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Introduction

September 2008

In 2007, the Kittitas County Public Health Department published a Key Health
Indicator Report, covering 48 indicators in seven categories (Behavioral Risk
Factors, Maternal and Child Health, Death, lliness, and Injury, Medical Access,
Environmental Health, Social and Mental Health, and Communicable Disease).
However, only four of these 48 indicators addressed environmental health. The
four indicators did not cover the scope of the work of the Environmental Public
Health division, so in 2008 we set out to resolve this discrepancy.

Dr. Mark W. Larson
Unlike personal health indicators, which primarily measure health outcomes,
environmental health indicators are more useful measuring intermediate outcayties series of
events before a person becomes sick, injured, or dies due to an environmental factor. Therefore, the
first step to identifying environmental health indicators was developing logic models for all eight
environmental health programs. Logic models assist in the identification of intermediate
environmental health indicators.

The next step was to compile a list of established indicators from other organizations in Washington
State and across the country. This list included nine indicators developed by the Washington State
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We narrowed the list of potential indicators by verifying data integrity and eliminating indicators for

which data collection would not be feasible. We presented this list to the Kittitas County Board of
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for voting and feedback. Based on the votes and comments from these groups, we narrowed the list

again. Finally, the Kittitas County Board of Health and Board of Health Advisory Committee

unanimously approved the final list of indicators contained in this report. We feel confident that these
indicators represent the interests of the Kittitas County Environmental Public Health programs, local

residents, and other key stakeholders across the state.

Unfortunately, environmental health data collection is a relatively new area to public health, limiting
the availability of data for many indicators contained here. As this report is published, we are in the
process of establishing data collection systems to ensure the availability of indicator data in the future.
In 2009, this report will be combined with the personal key health indicators to create one
comprehensive Kittitas County Key Health Indicator Report. At that time, data will be available for
many of the blank indicators you see today, and will be updated every two years thereafter.

We hope you will join us in our quest for a safer and healthier Kittitas County, and that this Key
Environmental Health Indicator Report is useful to you in this mission.

Sincerely,

Mark W. Larson M.DHealth Officer
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