KITTITAS COUNTY
LAND USE HEARING EXAMINER

IN THE MATTER OF ) RECOMMENDED FINDINGS OF
) FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF

RZ-08-00011 and SP-08-00046 ) LAW, DECISION AND

Nelsen Rezone and Short Plat ) CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL

THIS MATTER having come on for hearing in front of the Kittitas County Hearing
Examiner on April 9, 2009, the Hearing Examiner having taken evidence hereby submits the
following Recommended Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, Decision and Conditions of
Approval as follows:

I. RECOMMENDED FINDINGS OF FACT

I John H. F. Ufkes, authorized agent for James Nelsen, landowner, submitted an
application for a project related rezone from Forest & Range to AG-5 together with
an application for a short plat proposing a total of 3 lots on approximately 20.00 acres
ofland. (Staff Report)

2. The applicant is Jim Nelsen, 33405 6 Ave. S., Federal Way, WA 98003. The
authorized agent is Chris Cruse, P.O. Box 959, Ellensburg, WA 98926. (Application

materials)

3. Two of the proposed lot sizes are 5.0 acres and the third is 10 acres in size. (Staff
Report)

4. The project is proposed to be served by individual wells and individual septic

systems. (Staff Report)

3. The subject property is located east of the City of Cle Elum, south of Highway 970,
off of Lambert Road, Cle Elum, WA 98922, and is located in a portion of Section 31,
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10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

T20N, R17E, WM, in Kittitas County. Map numbers 20-17-31052-0001 & 20-17-
31052-0006.

Site Information:

Total Project Size: 20.00 acres

Number of Lots: 3 lots

Domestic Water: Individual Wells

Sewage Disposal: Individual Septic Systems
Power/Electricity: Puget Sound Energy

Fire Protection: Kittitas County Fire District #7
Irrigation District: N/A

(Staff Report)

Site Characteristics: The site consists of rolling slopes. (Staff Report)
Surrounding Property:

North: Residential

South: Open Space/Timbered
East: Residential

West: Residential

(Staff Report)

The Comprehensive Plan designation is Rural. (Staff Report)

The subject property is zoned Forest & Range, which allows for a 20 acre minimum
lot size. (Staff Report)

Applications for a rezone from Forest & Range to AG-5 and a 3-lot Short Plat were
received on October 14 2008. (Staff Report)

In accordance with Kittitas County code 15A.030.110, this project was accurately
posted with the “Land Use Action” sign as provided by Community Development
Services. The Affidavit of Posting was submitted to CDS on November 18, 2008.
(Staff Report) ’

The Notice of Application for a rezone from Forest & Range to AG-5 and a 3-lot
short plat was issued on November 25, 2008. (Staff Report)

Kittitas County issued a Determination of Nonsignificance (DNS) on March 6, 2009
in accordance with WAC 197-11-355 (Optional DNS process). There were no
appeals filed. (Staff Report)

RZ-08-00011 and SP-08-00046
Nelsen Rezone and Short Plat
Page 2 of 13



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24.

25.

The proposal is consistent with the goals and policies of the Kittitas County
Comprehensive Plan. The proposed subdivision will be adequately served by rural
levels of service. The lots will be served by individual wells and individual septic
systems. (Staff Report)

This proposal is consistent with Kittitas County Code Title 16 Subdivisions. (Staff
Report)

The Kittitas County Department of Public Works has conditioned the project and the
conditions are included at Attachment “A”. As conditioned, the proposal is consistent
with the provisions of Kittitas County Code Title 12. (Staff Report)

The following agencies provided comments during the comment period: Kittitas
County Public Health, Kittitas County Public Works, Department of Transportation.
(Staff Report)

No comments were received from the public. (Staff Report)

Public and agency comments that were received were considered by the Hearing
Examiner in rendering this Decision and forming Conditions of Approval. (Hearing
Examiner finding based on the record)

This Application was found to be Technically Complete as required by law. (Staff
Report))

The entire Planning Staff file was admitted into the record at the public hearing.
(Public hearing record)

Also admitted into the record was Exhibit 1 which is a Department of Ecology
metering comment dated April 6, 2009. (Hearing Examiner finding based upon
public hearing)

The Kittitas County Community Development Services recommended approval of
this permit(s), subject to the recommended conditions of approval. (Public hearing
record)

Public hearing after due legal notice was held on April 9, 2009. Appearing and
testifying on behalf of the applicant was John Ufkes. Admitted as Exhibit 2 to the
hearing is an April 9, 2009, letter from Mr. Ufkes with attached Exhibits 1-3. (Public
hearing record and Hearing Examiner finding based upon public hearing)
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