbr medical expenses authorized under RCW 70.48'130.

H. The City agrees to pay directly or reimburse the County for any and all medical

"*p.nr.r. 
ai defure.i ln Section VI.A, incurred for City Prisonets and persons arrested

by or on belialf of the City, 'uvhich are not perfonled by medical staff on contract lvith

the County rvithrn the Kittitas County Jail, or paid by the Department of Social and

Health Services, including medical, psychiatr-ic, and dental bills as well as prescription

medication expenses. City responsibilitv for such medical expenses incurred for

persons convicted of felonies will terminate upon that convictiol.
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\ruI. Transportation

The County shall be responsible for the transportation of all prisoners outside the

coufthouse, unless agreed upon othenvise by the parties in a specihc instance. The City
and County agree to equally support the transporlation of female City Prisoners for
fernale specitic medical pu{poses rvhere no t'emale corrections officer is available, and

rvhere the City has a female off-rcer available on duty'

VIII. Comrrensation

A. The Cognty agrees to accept and house City Prisoners for cornpensatron per prlsoner

at the dai$ bed rate of S I 10.00 for the years 2025, 2026. and 2027 except as provided

belorv. This rate includes minimum, medium and maximum classification inmates. The

parties agree that the County will not charge the City a separate booking tee in addition

to such rate. The date of booking into, and the date of release from, the Kittitas County

Jail of the City Prisoners, no matter how little time of a hventy-four hour day it
constitutes, shall count as one day and shall be billed to the City as a day of custody in
the County. In the event a City Pr-isoner is being held on additional charges from one

of the follou'ing local jurisdictions: Kittitas Counfy Sheriff s Office, Washington State

Patrol, Cle Elum PD, Soutii Cle Elum. Roslyn PD. Kittitas PD, Central Washington

University'PD. the Ciry's cost for those shared bed days shall be no greater than that of
the other jurisdictions.

B, The rate of cornpensation for any inmate requiring additional or specialized conditions

of incarceration to the extent that they must be placed alone in a single cell designed

for double occupancy shall be double the daily rate per day ($220.00 for the years 2025.

2026, and2027) KCJ rvill promptly notify Ellensburg Police Department if an otTender

is placed alone in sucir a cell, unless that housing is incidental to moving the offender

or for short tenn disciplinary separation.

lnmates who pose a heightened risk to themselves or others require special

management, including frequent interaction and increased supervision by staff. The

safety and security of this facility is dependent on a classification system that

identifies inmates who pose a risk to themselves or others. lnmate who pose such a

risk must be promptly and appropriately segregated from the general inmate

population until such time that they no longer pose a risk. Staff have the ability to
promptly segregate these inmates pending further review by supervisors,

classification, and medical or mental health staff. Below are the most frequent.

i. Administrative Segregation- someone who repeatedly harasses or is prone

to assault staff or other inmates (non-punitive). The classification team

reviews this status every 15 business days to determine if whether their

status in administrative segregation is still warranted.

ii. Protective Custotly- a level of custody either requested or required tbr an

inmates protection from others or one rvho is mentally deficient. Initial
requests are immediately granted. holvever the classification team rvill
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LX.

review- circumstances to determine threat level and if protective custody

status is rvarranted.
iii. Nledical Segregation- Physical separation of an inmate in need of medical

isolation cletermined by medical staff or policy. (scabies, lice, illness,

injury, etc) Medical staff determine the length of isolation.
iv. Intensive Lanagement Segregation (II,IS)- Separation from the general

population as a result of disciplinary action in w'hich the inmate has been

lound to have committed a ntle violaiion. Does not require single cell

holsing and is determinecl based on nurnerous factors such as degree of
rule violation, attitude and demeanor. classification status. and available

housing space.

Billing anrl Billins Dispute Resolution Procedures

A. The Colnty shall transmit billin-es to the Chief of Police of the City on the following

dates: April 15th. Jgly 15th. October i5th, and January 15th. Within forty-tive (45)

days aftJr receipt. the Citv shall pay the ftill amount billed or rvithhold any portion

thereof related to clisputed medical costs and provide the County written notice

specifying the amount'uvithheld and the grounds for rvithholding such amount, together

rvith payment of the remainder of the amount billed.

B. Interest on lnpaid balances not paid i,vithin 45 days of billing shall be computed at lo/o

of the unpaid balance per month.

C. Wlthholding of any arnount billed shall constitute a dispute to be resolved as follorvs:

i) The Sheriff. County Prosecuting Attomey, Police Chief and City Attomey or

their designees shall attempt to resolve the dispute by negotiation. Negotiation

meetings may be conducted once per quarter meeting in the months of
January, April. July, and October if requested. If negotiations are-

unsuccessftii, th* ,litprrte shali be referred to the City Mayor and the Chair of
the Board of County Commissioners for settlement. lf not resolved by them

r,vithin thifty (30) days of rel-erral" the City Mayor and Chair of the Board of
County Commissioners may by mutiral r.vritten consent apply to the Superior

Court iudge for appointment of an arbitrator whose decision shall be final and

binding on both parlies. If murual written consent to apply tbr the appointment

of an arbitrator is not reached. either party may seek court action to decide the

disputed contract provision.

ii) Any amount withheld from a billing. plus interest thereon as set forth in Sec

|)( (B) determined orved to the County pursuant to the billing dispute

resolutios proceclure described above shall be paid by the City within thirly
(30) clays of the negotiated resolution, arbitrator's decision or coutt finding.

D. Each party may examine the other's books and records to veriff charges. If an
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examination reveals an improper charge, the amount shall be applied to the next quarter

and subsequent quarter's payments until the credit has been exhausted. Any unused

credit, r.r'hiih exists at the termination of this agreement, shall be refunded rvithin thirty
(30) days of the date of termination.

E. Billing Statements. The County shall provide a billing statement each quarter tn

accordance lvith section IX (A).

F. Unpaid balances over 60 clays in arrears may result in cancellation of access to the Jail

tbr booking of non-felony prisoners'

G. Upon cancellation of this agreement, the Citv lvould be responsible for making its orvn

uriutrgr*"nts for the booking of ail Ciff misdemeanors, gross misdemeanor, and coutt

roor*itt.d prisoners. The City rvould be responsible for all transportation, housing.

medical and supervision costs tbr such prisoners.

X. Termination

A. Termination for Material Breach. In the event either party believes the other party has

materially breached any obligations under this agreement, suclt party shall so notifu the

breaching party in w-riting. stating the basis upon rvhich breach is claimed and the

specific provisions of this agreement claimed to have been vioiated. The breaching

pitty rniU have thirty (30) days from the receipt of such notice to cure the alleged

breach and to notiff the non-breaching party in rvriting that cure has been effected. lf
the breach is not cnrecl rvithin the thirty (30) days, the non-breaching parfy shall have

the right to terminate this agreement by providing ninety (90) days prior rvritten notice

to the other party and to Washinglon State Oft-rce of Financial Management. as

provicled i1 RCW 70.48.090. The ninety-day notice shall state the grounds tbr

iermination ancl the specihc plan for accommodating the affeeted jail population'

B. Termination by Muftial Agreement. This Agreement may be terminated by i.vritten

notice from either party to the other party and to Washin*eton State Ottce of Financial

Management. as piovidecl in RCW 70.48.090, stating the grounds for said termination

ald speciffing plans for accomrnodating the affected inmates. The notice must be

dehveled by regular mail to the contact persons identified in Section IV herein.

Termination shall become eltective ninety (90) rvorking days atler receipt of such

notice.

C. Removal of Inmates Following Notice of Termination. Within the ninety (90) day

notice periocl set fbrth in subsection A or B above, or within such other period of time

6 -uy b. agreed upon in rvriting by the parties, the City agrees to remove its inmate(s)

from Kittitas County Jail. ln the event of tennination of this agreement, the City shall

compensate the County for prisoners housed by the County after notice of such

termination until the City retakes its inmates in the same manner and at the same rates

as if this agreement had not been terminated. Upon termination of this agreement, the

hterlocal Agreement for Housing of Iunates
Page 7 of ll



City would be responsible for making its orvn alrangements tbr the booking of all Ctty

miidemealors, gross misdemeanors, and court comnitted prisoners. The City rvould

be responsible for all transportation, housing, medical and superv'ision costs for such

prisoners.

XI. Resrronsibilitv for Offentler's Custodv

It shall be the responsibility of the County to confine the inmate or inmates; to provide

treatment, including the furnishing of subsistence and all necessary medical and hospital

services and supplies; to provide for the prisoners' physical needs; to make available to

them progrutnr uo,l/or treatment consistent with the individual needs; to retain tliern in said

custody;io supervise them; to maintain proper discipline and control; to make certain that

they receive no special privileges and that the sentence and orders of the committing court

in the State are faithfirlly executed; provided that nothing herein contained shall be

construed to require the County, or any of its agents, to provide selice, treatment, facilities

or programs foiany inmates confined pursuant to this Agreement, which it does not provide

forl similar inmates not conilnecl pursuant to this Agreement. Nothing herein shall be

construed as to require the County to provide services, treatment, facilities or programs to

the City's Prisoneis above, beyoncl oi in addition to that rvhich is required by applicable

lau'.

XII. Rieht of Refusal

The County shall have the right to reflise to accept any prisoner iiom the City rvho, in the

judgnent 9f the County, has a current meclical condition which may adversely affect

ihe*safetv of the individual orthe safe operations of the Kittitas Counfy Jail or the

reasonable operational capacitv limits lvill be reached or exceeded.

XIII. Intlemnification

A. The County shall defencl, inclemnify, and hold hannless the Cify. its agents, employees

and officers from any and all liability arising out of the perfomlance of this agreement,

tr,irether by act or omission of the County, its agents, employees or otficers- Such

liability sltall include but not be limited to, intentional acts, negligence. and violations

of pdsoner's constitutional rights'

The City shali defend, indeuurify and hold harmless the County, its agents, employees

and offrcers from any and all liability arising out of the performance of this agreement'

r,vhether by act or omission of the Citv, its agents, employees, or officers' Such liabilify
shall include, but is not limited to, false arrest and false imprisonment.

C. The Parties' obligations to indemnify. det-end and hold harmless shall not extend to

injgries. sickness, death or damage caused by or resulting from the sole willful
misconduct or negligence of the other Party, it agents, ofticers, employees or sub-

Interlocal Agreetuent for Housing of Itunates
Page 8 of11

B



consultants.

D. The Pafties' obligations to indemnify. defend and hold harmless for injru'ies, sickness,

death or damage caused by or resulting from the concurrent negligence or lvillful
misconduct of the Parties or of the Parlies and a third party other than an othcer, agent

or employee of the Pafiies, shall apply only to the extent of the negligence or rvillftil
misconduct of each Party.

Xnr. Entire Contract

xv

This agreement represents the entire understanding of the parties and supersedes any oral

representations that are inconsistent with or modifu its tetms and conditions.

1\{oclificatign

This agreement may be moditied and amended only in rvriting and signed by the parties

hereto.

A. P_ilrposg. The purpose of this Interlocal Agreement is to permit the joint use of the

fimitot County Jail for cont-rnement of prisoners of the parlies to the Interlocal

Agreement, thereby promoting maximun use and efticiency of the Kittitas County

Jail.

B. Administrator. Pursuant to RCW 39.34.030(4Xa), the administrator for this

agreement shall be the Superintendent of the Kittitas Counfy Jail.

C. Property. Unless othenvise specifically agreed by the parties in rvriting, all property.

personal and real, utilized by the parties hereto in the execution of this Agreement

shall remain the property of that parly initially owning it.

D. Venue. Venue for any lalvsuit shall be in the Kittitas County Superior Court.
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XVI. Indenenclent Contractor

In provicling services under this Interlocal Agreement, Kittitas County is an independent

contractor and neither it nor its officers. agents or employees are etnployees of the City for

any purpose, including but not limited to, responsibility for any federal or state tax.

inagitriit insurance or Social Security liability. Neither shall the provision of services

under this Interlocal A-ereement give rise to any clain of career sen'ice or civil sen'ice

rights. rvhich may accrue to an employee of the Cif rinder any applicable larv. rule or

regulation.

)il/[. General



F

E. Filine. This Agreement shall be filed r,vith the Kittitas County Auditor's Office or,

alternatively, listed by subject on each or either party's web site or other electronically

retrievable publ-ic source pursuant to RCW 39.34.040'

Severability. In the event any provisions of this Agreement shall be determined to be

""."1--\*ble 
or othenvise invalid for any reason, such provisions shall be enforced

and valid to the extent permitted by lar,v. All provisions of this Agreement are

severable, ancl the unenforceability or invalidity of a single provision herein shall not

aft-ect the remaining provisions.

G. Waiver of Breach. The rvaiver by either party of the breach of any provision of this

Agi-ement by the other party must be in writing and shali not operate nor be construed

as a waiver of any subsequent breach by such other party'

H. Savings Clause. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed so as to require the

commission of any act contrary to lar,v, and rvherever there is any conflict befi,veen

any provisions of this Agreement and any statute, larv. public regr.rlation or ordinance.

the latter shall prevail, but in such event, the provisions of this Agreement affected

shall be curtaiiecl and limited only the extent necessary to bring it rvithin legal

requilements.

L lnterpretation. This A-Ereement has been submitted to the scrutiny of all parties and

thiit-.ounrel, if desired, and it shall be given a fair and reasonable interpretation in

accordance rvith its r.vords. lvithout consideration or rveight given to its being drafted

by any party or its counsel. A1l rvords used in the singular shall include the plural; the

presentlense shall include the funrre tense; and the masculine gender shall include the

feminine and neuter gender.

J. Access to Records. The parties hereby agree that authorized representatives of the

parties shali have access to a1y books, documents, paper and record of the other party

which are pertinent to this Agreement for the purposes of making audits.

examinations, excerpts and transcriptions All such records and all other records

pertinent to this Agreement and rvork undertaken pursuant to this Agleement shail be

retained by the parties for a period of six years after the final expiration date of this

Agreement or any amendments hereto, unless a longer period is required to resolve

audit, findings or litigation. In such cases, the parties may expressly agree by an

amendment or separate agreement t-or such longer period for record retention.
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IN \YITNESS WHEREOF, tire above and foregoing Interlocal Agreement has been executed in

dgplicate by the Parties hereto and made etTective on the day and year first above written:

CITY OF ELLENSBT]RG COTINTY OF KITTITAS
BOARD OF COUNTY
CO}IMISSIO

Date

-.1oryffitr

City Clerk

Vice-Chainnan

Cory Wright. Commissioner

COUNTY OF KITTITAS
SI{ERIFF'S OFFICE

Clay SheritT

ATTEST

the Board - Julie Kj

n Deputy Clerk of the Board -
Buchholz

APPROVED AS TO FOR\I

J
Douglas R. Mi
Deputy
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City Attorney *z +

Attomey


