
YAKIMA RIVER BASIN WATER ENHANCEMENT PROJECT 
WORK GROUP 

15 W. Yakima Ave., Suite 200 
Yakima, WA  98902 

“Restoring the natural health and economy in the Yakima Basin.” 

March 28, 2012 
 
 
Alan Crankovich, Chairman 
Kittitas County Board of Commissioners 
205 West 5th Avenue, Suite 108 
Ellensburg, WA  98926 
 
Dear Commissioner Crankovich: 
 
The Yakima River Basin Water Enhancement Project (YRBWEP) Workgroup Implementation Subcommittee 
is seeking financial support from Kittitas County for a public education and outreach initiative (Initiative) to 
advance the Yakima Integrated Water Resource Management Plan (Integrated Plan).  As you are aware the 
YRBWEP Workgroup approved the Integrated Plan in 2011 and a final programmatic environmental impact 
statement was issued in early March by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and Washington Department of Ecol-
ogy. 
 
The development of the Integrated Plan by the YRBWEP Workgroup represents an extraordinary achieve-
ment.  Never before in the history of water resources and fisheries management in the Yakima Basin have 
such a diverse group of interests come together to unanimously support a plan to restore the basin’s ecology 
and improve water supply and management, and address the expected effects of future climate change. 
 
We are requesting your support in the amount of $10,000 for this Initiative to support 2012 activities, as pro-
vided in the attached proposed interlocal agreement, which has already been approved by Yakima County.  
We are confident that this education and outreach effort will be an important part of increasing understanding 
of the plan components and benefits, and help to strengthen and broaden the already significant plan support.  
Yakima County will act as the fiscal agent and funding would be sent to the attention of: 

 
Craig Warner, Budget Director 
Yakima County 
128 N 2nd St, Rm 232 
Yakima, WA 98901 

 
For questions, Craig can also be reached at 509-574-1313.  The Initiative will be implemented through con-
tract services and overseen by the YRBWEP Workgroup Implementation Subcommittee.   
 
The work scope for the Initiative includes: 
 Prepare talking points on Integrated Plan elements for use in communications.   
 Build standard presentation materials and handouts 
 Establish Speaker’s bureau for upcoming presentation opportunities, and schedule presentations at com-

munity based organizations, interest groups and other organizations as requested and as solicited 
 Identify appropriate media events and/or opportunities for press releases.  Solicit feature articles in North-

west print and broadcast media, east-side and west-side; Washington and possibly Oregon.   
 Prepare short articles for interest group newsletters (state and/or national) and coordinate with these 

groups to include articles. 
 Prepare and distribute targeted direct communications with the public, potentially including a dedicated 

website; direct mail fliers; public opinion survey; event booths, newspapers (editorial boards and feature 
articles and radio communications.  

 Provide monthly updates to the Implementation Subcommittee  
 
In addition to Implementation Subcommittee updates, each funding provider will receive at least quarterly 
report of services performed.  Thank you for your consideration of this request. 



Sincerely, 
 
YRBWEP Workgroup 
Implementation Subcommittee 
 

 
 
Attachment – County Agreement 
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