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Kittitas County, along with the City of Ellensburg, City of Cle Elum, and Town of South Cle Elum, are undertaking 

a comprehensive update of their existing 1975 Shoreline Master Program (SMP). SMPs for each jurisdiction are 

being developed to comply with the requirements of the Washington State Shoreline Management Act (Revised 

Code of Washington 90.58), and the State’s SMP Guidelines (Washington Administrative Code 173-26). The SMP 

Guidelines require local governments to develop SMP policies that promote “restoration” of impaired shoreline 

ecological functions and a “real and meaningful” strategy to implement restoration objectives. The Shoreline 

Inventory and Characterization Report (prepared by ESA in May 2013) identifies which shoreline ecological 

functions and ecosystem processes have been impaired and the Draft Restoration Plan identifies and establishes 

a framework to restore or enhance those functions and processes.   

How Does the Restoration Plan Fit in with the Shoreline Master Program? 

Similar to the Shoreline Inventory and Characterization Report, the Draft Restoration Plan is a technical 

document intended to support the SMP update. The Draft Restoration Plan includes draft policies (Section 3.3) 

for the purpose of guiding restoration efforts along the shorelines of Kittitas County and its municipalities. Those 

policies have been incorporated into the Draft SMPs and, along with the regulations, will serve to guide and 

regulate restoration projects. Proponents of shoreline development that are required to mitigate for impacts to 

ecological functions may choose to mitigate in a manner consistent with the Restoration Plan. For example, if a 

proposed shoreline development is in a shoreline reach where revegetation is identified as a potential 

restoration project, the proponent may elect to mitigate for new impacts by planting native trees and shrubs on 

the project site.  

What About the Other Restoration Efforts in the County? 

Restoration efforts in Kittitas County reflect decades of scientific study, community involvement, and 

partnerships between the County, the Yakama Nation, the Kittitas County Conservation District, state and 

federal agencies, and other public and private partner organizations. The Draft Restoration Plan builds on and 
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complements these efforts by creating a consolidated list of partner organizations, ongoing programs and 

restoration efforts; and identifying potential restoration projects based on ecological functions, extent of 

impairment and management issues.  

Who Approves or Adopts the Draft Restoration Plan?  

Unlike the SMPs, the Restoration Plan is not a regulatory document and therefore does not require formal 

approval or adoption. Since the Restoration Plan is a voluntary program and requires the cooperation of 

multiple stakeholders and private property owners, it will not be codified for incorporation into County, City, 

and Town codes. The Plan is intended to be a dynamic document that is updated regularly or adjusted in 

response to changing priorities, new funding mechanisms, and new potential restoration projects. That said, 

many jurisdictions choose to “adopt” the Shoreline Restoration Plan by resolution, similar to how the County 

adopts its annual budget.  

 


