GENE DANA, SHERIFE

KITTITAS COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
307 W. Umptanum Rd ¢ Ellensburg, WA 98926
{509) 962-7525 & (509) 674-2584
FAX (509) 962-7599

March 28, 2011

Board of County Commissioners
Kittitas County Courthouse

205 West 5" Ave., Suitel 08
Ellensburg, WA 98926

RE: Special Event Application- ABATE Spring Opener
Dear Commissioners:

I have reviewed the special event application for the ABATE Spring Opener, ABATE (American
Bikers Armed Towards Education) s a non-profit organization dedicated to the Freedom of
Choice. Membership is open to anyone interested in promoting freedom of the roads. I believe the
organization has sincere intentions and I welcome small groups of motorcycles to visit our
county. Unfortunately, the ABATE Spring Opener has had a history of problems at their events
across the state and especially in Kittitas County.

ABATE held meets near Ronald for 13 years. The last tirne was the 1991 spring opener which
attracted 4,000 bikers. I worked the area as a trooper and recall that inside was uncontrolled with
incidents of assaults, rape, underage drinking, lewdness and intoxication. Qutside the event
included several bar issues with threats to police.

Sheriff McBride met with local law enforcement after the event. His opinion was “we are sitting
on a powder keg (with the event) waiting for it to blow.” He stated the situations with rival
motorcycle gangs last weekend was the worst in the last five years. He estimated 34 ABATE
members appointed to provide “internal” security was not adequate for the 3 to 4,000 people.
He felt that there was a high likelihood of rival MC gangs being armed in the area as the event
attracted separate encampments of outiaw motorcycle groups. There were reports of gunfire from
the ABATE encampments and reports of detonations of some kind of explosive device, There
was a report that 49 Gypsy Jokers crashed the gate refusing to pay. There were reports that
“snipers “were deployed around the perimeter of the encampment. There was a serious
intimidation of a Roslyn police officer along with public drinking in streets and parking
motorcycles on the sidewalks in Roslyn. EMS responded to two possible heart attacks, one
assault and two non-injury accidents related to the event.

Large amounts of overtime were required by all agencies {0 handle the event and McBride
recommended that the BOCC no longer sanction the event. Kittitas County forced ABATE to
move by denying liquor and food permits.

Since that time ABATE has moved around the State including Okanagan, Yakima and Klickitat
County. At Toppenish, the ABATE security blocked Sheriff’s deputies from entering the event
area to stop a fight. At the Zillah event (2000) there was a fatal shooting involving motofgyelg™
gang rivalry. The Sheriff worked with the organizers to boost security the following coﬁp.{e’”“ﬁ%””
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years, but ABATE refused to ban the OQutlaw Groups from entering the event and complained that
intense policing may have decreased attendance. The Yakima County Sheriff subsequently
opposed future events in Yakima County. ABATE eventually moved to the Klickitat County
Fairgrounds in 2010 and was required to have extra private security along with pre-event
planning meetings with the Sheriff. They promised the Commissioners that there would be no
nudity. Subsequently T-shirts came off during the “wet t-shirt” contest. (This was not good at the
fairgrounds.) The Commissioners were not pleased when the nude photos were posted on the
ABATE website stating they were from Klickitat County.

The location on private property near Easton has some concerns. It has no fencing to restrict
access by the underage or to protect adjacent landowners. They will not have a beer garden which
tells me it will be uncontrolled tailgate party or large groups congregating or caravanning to local
bars in Easton, Roslyn and Cle Elum. Local law enforcement cannot handle large intoxicated
groups at several locations at the same time, ABATE has not contracted with private security for
this event and I am not confident their own untrained security will be effective,

This event near Baston will have very little positive impact other then the two bars and grocery
store nearby. It will have a negative impact on the local residents and our regular weekend
visitors to the area. It will most likely create extra calls for service and extra costs for local law

enforcement.

In summary, this event will provide no benefit to the citizens of Kittitas County, it is not the
image we want for our county and will create an environment for problems to occur that we don’t
need. My recommendation is o deny the special permit as submitted.

. . )
Sincerely, ~+ i
> \Q’E‘% E : fr‘i‘”“'-'m

(Gene Dana,
Sheriff

Attachments
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group’s 1991 “spring opener” gath-
Foeriog that attracted an estimated
4,900,

By MIKE JOUNSTON
CRy Bditor
Kitiltas - County - Sherllf  Hob
Mefiride satd ho.goon will recotn
end to counly cotiininsioners thal
they  nol sshetion  the  endusl
ABATE . motoreyalist event pear
Ronodd noxt yeuer, .
MoBride said he came to this con.
clusion after Wmoeting with other law
snforevreit sgency officisls s Cle
Etum Thursday gnornieg 1o review
the events of June (53§, the ABATE

from representatives of the Rosiyn
and (e BElum police deparirments
and fromy othier county shopit! dopy-
ties, Washington Stits Patrol
troopers gnd state wildiife sgents,

eounissioners on U detalls of
what I learned,”” Meliride said,
“put the bottorm Hee is that iV's my

R The City of Ellensbury is currently apcepling sp-
g plications for voluntesr positions on the Arts Com- |
1 mission, Downtown Task Foros, Kousing and Com-
§ munity Development Commission, znd Planning
Commission, . :

B mgunﬂ?& HRawley, 264 floor, §
1 Pearl Streel, 9627222, tor an Sl
g more information. Applications meand:

1 the City Managar's Office by 5:00 paw), Wade
¥ June 26, 1991, _

s
33
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By PAT WOODIELL
-Contributing Writer
The 13th annual ADATT woring
opener, held the weekend of June

16, attracted “*hikers” to Upper Kit-

titas County and brought much.
needed revenue to the commynities
there, say business pesple. The
event also brought, accerding to
local government officials, a poten.
tal for trouble and, say some local
regidents, “g lot of nolse™ snd “a
negative aspect.” _
-A5 8 revenne gource, ABATE s
the biggest weekend of the yesr for
sorne of these bustnesses which de-
pend 4n sunmner trade to carry
them through the winter, according
to Michele Zeller, owner of Old No.
3, & tavernin Ronald. _
CWith- ABATEs fiture {n the
balance, sorne Upper County busk.
ness people are taking setion to tip
tha scales in their favor. Last week,

Kittitas County Shertff  Bob

McBride sald he will recommend to

county commissioners that they not.
ganctlon the ABATE event next

veut,.

“We are writing letters to m,.m
commissioners . and Yo the city

because we see nothing wrong with
ABATE and I think most of _WM

- feel
about the same way,”" satd Ms,

businessinen-ln. Upper Count

Z2eller.

Don May, owner of The Last
Resort, agrees,

Check around town on ‘the
ABATE weekend and yow'll find
most of the molels booked and the
restaurants, service stations and
grocery stores all busy,” he satd. “1
personslly feel ABATE i3 a big help
doliarwise to the community.

CAccording 1o Jim  Bower, of
Roslyn, chatrman of the ADATE
spring opener, not fust the bars and
restourants get the club’s business,
© “We try to keep an much money

-~ in the ares as possible, renting gen-

erators and cords and things from
T-and<C Rental, opening an sccount
with Harper's Lumber for at least
$00 to $500 worth. ol hardware and

. camping gear, and buying all of our

campstte fuel from Storeys.”
ABATE has a reputation for polic-
ing s own and leaving & clean
camypsite, _ _ _
This year ABATE members haul-
ed 43 sncks of trash out of the
campelte .~ before the weekend.

-~ 'They set up more poriable tollety

than required, worked hand-in-hand
with the county board of Heaith, and

left the mrea in hetter shape than

» Temperatures,

_belare, nccording to Bower.

| wKittitas Valley: m:oi!.« ogain _
forecasts on page 13

What then are the problems?

Concerny expressed by Roalyn -
residents range from the conunent
of Huazell Brodine, who says, ‘they .
may be slightly annoying hut we're
not ready to take up arms over it
to the action of the Robert Browitts,

who leaves town for the weekend to
escape the notae,

"Personally, I have no problem
with them,” sald Bob Harper, "It

was nolsy &nd ft blocked the strest s

bit. But the biggest problems were
up there st the site, and that was all
hearsay,” +

How much 18 hesrsay? How much
infact?

“At Jesat ABATE has an -

organization you can go to to get the-

~ facts and they will try to cooperate

with the community,” sald Dave
Divelbiss, former mayor of Roalyn,

who then related that & Memeorial
‘Day pienic st Jungle Creek had

been spoiled by target practicing
nearhy, BT

“If that had happenied at ABATE,

_ stapped,” he said.

“stay sway.”

Gary Berndt, mayor of Cle Elum,
N _ e a—————————— _ ] oy 1800 & Cautions evaluation of the -
[ —————————— —iation, _
¥ "We're desling with an' i
- complete hand," he said, indicating -
- #ll the facts are not in. A thorough
- Investigation needs to be done, All -
the - communlties nead to  get
.- together . and:
TABATBEM o

ane . wo

Bower, representing the organizas
Hon in Kittitas County, responded to

‘allegations“arising - over ~the.

weekend. S

~“The attendance was not 4,000 to -
5,000 bikers,” he ' said. “By-
verifiable. count, there were less
than 3,000, We didn't find any shell
canings, but we did find » ot of.
firecracker wrappers, And concern-

--ing the gate crashers, our state of-
ficers will contact the club and send

them a bill. We can't tell people to
Thie report that Sunset Restaurant
in: Cle: Elum  refused o serve’
ABATE members is unfounded, se.
conrding to Bonnle Snowden, owner. . -
“We are here 1o serve the public
and we never plok: and choose oue:

customery,” she satd. “On the day.

in question,: we were serving Fa-
ther's Day brunch and, for g short
time, travelers and ABATE mame

- bers allke’ were turned. away for -

lack of space.” '

S

discuss 1t with -
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The little town of
Goldendale, WA will
ai-wajys- mmember

http://'www .springopener.com/spring_opener_news_page.htm 03/22/2011
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Julie Kjorsvik

From:
Sent:
To:

Cce:
Subject;

jufie kKjorsvik@co.kittitas.wa.us

Wednesday, March 30, 2011 1.40 PM

Neil Caulkins

Julie Kjorsvik; Angela Bugni; Carolyn Denton

14070 | Updated Neil Caulkins prSR | Our office received an applica. ..

Special Event Application

From: Jutie Kjorsvik
For: Neil Cautking
Needed: Date 3/30/2011 12:00pm o
Task; Our office received an application from ABATE of Washington to hold the Spring Opener from June 16 19, 2011. Their
payment to process the application came in this afternoon. We were waiting on their payment before processing their
application. The Prosecutor's office needs to review the insurance infarmation.
1 weuld like to place this special event application on the April 5th Agenda, if possible. if you have specific questions
about their event | would suggest you contact the applicant directly.
Please have your written recommendation for approval or list any concerns you have with the application o our office no
later than March 30, 2011.
**Sheriffs Dept. please note the applicant is requesting a waiver to the noise ordinance to have hours of operation
beginning at 6:00 a.m. to 1:00 a.m. indicate if you recommend the Board approve this or not.
Thank you!
Julie Kjorsvik CO 3/2/2011 2:57:36 PM
Carolyn Denton reassighed TT to Neil Caulkins.
Category was sei to Commissioners.
Caroilyn Denton 3/2/2011 3:16:47 PM
Resolution:  They do not list Kittitas County as an Additional insured on the certificate of insurance. This is not acceptable.
Neil Caulking 3/30/2011 1:39:37 PM
File(s) View fila(s) . | .
uploaded:
Status: Open

Undate this request




KITTITAS COUNTY FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE

411 N. Ruby St., Suite 2, Ellensbwg, WA 98926

Office (509) 962-7657 Fax (309) 962-7682

March 30, 2011

Julie Kjorsvik

Clerk of the Board
205 W. Fifth Ave.
Ellensburg, WA 98926

Re:  ABATE Special Event Permit
Dear Ms. Kjorsvik:
Upon review of the above permit application, | have the following comments/requirements;

¢ A separate Event Permit along with an appropriate site plan is required for this eveni. A fee of
$130.00 shal! be submitted with the Fire Marshal's Office Event Permit application.

o Ali tents shall require a separate permit, with a floor plan showing seating areas, open
assembly areas, serving areas, etc., for all tents/membrane structures. The fent/membrane
structure material shall comply with the International Fire Code and NFPA 701 for flame
propagation performance, or shall be treated with a flame retardant that complies with NFPA
701.

Ali vendors shall have a minimum of 2A-10B:C fire extinguishers readily available for use.

e Any stage greater than 200 square feet or higher than 3feet that is erected for performances

shall be permitted and inspected prior fo use,
Parking shall be such that fire apparatus access is maintained.
¢ Please ensure that all required permits have been issued at least 14 days prior to the event,

The intent of the International Fire Code is to provide a reasonable level of life safety and property
protection from the hazards of fire, explosion or dangerous conditions. The requirements listed above
offer a reasonable level of fire and life safety protection for this project. Any questions or concerns
regarding fire service features or the comments listed above may be directed to the Kittitas County
Fire Marshal’'s Office at (509) 962-7000.

Sincerely,

Brenda Larsen
Fire Marshal

Prevemwntion e Eduvcation e ifnvestigation o Enforcement

Version 20092



Kittitas County Solid Waste Programs

925 Industrial Way, Ellensburg, WA 98926
Telephone: (509) 962-7070
Fax: (509) 962-7087

March 8, 2011

Kittitas County Board of Commissioners
205 W 5™ Ave Suite 103

Elensburg, WA 98926

Subject: Special Event Application

Dear Board of County Commissioners,

Kittitas County Solid Waste has reviewed the Special Event application, and spoken with the staff, for the “ABATE
Spring Opener”. The event staff has a recycling and garbage plan that meets our satisfaction.

Please contact me at [S09] 962-7577 if you have any questions.

Thank you.

Cordially,

Reno L Allphin
Solid Waste Specialist
Kittitas County Solid Waste




Julie Kjorsvik

Fron: Jerry V. Pettit

Sent: Thursday, March 03, 2011 §:10 AM

To: Julie Kjorsvik

Subject: RE: Special Event - ABATE Spring Opener

Olcwith mie.

From: Julie Kjorsvik

Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2011 2:55 PM

To: Brenda Larsen; Gene Dana; Clayton Myers; Ryan Berge; Chuck Reed; Kirk Holmes; Kelly Carlson; Patti Johnson; Reno
Aliphin; Linda Navarre; James Rivard; Jerry V. Pettit; Deanna J. Panattoni

Ce: Mandy Robinson; Catherine Dunn

Subject: Special Event - ABATE Spring Opener

{

Spring Opener from June 16 - 19,
were waiting on their pa f,«.% nent

Our office recelved an application from ABATE of Washington to hold the
" - j : é“) o

2011, Their payment to process the application came in this afternoon, We

before processing their application.

[would like to place this special event application on the April 5% Agenda, if possible. If vou have specific
guestions aboul thelr event [ would sugzest vou contact the applicant directly.

Please hav €& your written recommendation for approval ov list any concerns von have with the application to
our office no later than March 20, 2011,

“*Sheriff's Dept. please note the applicant is requesting a waiver to the noise ordinance to have hours of
operation beginniug at 6:00 a.m. t0 100 am. — ndicate if vou recommend the Board approve this or not.

Thank vou!

Chork of the Board
Rittitas County Board of Commissioners
O8-262-FR08

BOD-002-FETD Fax

bbb/ Twrarw oo kittites was us/f

i

Notice: All email sent to this address will be received by the Kittitas County email system and may be subject to public disclosure under
Chapter 42.56 RCW and to archiving and review.

From: bocc@co.kittitas.wa.us [mailte:bocc@eo. kittitas.wa.us]
Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2011 7:43 AM

To: Julie forsvik

Subject: Message from 60BW-1




Julie Kjorsvik

From: Chuck Reed

Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 12:50 PM

To: Julie Kjorsvik

Subject: RE: Special Event - ABATE Spring Opener
Hi Julie,

After consideration of this event being on private property and a short distance from 1-90, 1 don't anticipate any
interference with county roads or the traveling public. I don't believe any special provision will be necessary from county

roads.
Thanks

Chuck Reed

Road Foreman
1009 e 3rd street
Cle Elum wa 98922
Cell (H09-856-7077)

chuck.reed@co. kittitas. wa.us

Fromi: Julie Kjorsvik

Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2011 2:55 PM

To: Brenda Larsen; Gene Dana; Clayton Myers; Ryan Berge; Chuck Reed; Kirk Holmes; Kelly Carlson; Patti Johnson; Reno
Allphin; Linda Navarre; James Rivard; Jerry V. Pettit; Deanna J, Panattoni

Cc: Mandy Robinson; Catherine Dunn

Subject: Special Event - ABATE Spring Opener

Our office received an application from ABATE of Washington to hold the Spring Opener from June 16 - 1g,
2011, Their payment to process the application came in this afterncon. We were waiting on their payment
before processing their application.

Iwould like to place this special event application on the April 5t Agenda, if possible. If you have specific
questions about their event I would suggest vou contact the applicant directly.

Please have your written recommendation for approval or list any concerns you have with the application to
our office no later than March 30, 2011.

**Sheriff's Dept. please note the applicant is requesting a waiver to the noise ordinance to have hours of
operation beginning at 6:00 a.m. to 1:00 a.m. ~ indicate if you recommend the Board approve this or not.

Thank youl

Julie Kjorsvik

Clerk of the Board

Kittitas County Board of Commissioners
509-962-7508

509-982-7679 Fax

Wine/ Jwww.co Kiites. waus/




