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Kittitas County
Department of Public Works

DISTRESSED COUNTY SALES AND USE TAX INFRASTRUCTURE
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM APPLICATION

The Distressed County Sales and Use Tax Infrastructure improvement Program supports
improvements to infrastructure systems that foster economic development in Kittitas County. The
goal is to create economic opportunity through Infrastructure investment.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Applicant: City of Ellensburg

Contact Name: Derek Mayo, Asst. City Engineer

Address: 501 N. Anderson St:

Address:

City: Ellensburg WAZip: 98926

Telephone: 509-925-8631 FAX: 509-962-7127

E-mail Address:  mayod@ci.ellensburg.wa.us

Project Location: Historic Downtown Jurisdiction Population: 18 468
Ellensburg (4™ Ave. and -

Project Tite: _Hubball Building Renavation — Adaptive Re-use aid Cods CompTiance

APPLICATION THRESHOLDS

Applicant Requirement:

Check-off:
X 1. The project is improvement to an infrastructure system(s) linked to economic development.
X 2. Adetailed 8 'z X 11” vicinity map that clearly shows the project is included in the
o application package.
X 3. Distressed County funds are not being substituted for other funds that are already secured.
X 4. The project involves traditional improvements, instead of “non-traditional” improvements

eligible for “Enhancement” funding

X 5. Applicant has submitted only one application this round.

X 6. The local/regional economic development organization has been informed of the project.
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PROJECT NARRATIVE

1. Project Description: Describe the scope of work. Indicate the major work involved, including a brief
comparison of existing and proposed conditions.

The Hubbell Building, constructed in 1889 is a 29,000 square foot historic building in the
heart of Historic Downtown Ellensburg that is sitting virtually vacant. The proposed
renovation, or adaptlve re-use of the Hubbell Bmldlng, is vital to the economlc vitality of
downtown Ellensburg. The renovation of the Hubbell Building will include:

» Installation of a New Fire Sprlnkler System

° lnstallatlon ofa dedlcated Fire Service o

° lnstal[atron of a New Fire Alarm System serving the entire building

« Window replacement

+ Exterior painting

» Misc. storefront repalrs

» and other misc. repairs necessary for code compliance and marketmg to attract

future viable tenants.

2. Explain the specific Infrastructure issues the project addresses and how they are linked to economic
development improvements.

The Hubbell Bwldmg was a cornerstone of Ellensburg downtown retail and tourism
economy,’ and will again. be a cornerstone in the future. The proposed renovatlons to the
bur!dmg will’ brmg a 519n1f1cant portion of the building to meet current code requirements to
attract and support the economic recovery of this historic building.

The proposed lmprovements to the Hubbell Building and putting it back into service will
improve the appearance and image of the historlc downtown commercial district, and
enhance its economic and cultural vitality. Tourism has become an lmportant element of
the Iocal economy. The renovation of the Hubbell Burldlng could be a crucial factor in
mcreasmg Ellensburg’s tourlsm Protectlng and safeguarding Ellensburg s lrreplaceable
architectural. heritage is essentlal to malntammg the community’s quality of life and sense

of place. From the ‘Hubbell Bu:lo'mg Renovation Project Preservaﬁon Plan’ completed in May 2013 by Kovaienko
Hale Arch.'tects

3. Preliminary Engineering Phase:

Estimated Start Date: _Complete Estimated End Date: Complete

Please explain phase status (work already completed, in progress, awaiting funding, etc., and factors that
may slow phase progress).

The Hubbell Building Renovation Project Preservation Plan was recently completed in May
2013 by Kovalenko Hale Architects.
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4. Right of Way Phase: Is It Required? Yes No__ X

Estimated Start Date: Complete Estimated End Date: Complete

Please explain phase status (work already completed, in progress, awaiting funding, etc., and factors that
may slow phase progress).

The City of Ellensburg recently purchased the Hubbell Building (Dec. 2012), and no
additional right of way or acquisitions are required for the building renovation.

5. Construction Phase:

Estimated Start Date: Aug. 2013  Estimated End Date: Apr. 2014

Please explain phase status (work already completed, in progress, awaiting funding,
etc., and factors that may slow phase progress).

As previously stated, the City has recently completed the purchase of the Hubbell
Bu:ldmg, has determined the capacity of all necessary utilities (water, sewer, power,
natural gas and commumcatlons) is lmmedlately available to support proposed buﬂdmg
usages, has completed the Hubbell Building Renovation Project | Preservation Plan,

The City is currently seeking the necessary fundmg to complete the necessary code
compllance and renovation items needed to attract and occupy- ‘the empty store fronts in
the heart of HIStOI’IC Downtown EIlensburg The. requested funds along with’ the
remaining local match will allow the renovatlon work to be completed. ‘Upon a
successful pro;ect award, ant:clpated in July 2013, the Clty would lmmedlately begm the
constructlon phase of the renovation project. The City anticipates utilizing the local
matching funds first with the proposed Distressed County Sales and Use Tax
(DCSUT)fundmg ant|clpated the latter portion of the project.: Itis ant1c1pated that work
will be completed in late 2013 or early 2014, with the DCSUT reimbursement request(s)
being in early 2014,

6. Indicate if the project is consistent with the following applicable state, regional and local plans and
prioritization processes:

X Overall Economlc Development Plan
o Goal1 1: lncorporate economic development strategles as an integral part of
Ellensburg s vision and implementation plan for a balanced and sustamable
commumty
o Coordmate with local organizations to lmplement successful economic
strategles
° Goal 2 St:mulate and dwersnfy Ellensburg s economy
o Promote the retention and expansion of existing businesses as well as
the development of new busmesses
" Establlsh financ|al and other mcentlves to retain existing and
attract new busmesses
" 'Nlarket to a variety of businesses — both large and small — that fit
with Ellensburg s character and meets the needs of the local
market
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= Facuitate the creation and expansion or businesses and
institutions that benefit from locating in the County seat
* Promote the development of innovative niche businesses
o Goal 5: Revitalize the Central Commercial Zones
o Ensure the adequacy and appropriate expansion of utilities and
infrastructure

X Comprehensive Land Use Plan
e Goal 3: Provide convenient, centralized facilities designed to serve present
and future citizen needs.
o) Encourage retail variety in the Central Commerc1al Zones

» Invest early in Central Commercial Zone capital improvement
pl’OjeCtS

= Identify and track shifts in economic actmty from the Central
Commercial zones and mitigate through business development or
through the creation and funding of a Downtown Foundation

O Capital Facility Plan

O Community Action Plan (or other community-based plan)
O Six-Year Transportation Improvement Plan
O Site-specific development plans; e.g., Community Master Plan
X Other Historic Preservation Plan_ ‘
e Goal 2: Maintain the integrity and reuse of hlstorlc burldmgs

o Facrhtate the adaptlve reuse of historic buudmgs
o Goal 3: Maintain the City of Ellensburg as the predommant center for
commercnal fmanmal governmental and cultural activities. Retain clear
_ physrcal ewdence of cur commumty s hlstory, traditions and hentage
e Goal4: Mamtam and create civic buﬂdmgs that. refiect sense of commumty
and public purpose
o 'Goal 5: Use hlstonc preservatlon asa means to economlc wtallty
o ConSIder preservatlon actmty itself as economic deveIOpment
» Continue and strengthen partnerships with State and other
govemment agencies and funding sources for preservation, infill,
energy efficiency and revitalization
o Create and provide resources for downtown businesses that take full
advantage of the mixed historic character of the community.

7. Explain how this infrastructure project has been coordinated, or will be coordinated with other
jurisdictions, such as counties, cities, state/federal agencies, and with \economic development
organizations during planning, design, financing, construction and/or operation phases.

The Hubbell Building Renovation and sprmkler proiect is an infrastructure priority for
the City of Ellensburg. Project coordination will continue to be overseen by the
Ellensburg Business Development Authority (EBDA), the Ellensburg Downtown



Association (EDA), and the Kittitas County Chamber of Comnierce (Chamber). The EBDA
is a Public Development Authority appointed by the City Council which includes
leadership from Central Washington University and community leaders in private
sectors. The EDA is responsible for supporting businesses and tourism in Ellensburg’s
historic business district and manages the local Main Street Program. The Chamber is
contracted with the City for Visitor’s lnformatlon, Tourlsm DeveIOpment and business
expansion a53|stance the Chamber is also the Associate Development Organ:zatlon for
Kittitas County. Ellensburg City Council looks to this working group of local economic
development professionals for recommendations on bunldmg design, use and
implementation prior to financing improvements or making management decusnons

8. Explain how the infrastructure project will help meet the economic development goals of your community
and/or region. If this project is not done, will the anticipated private development still take place?

The Hubbell ‘Building is a cornerstone building in downtown Ellensburg and needs to be
brought up to a condition that will maximize its potentlal With the addition of a fire
suppression system and other necessary renovation work, it will be Ppossible to diversify
and intensify the uses of the building resultlng in h:gher employment and greater retail
sales. Although occupancy is possible without the addltlon of a fire : suppressron system the
building will never reach its potential as an economic driver for downtown,

9. Describe any feasibility or predevelopment studies that demonstrate the Imkage between the proposed
Distressed County Infrastructure improvements and the anticipated economic outcomes.

The Ellensburg Business DeveIOpment Authonty has leSt received a completed report from
the architectural firm Kovelanko Hale. This firm has extensive knowledge of historic
bmldmgs and preservation and they have been the architects on several other historic
buildings in Ellensburg Accordlng to the report the bmldlng needs to be sprlnkled in order
for it to reach its potential both economically and for job . creation.

10. Indicate if other needed infrastructure (e.g., sewer, water, power) is in place or if there is a plan for getting
it in place.

An extensive review of the existing transportation and utilities serving the Hubbell Bu1ld|ng
has been completed and has been determined that thIS infrastructure has the capacity to
support renovation and full occupancy of the building.

11. Indicate the Estimated Number of Businesses Created/Retained by the Project. 7
12. Indicated the Estimated Number of Jobs Created/Retained by the Project. 63

Accordmg to IMPLAN Modeling for the Kittitas Valley it is estimated that these
improvements will create 51 new jobs d:rectly related to the new retail space and another 12
indirect jobs due to the increased economic activity.



Submit the original application to:

Kittitas County Department of Public Works
411 N. Ruby, Suite #1
Ellensburg, WA 98926
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Applicant Certification

Certification is hereby given that the information provided is accurate and the applicable attachments are complete and
included as part of the application package.

| certify that aation thresholds are met at the time of application.

b Thutire ABerblee 71 My 2o13
Signature cj Official)Representative 1 Date

Sponsoring Agency
(If Applicable)

Signature of Agency Representative Date

Typed or Printed Name Date

Associate Economic Development Organization Notification

The organization listed below has received notification of this project as demonstrated by the signature of the
organization’s representative.

PiiEdos  wemdir & Japailom s sl CO:.@ Ap/CC

Name of Organizatio
—" / 3[/&—3’/{/20 [*3

“Signature of Representati\@ Date

Kittitas County Department of Public Works Conceptual Approval

Approval of the project feasibility, scope and estimated costs.

Signature of Kittitas County DPW Representative Date

Typed or Printed Name



LLENSBURG

OWNTOWN
ASSOCIATION

May 30, 2013

Kittitas Department of Public Works
411 N Ruby, Suite 1
Ellensburg, WA 98926

To whom it may concern:

At the end of 2012, the City of Ellensburg took an important step in the revitalization of downtown
Fllensburg by purchasing the Hubbell Building. The community cheered as its ownership changed hands.
Today, the Ellensburg Downtown Association (EDA) would like to express theit strong support for the
grant application from the City of Ellensburg for Distressed County Sales and Use Tax to go toward vital
improvements to the building.

For too many years, the Hubbell Building has been an economic hardship for the downtown. Years of
deferted maintenance and vacancies have taken their toll, causing this building to become a detriment to
the downtown. Six storefront vacancies have most certainly had a direct economic impact on the
surrounding businesses, all of which struggle to keep our downtown thriving, Having this blight in the
downtown affects all of the locally owned and operated shops, which are the cornerstone of this historic
commercial district.

This grant will be the catalyst to bring the building up to code and improve its appearance. Several parties
have expressed interest in securing space for new businesses, yet the current condition of the building
prevents this from happening. Events and tourism are a significant economic foundation for Ellensburg
and this building is located in the heart of the actvity. Not only will the improvements to this historic
structure affect these events, but they will have a long-lasting impact on the overall economic health of
the entire downtown.

The EDA declared eatlier in the year that the most significant downtown project for 2013 is revitalization
of the Hubbell building. We firmly believe that the assistance you give will impact the future of this
community for years to come. Your support is encouraged and greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Comar

Carolyn S. Honeycutt
Director

Ellensburg Downtown Association
109 IL 37, Swte 6, P.O. Box 966, ff!.HCnshurg, WA 98926
www.cllensburgdowntown.org 509 962-6246



