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Chapter 1 1 Plan Overview

Transportation Needs in a Growing County

Kittitas County is the third fastest growing county in the state and this growth is placing greater

demands on the transportation system. The County has also seen recreational trafficincrease

party EI EEUUIT wUOT 1 wEOUOUawhbUwl EUPOawWUI EETT EwEawOUUwWUU
people are drawn to its mountainous landscape andnumerous recreational opportunitie s.

Freight movement continue sto grow, such ascontainer trucks taking timothy hay to the Seattle

and Tacomainternational ports. All of this growth requires investments in our transportation

system to:

A Maintain the existing system.
A Promote safe and efficient travel.

A Add capacity needed for planned growth.

This is atwenty -year transportation plan that provides strategies and guidance i OU wUOT 1 w" 6UOU0 a
investments in roads, public transportation, air, rail, bicycle/pedestrian facilities, and
recreational access. The overall goal of this plan iso:

Provide a balanced and well -maintained

transportation system for the safe and efficient

movement of people, goods and services.
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Kittitas County Vicinity Map
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What are we planning to do ?
A Preserve and maintain Kittitas County z 865miles of arterial roads and bridges.

A Improve roads that do not meet design standardsE EE OUE D OT wU Opudsity | w" OUOUaz U
system and asfunds become available.

A Improve r oads with high accident rat esand target road deficiencies that affect safety
EEEOUEDOT wOOwWUT T w" OUOUVazUwxUPOUPUawUaUUl OwEOE wWE
A Preserve right of way for additional routes to establish a better grid system of roads,

especially in areas thathave only one way in and one way out and in areas experiencing a
large amount of new development.

A Maintain r oadway capacity at an acceptable level of serviceby monitoring and forecasting
development growth and identifying infrastructure improvements needed to address
expected growth in the next 20 years.

A Continue supporting programs that provide e ssential public transportation services for the
EOQUOUazUwUI Ob O U-hoomdpdlEtion. EWEOE wOOb
A Implement strategies as funding becomes availableto encourage people to travel in

carpools, vanpools, or busessuch as establishingpark and ride lots or expanding existing
shuttle servicesto nearby county residents.

A Program improvements needed to connect travelers and freight to airports and rail
services

A Include constructi on of pedestrian paths and bike routes with major reconstruction
projects when they are within the non -motorized system plan and develop inter -agency
partnerships to seek grants for paths and bike routes.

A Coordinate with US Forest Service and Washington State Parks and Recreation to establish
off-road parking facilities to provide access to theover 500 miles of snowmobile and dirt
bike trail sin the county.
A Identify r oadsthat are needed0 OWEEET UUwWUOT 1T wEOU Odnddettlo | EUI EUDOOI
partnership s wi th other jurisdictional agencies to seek funding to improve or construct
these roads.
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How is th is Plan organized?

Chapters 2 through 11 provid e details for each of the subjects describedabove. Then Chapter
12 indicatesthe phased implementation strategy and finance component.

The supporting documentation for the recommendations described in the plan is provided in
appendices. These appendicednclude existing conditions, hazardous elimination program,
forecasting model documentation, existing and futu re conditions, coordination with local
agencies,transportation grant sou rces available, and locations of existing snowmobile trails .
Finally, there are two companion reports that provide the data and model documentation for
this planning document:

1. Technical Report and Technical Appendix - feature the engineering analysis that went into

developing this Transportation Plan. All traffic counting, level -of-service, accident, safety,
functional classification, new road prioritizations and related engineering methodologies
and findings are presented here.

2. Model Documentation ¢ provides more detail on the transportation modeling process and

methodology.
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Chapter 2 1 Preservation and Maintenance

Preservation and Maintenance Activities

Kittitas County z gbal is to provide sufficient amount of preservation and maintenance funds to
keep the 565 centerlinemiles (1,025 lane miles)of roads and bridges in good working order.

The Public Works Department determines the optimal use of these funds by evaluating each
roadz life cycle and then either scheduling the resurfacing of theseroads right before the end of
their life cycle or prolong ing their life cycle by addressing maintenance needs such agpatching
pot holes and building up shoulders.

The preservation program identifies the year that the county roads need to be resurfaced
according to roadway surface type, traffic impacts, and if the road is scheduled for major
reconstruction or widening. C ounty roads that have a Bituminous Surface Treatment (BST) are
chip sealed at leastonce every seven years The County chip seals approximately 75 centerline
miles of road each year. A plan for chip seaing roads during a typical year is shown in the
figure on the following page.
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Other maintenance activitie s that support the preservation of the county road system and help
maintain access throughout the year include:

Brooming (sand cleanup and after roads are chip sealed).
Pot hole patching and asphalt blade patching.

Seal coating, crack sealing, and fog seaihg.

Gravel road maintenance.

Shoulder maintenance and shoulder restoration.

Storm drainage and irrigation maintenance.

Sidewalk, path, and livestock crossing maintenance.
Street lighting and traffic control devices.

Snow and ice removal.

> > > > > > > > >

Roadside maintenance including vegetation control, litter pick -up, and fence repair.

Snow Plowing P rocedures

During winter conditions, the Public Works Department will snow plow county roads in  a
prioritized order with the highest priority applied to major roads having sc hool bus routes and
postal service routes. Some roads have very limited or no winter maintenance and persons are
cautioned to proceed at their own risk.

Kittitas County includes mountainous terrain with high elevations and heavy snowfall. Roads
in these areas can bechallenging to snow plow, causing difficulties for emergency vehicle
access.

If an emergency incident were to occur during snow conditions, t he Public Works Department
attempts to respond as quickly as possibleto clear a path for emergencyvehicle access
However, general snow removal is not considered an emergencyresponse taskand roads are

normally plowed according to their prioritized order.
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Striping Procedures

Someroads require centerline striping, edge line striping, passing lane striping, bike lane
striping, and turn pocket striping. Roadsthat receive center line striping include all major and
minor collector routes, local access roads with a traffic volume greater than 500 ADT, a
continuation of a connecting collector route, and other roads as directed by the County Engineer
for safety issues. Roads that receive edge line striping include all major collector routes and
minor collector routes with a pavement width of 22 feet or greater and a traffic volume greater
than 500 ADT. Edge line markings are recommended but not required for paved, two -way
travel ways that are a continuation of a connecting roadway section with edge line markings.
The County Engineer evaluates whether roads should be striped that do not meet the above
criteria based on accident history, speed limit, sight distance, horizontal curves, and vertical

curves.

Goals-Policies-Objectives , Costs, and Funding

2-1 GPO: Kittitas County shall provide scheduled preservation and maintenance of
its valuable roadway assets. Additional finance options for sustaining a
high level of care and maintenance shall be explored.

Estimated Cost: Arterial Asphalt Overlay Program: $ 300,000 year
Chip Seal Program: $1,200,000 year
Striping Program: $ 130,000 year

Funding Sources;: CAPP and Local Funds
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Chapter 3 1 Road Standard Deficiencies

What is a Deficient Road?

County roads that do not meet design standards are considered deficient. Design standards are
found in the Kittitas County Road Standards (KCRS)and must also bein accordance with
Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) and American Association of State
Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) standards. The following tables indicate the
major components of KCRS county road design standards and access spacingequirements:

Table 3-1
Rural Area Public Roadway Design Standards
Average Shoulder Total Cut Slope
Functional Right of Lane Width
Daily Width Pavement | Side Slope | orFill
Classification | Way (BST/HMA)
Traffic (BST/HMA) | Width Slope
0-399 Local t Yz huhuz huz I Kz 4:1 2.1
400749 | Local or b Yz huhuz I 2 It z 4:1 2:1
Collector
750 + Local or b Yz huhuz t 2z I Wz 4:1 2:1
Collector
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Table 3-2
Access Spacing Requirements

Road Classification Posted Speed Limit Acce.ss

Spacing
Rural Local Access or All Urban Classifications 35 mph or less Y Y z
Greater than 35 mph Y Y z
Rural Minor Collector 35 mph or less huk Y z
(parcel access should be to a local if possible) Greater than 35 mph tYYZ
Rural Major Collector 35 mph or less kYYz

(parcel access should beo a local if possible) Greater than 35 mph oY Y Y

The KCRSalso requires that county roads be designed as follows:
A Minimum design speed of 25 mph.

A Bridge clear width shall accommodate the full width of the traveled lanes and should ers of
approach roads.

A Roads shall intersect no more than 10 degrees froma right angle.

Road standard variances may be granted by the Road Variance Committee The composition of
this committee is defined in the KCRS. Variances are considered on a casby-case basis and the
committee considers whether the granting of a variance is in the public interest and meets
safety, function, fire protection, appearance, and maintainability.

Deficient County Roads

3pl OUawx] UET OUwOIi apprbximaté YA Drillasgdt) noth@ e EGRG g
Fortunately, 89% of theseroads have daily traffic volumes of less than 1,000, which reduce their
negative impact on the system. Conversely, their low volumes artificially diminish their

standing and need for improvement. Appendix A provides a summary of the roadway analysis
showing the road segments that do not meet road standards.
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The County has programmed about one-mile of improvements each year to widen shoulders
and improve the pavement structure of roads . In addition to this dedicated local funding
source, state and federal funding sources are sought to improve road deficiencies. The County
has been successful in securing state funding for major reconstruction projectssuch asthe
Nelson Siding Road to be constructed in 2009 and the Westside Roadto be constructed in 2012.

Bridges Not Meeting Sufficiency Ratings

The County road system includes 267 bridges and structures- 112 of these structures are 20 feet
or greater in width . The FederalBridge Replacement Advisory Committee (BRAC) classifies
structures 20 feet or greater in width as bridges. Bridges are eligible forreplacement funding
from BRAC when their sufficiency rating is lower than 50 and the bridge is structurally

deficient or functionally obsolete. Bridges qualify for rehabilitation funding from BRAC when
the sufficiency rating is 80 or lower and the bridge is structurally deficient or functionally

obsolete. BRAC will not fund the replacement or rehabilitation of any structures less than 20
feet wide .

AlloftheCOUOUaz UWEUDPET I UwE Ul evérdoyéats UTh&insfetton @éntifiesU wO O E |
potential problems and maintenance issues so that corrective measures can be taken.

Bridges that have sufficiency ratings below 80 and structures less than 20 feet wide with
sufficiency ratings below 60 are shown in the figure s on the following page s, and detailed
information is provided in Table s 3-3and 3-4.

Kittitas County Long Range Transportation Plar2008 Pagell



KITTITAS COUNTY

>
e
=
-
o
o
7))
©
e
£
'

c
L
2

c

o
=

C
=

o

Q.

2

o

©

-
-

Bridges Over 20 ft
Needing Replacement

Legend
BRIDGES

ROADS

WSDOT ROADS

NELSON SIDING RD- BIG CREEK

\-,\

| SMITHSON RD - DRY CREEK

I CLARKE RD - DRY CREEK

I S THORP HIGHWAY-WESTSIDE DITCH

| SANDERS RD-WILSON CREEK

| WILSON CREEK RD-CASCADE CANAL

| BROWN ROAD - MANASTASH CREEK %\*

LOWER GREEN CANYON - HIGHLINE CANAL |

M

REECER CREEK - HIGHLINE CANAL I

THOMAS RD - NANEUM CREEK I

NANEUM RD-HIGHLINE CANAL |

]

*’/ COLOCKUM RD-HIGHLINE CANAL I

*/ NANEUM RD-CASCADE CANAL |

| MANASTASH RD-MANASTASH CREEK \\*

| DENMARK RD-PARKE CREEK r’//"q

KITTITAS HWY-TOWN DITCH | ="

TJOSSEM ROAD-TOWN DITCH |

2007 Kittitas County Department of Public Works



KITTITAS COUNTY

>
e
=
-
o
&)
7))
©
e
£
'

c
L
2

c

o
=

C
=

o

Q.

2

o

©

-
-

Bridges Under 20 Feet
Needing Replacement

Legend
ROADS
WSDOT ROADS
BRIDGES

/

\ﬁ TEANAWAY RD-RRIGATION CANAL

BALLARD ROAD-MUSSER CREEK

N THORP HIGHWAY-CASCADE CANAL |

nanLTon

RobomS

e’ sar

LOWER GREEN CANYON

auroso

REECER CREEK

| HUNGRY JCT ROAD-CASCADE CANAL &

o 50 CREEK

o

l KLOCKE TOAD TRESTLE r

=

vowens

| S THORP HIGHWAY-WESTSIDE DITCH

e g sanvins
|BENDERROADJOWNDHCH : PN -y
i t
INOGROADJOWNDWCH L Hon
H %
|KWT”ASHMﬂFNANEUMCREEK(3STRUCTURES” VI §
i‘ o

COOKE CANYON RD-COOKE CREEK

mo«AsJ LYONS ROAD-NANEUM CREEK (2 STRUCTURES)

J KITTITAS HWY-TOWN DITCH

= FAIRVIEW RD-COLEMAN CREEK (3 STRUCTURES) |

LYONS ROAD-CREEK

FAIRVIEW RD-CASCADE CANAL |

KITTITAS HWY-COLEMAN CREEK |

KITTITAS HWY-IRRIGATION DITCH (3 STRUCTURES) |

]

CLERF ROAD-CARIBOU CREEK |

I N FERGUSON RD-TOWN DITCH

vy
<
o

I S FERGUSON RD-COOKE CREEK (2 STRUCTURES) |

— 3
| S FERGUSON RD-CARIBOU CREEK r/ ¢
/
CLEMAN ROAD-TOWN DITCH ”d’/’f’

ousr

cexmanx

waren

BADGERPOCKETRDcASCADECREEK(ZSTRUCTURES”
~ =N

CARROLL RD-CASCADE CANAL
BADGER POCKET RD-IRRIGATION DITCH |

PUNPING PLANT

camoN

MoRRISON
R

ver

L 2 oo
H
*m WPA ROAD-TURBINE CANAL ]

SILICA ROAD-PUMP DITCH |

2007 Kittitas County Department of Public Works



Table 3-3
Kittitas County Bridges
Below Sufficiency Rating 80 (width => 20 feet)

Bridge# Bridge Name Sufficiency Rating vear

Rated
77141 Manastash Road over Manastash Creek 46.26 2005
89321 Wilson Creek Road over Cascade Canal 52.62 2005
89301 Sanders Road over Wilson Creek 58.10 2006
79042 Kittitas Highway over Town Ditch 60.80 2006
80171 Colockum Road over High line Canal 61.05 2006
98271 Reecer Creek Road over HigHine Canal 61.13 2006
87131 South Thorp Highway over Westside Ditch 61.95 2006
89091 Naneum Road over High line Canal 64.10 2006
89331 Naneum Road over Cascade Canal 64.20 2006
04291 Nelson Siding Road over Big Creek 66.00 2005
88082 Clarke Road over Dry Creek 66.50 2006
99325 Thomas Road over Naneum Creek 67.30 2006
79144 Denmark Road over Parke Creek 67.30 2006
78041 Brown Road over Manastash Creek 67.30 2005
98281 Lower Green Canyon Rd over High line Canal 68.20 2006
97251 Smithson Road over Dry Creek 71.90 2006
79141 Tjossem Road over Town Ditch 79.90 2006
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Table 3-4
Kittitas County Bridge Structures
Below Sufficiency Rating 80 (width < 20 feet)

Bridge# Bridge Name Sufficiency Rating| Year Rated
93010B | Cooke Canyon Road over Cooke Creek 29.86 2006
701820B | Carroll Road over Cascade Canal 43.02 2005
792410B | Badger Pocket Road over irrigation ditch 43.78 2006
790910B | North Ferguson Road over Town Ditch 46.95 2006
792110B | South Ferguson Road over Cooke Creek 46.95 2006
792510B | Cleman Road over Town Ditch 48.31 2006
602210B | Silica Road over Pump Ditch 48.76 2005
892110B | Brick Mill Road over Naneum Creek 48.77 2006
790410B | Kittitas Highway over C oleman Creek 48.96 2006
882740B | Bender Road over Town Ditch 49.18 2005
872440B | S. Thorp Highway over Westside Ditch 49.31 2005
790520B | Number 6 Road over Town Ditch 49.47 2006
891420B | Fairview Road over Coleman Creek 49.78 2005
892810B | Lyons Road over Naneum Creek 49.89 2006
892720B | Lyons Road over creek 49.89 2006
892720B | Lyons Road over Naneum Creek 49.92 2005
600820B | WPA Road over Turbine Canal 49.97 2005
792210B | S. Ferguson Road over Caribou Creek 49.98 2006
882020B | Klocke Road Trestle 50.39 2005
881540B | Hungry Junction Road over Cascade Canal 51.26 2005
060920B | Teanaway Road over irrigation canal 53.31 2003
790440B | Kittitas Highway over Naneum Creek 54.51 2005
790520B | Kittitas Highway over irrigation canal 54.51 2006
790310B | Kittitas Highway over irrigation canal 55.26 2005
790210B | Fairview Road over Cascade Canal 56.38 2005
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Table 3-4 Continued
Kittitas County Bridge Structures
Below Sufficiency Rating 80 (width < 20 feet)

Bridge # Bridge Name Sufficiency Rating| Year Rated
790430B | Kittitas Highway over irrigation canal 56.45 2006
793620B | Badger Pocket Road over Cascade Creek 56.74 unknown
790130B | Clerf Road over Caribou Creek 56.79 2005
803420B | Parke Creek Road over irrigation canal 5683 2006
973310B | N. Thorp Highway over Cascade Canal 57.22 2006
790550B | Kittitas Highway over Naneum Creek 58.13 2005
790530B | Kittitas Highway over Naneum Creek 58.13 2003
792110B | S. Ferguson Road over Cooke Creek 58.98 2006
891410B | Fairview Road over Coleman Creek 59.83 2005
891440B | Fairview Road over Coleman Creek 59.83 2006
0730:0OB | Ballard Road over Musser Creek 60.94 2005

Bridges and Structures Not Meeting Sufficiency Ratings

Load ratings were also identified for all county bridges in 1994. Two bridges were ident ified as
having inadequate load ratings and therefore not able to handle normal truck traffic and
permitted overweight loads. These bridges have been posted and are funded and scheduled for
replacement. They include:

A West Fork Teanaway Road Bridge over the Teanaway River.

A Naneum Road Bridge over Naneum Creek.

Hard -Surfacing Gravel Roads

There are 53 miles of gravel roads in Kittitas County on a total of 69 different roads. The
County has a ranking system for prioritizing hard-surfacing improvements needed for gravel
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roads. The priority system uses the following criteria to rank roads for funding improvements :
Number of residential structures on road .
Average daily traffic volume on road.

Speed limit of road.

Whether it is a school bus or mail route.
Economic feasibility to construct improvements.
Federal Functional Classification of the road.
Whether it is a through -route or dead-end road.

The reduction of maintenance expenditures that would result from these improvements .

> > > > > > > > >

Whether it provides recreational access

The County has programmed about one-mile of improvements each year for hard-surfacing
gravel roads so they meet design standards.

Turn -Around s Needed

There are eighty-seven deadend roads without turn -arounds in Kittitas County. The County
has a ranking system for prioritizing the construction of turn -arounds with the following
criteria:

Surface type of road.

Average daily traffic volume on road .
Speed limit of road.

Whether a school bus needs to turnaround.
Federal Functional Classification of road.

Pavement Condition Index rate of road .

> > > > > > >

Safety considerations for vehicles and maintenance equipment (snow plows).

The County programs for the construction of one turn-around each year.
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Goals-Policies-Objectives , Costs, and Funding

3-1 GPO: Kittit as County shall seek and program funds to improve deficient roads to
meet Kittitas C ounty Road Sandards.

Estimated Cost. Improv ing Deficient Roads Program: $ 150,000/ year

Major Reconstruction Program: $2,000,000 year
Bridge Reconstruction Program: $ 100,000 year
Hard -surface Gravel RoadsProgram:  $ 120,000/ year
Turn-around Program: $ 10,000 year

Total: $2380,000/ year

Funding Sources: RAP, STP,BRAC, TIB, Forest & Highway, Sales & Use Tax,and Local Funds
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Chapter 4 17 Road Safety Improvements

How safeD Uw3 T 1 w"Tékbspokiatiqn Qystem?

In Washington State, there are 600 transportationrelated fatalities each year. In Kittitas
County, there were 12 fatal collisions in 2004, 10 fatal collisions in 2005and 7 fatal
collisions in 2006. Although these fatalities did not occur on county roadways, there were

many injury related accidents that occurred on county roads. High accident locations and roads
that have safety related deficiencies are identified be low as areas that need improving.

Public Work s has implemented a hazard elimination program that targets safety related road
deficiencies such as inadequate clear zone, narrow shouldersand sub-standard road alignment.
Additionally, Public Works has b een working with the WSDOT Safety Corridor Program to
implement safety features that target high accident locations. Examples of safety improvements
being implemented include installing guardrail where warranted, improving the turning radius
of tight inte rsections, constructing safety pull -outs, and adding rumble strips to alert drivers

that they are drifting out of the lane .

High Accident Locations

The following corridors and intersections had three or more accidents during the 20042006

analysis period:

A VantageHighway: 43 accidentswith 14 involving an injury. More details are provided in the
description of the Safety Corridor program below.

A Kittitas Highway: 38 accidents with 14 involving an injury. More details are provided in the
description of the Safety Corridor program below.

Bullfrog Road 9 accidents.

Westsiak Road:13 accidents with 4 involving an injury .

Thorp PrairieRoadt Elk Heights Interchange vicinity3 accidents.
ManastashRoadt CoveRoadintersectionvicinity : 4 accidents.
Umptanum Road:10 accidentswith 2 involving an injury.

> > > > > >

S. Thorp Highway from-B0O to Robinson Canyon Rodlaccidentswith 1 involving an injury .

Kittitas County Long Range Transportation Plar2008 Pagel9



Reecer Creek RoadUniversity Way+ Old Highway Tern 5 accidentswith 1 involving an injury .
Look Rod: 13 accidentswith 7 involving an injury .

Wilson Creek Roatl Brick Mill Road 3 accidentswith 2 involving an injury .

Wilson Creek Roatl Game Farm Roaé:accidents.

Brick Mill Rd from Wilson Creek Rd to Fairview Rd accidents with 2 involvi ng an injury .

> >y >y > > >

Huntzinger Road 9 accidentswith 6 involving an injury.
31T Ul wi DT T WEEEPEI OUWOOEEUPOOUWEUT wUT OPOwWOOwWxET T wl
-1 1T EPOT w2EiIi 1T Uaw( OxUOYI OI 6UUG -

Kittitas Highway and Vantage Highway : There has beena history of significant accidentson
these two corridors, with 125 crashes occurring on Kittitas Highway and Vantage Highway

from 1997 to 2002 A Safety Corridor program was establishedin 2003 for these two corridors to
identify potential solutions to decreas e this high rate of accidents. The Safety Corridor program
established a task force that advocates physical improvements within the corridor as well as
improved driver safety education and awareness to educate all users on roadway rules,

promote responsible behavior, and save lives. Key findings of this program include:

A Driver Inattention - is the cause of crashes at a rate 304%igher than similar
highways in the region.

A Failure to Yieldt is the cause of crashes at a rate 24 higher than on similar high ways
in the state and 50%more often than on similar roadways in the area.

A Improper Passing is the causeof crashes at a rate91% higher than on similar
roadways in the area.

A Disregarding a Stop Sigh is the cause of crashes at a rate70% more often than on
other roads in the area.

The Task Force implemented a safety education program andincreased law enforcement along
the two corridors . The Public Works Department has programmed minor improvements to
improve safety on thesetwo highway sto be installed in 2008. These improvements include
constructing centerline rumble strips and reflectors, installing reflective signs at intersections,
providing reflective flexible markers on the pavement edge, installing flashing beaconson stop
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signs at key intersedions, and providing aerial enforcement striping.

Hazard Elimination Program

In 1999, Public Works identified hazardous conditions on roads throughout the county and
improvements needed to mitigate these hazards. The identified hazards range from narrow
roads and shoulders to reduced visibility and objects in the clear zone. This information was
prioritized in the Public Works hazard elimination program for integration into the

transportation improvement program. In 2006, t here were 63projects remaining in the hazard
elimination program, which are listed in Appendix B. The higher priority projects are described
in detail below.

Inadequate Clear Zone: A clear zone is the area on the side of a road where a errant vehicle
that runs off the road is able to safely come to a stop. It is also referred to as aecovery zone. If
this area is inadequate, guardrail may be warrant ed. Roads identified as needing guardrail or
other clear zone improvements are listed below and shown i n the figure on the follow ing page.

A Thrall Road at bridges, canals, and fills (MP 0.00 to MP 5.30)

Prater Road from Boylston Road (MP 0.33) for 0.5 miles (MP 0.83)

Teanaway Road Bridge (MP 7.03 to MP 7.08)

S. Thorp Highway at bridges, canals, overpasses, and fills (MP 0.00 to MP 544)
N. Thorp Highway at bridges, canals, and fills (MP 5.56 to MP 10.43)

Thorp Prairie Road at bridges, canals, slopes, and fills (MP 0.00 to MP 7.64)
Lambert Road Bridge (MP 0.67to MP 7.00

Intersection of Brown Road and Umptanum Road

Intersection of Reecer Creek Road and Robbins Road

> > > > > > > > >

Intersection of Wilson Creek Road and Alford Road
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Narrow Shoulders: High volume roads with narrow shoulders are another safety concern.
Roads need adequate shoulder width in order to help vehicles avoid accidents, to provide space
for law enforcement activity, and to provide more room for large farm equipment to negotiate.
One exampleis the Kittitas Highway. The Traffic Safety Corridor Project has recommended
widened shoulders along th is road to allow adequate space for enforcement activity.

There are 119 miles of county roadway that have substandard shoulders and speed limits
greater than 35 mph. Safety PullOuts spaced in one-mile intervals could greatly improve the
safety on these roads, especially orroadways with rolling or mountainous terrain where sight
distance is limited. An illustration of a typical pull -out facility is shown below.

{——

centerline of roadway

I ——

600" , 100* . 600"

ecige of right-of-way

SAFETY PULL-0OUT

Sub-Standard Road Alignment: County roads that have sharp curves or intersections that are

difficult to negotiate because of the crosdJ OUT 1 Uz UWEODT 001 OUWEEQWET wEwWUEI
alignment is more of an issue in Upper County d ue to the mountainous terrain county roads

must negotiate here. Realigning the roads to bring them to design standards typical ly involves

purchasing right of way and costly reconstruction.
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An analysis of roads that need curve or intersection alignment improvements should be
conducted. Current road improvement projects that include safety realignment are :

A Nelson Siding Road
A Westside Road

A Fowler Creek Road and Westside Roadintersection

Goals-Policies-Objectives , Costs, and Funding

4-1 GPO: Kittitas County shall implement safety improvements in areas with high
accident locations.

4-2 GPO: Kittitas County shall continue seekin g and programming hazard elimination
program funds to improve safety related road deficiencies so they meet
county standards.

4-3 GPO: Kittitas County shall seek and program funds for widening narrow shoulders
and for provid ing Safety Pulloutsalong the most critical corridors. Priority
shall be given to routes with high -volume school bus stops, public
transportation stop locations, and traffic law enforcement.

Estimated Cost  Countywi de Safety Enhancements Program:  $140,000/year

Funding Sources. (Federal) STP Rural County 2-Lane Program and STP Intersection & Corridor

Safety Program (only applies to roads that are established on the Federal
Functional Classification as Major Collector or above)

(State) Rural Arterial Program (only applies to road s that are established on
the Federal Functional Classification in rural areas as Minor Collector or
above)

Local Funds
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Chapter 5 17 New Corridors

New Corridors for Better Access

Kiti UEUw" OUOUaz Uwx Ox UOE uréfio @swhing EamUthel poplaiich grodthuatei w
expected to grow by a multiplier of 1.43 to the year 2025. The most concentrated growthis
expected to occurin the Cle Elum-Roslyn-Suncadia sub-areaand surrounding the City of
Ellensburg. New corridors are neededto accommodate this future growth. Also, new corridors

are needed for improved road network connectivity and additional access for emergency
service areas

When new development projects occur in areas that this plan has identified as needing new
corridors, the new facility would likely be for the benefit of new development. In these cases,
developers (anyone subdividing land) will be required to build and dedicate the right of way
for these roadsto the County. These new corridors will be built to meet Kittitas County Road
Standards for public roads. When land is subdivided, road improvements are generally
required for a development to meet Kittitas County Road Standards . Other new corridors not
directly related to new development projects will require federal or s tate grants with local
matching funds.

New orridors were identified in locations that are experiencing increaseddevelopment and in
need of additional accessand improved connectivity . Thesenew corridors are conceptual and
the specific alignment for th ese connections will be determined as future development occurs.

The new arterial corridors that have been identified are shown in the figure on the following
page. Detailed information regarding the potential benefits of these projects and ther estimated
cost of construction are shown in Table 5-1. The costs were estimated for comparison purposes
only, using the assumption that it cost $1.62 million per mile . Engineer design estimates have
not been prepared.
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Table 5-1
Kittitas County New Corr idors

Estimated Cost

Project Description Benefits and Development Characteristics (In Million s)

Improve access to hdustrial Park, Airport, and | -90; providing economic

Bowers Road to Look Road growth with better access to jobs. Estimated 2,40 ADT in 2025, LOS A.

Connector Level terrain. $14
By-pass congested areas and access developable asto provide economic

Middle Fork Teanaway Rd to growth . Estimated 900 ADT in 2025, LOS A. Rolling to mountainous

Salmon La SacRd. Connector terrain. $100

Salmon La SacRd./Cooper Lake Coordinate with US Forest Service to connect Forest Service Roads forma

Rd./FS Rd 4600000 to FS Rd 4930 emergency access that is open during the summerseason. Rolling to

000Kachess Lake Rd.Connector mountainous terrain. $5.0
Provide secondary access to Cle Elum Lake vicinity and by-pass congested

Winston Road to 1-90 Connector areas. Improve transportation grid system in sub -area. Rolling terrain. $5.0
Provide improved connectivit y between Alliance Road and Roslyn and by-

Alliance Road to Dakota Road pass congested areas of SR 903. Improve transportation grid system in Cle

Connector Elum-Roslyn area. Rolling terrain. $2.0
Provide secondary access parallel with Nelson Siding Road and Westside

Fowler Creek Road to Nelson Siding | Road. Improve transportation grid system in sub -areaand access to

Road Connector recreational areas Rolling terrain. $4.5
Provide secondary access parallel with Fowler Creek Road and Woods &

Pasco Road- Westside Road Steele Road. Improve transportation grid system in sub -area. Rolling

Connector terrain. $1.5
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Table 5-1 Continued
Kittitas County New Corridors

Estimated Cost

Project Description Benefits and Development Characteristics (In Millions)

Provide secondary access parallel with Westside Road ultimately

Pasco Road- Woods & Steele Road | connecting Pasco Road withUpper Peoh Point. Improve transportation grid

Connector system in sub-area. Estimated 1,500 ADT in 2025, LOS A. Rolling terrain. $15
Provide secondary access parallel with Westside Road, ultimately
connecting Pasco Road with Upper Peoh Point(near BPA corridor). Provide

Woods & Steele Road toGraham improved transportation grid system in sub -area. Estimated 2,400 ADT in

Road Connector 2025, LOS A. Rolling terran. $1.5
Provide secondary access parallel with Westside Road, ultimately

Graham Road to Upper Peoh Point connecting Pasco Road with Upper Peoh Point. Improve transportation grid

Rd Connector system in sub-area. Estimated 1,600 ADT in 2025, LOS A. Rtihg terrain. $4.0

PaysRoadto Godawa Lane Provide improved connectivity between Lower Peoh Point and Upper Peoh

Connector Point. Improve transportation grid system in sub -area. $2.0

Godawa Lane to Upper Peoh Point Provide improved con nectivity between Lower Peoh Point and Upper Peoh

Road Connector Point. Improve transportation grid system in sub -area. $2.0

Alliance Road to 6th Street Provide secondary access parallel with SR 903 and north and west of Cle

Connector Elum. Improve transportation gr id system in sub-area. $2.0

190 Exit 85 (Sunset Hwy)to Lower Provide second river crossing in Cle Elum. Improve transportation grid

Peoh Point Road (Yakima River system in region. Provide economic growth with access to developable

Crossing) Connector areas and jobs. Estimated 2,600 ADT in 2025, LOS A. Rolling terrain. $1.5
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Table 5-1 Continued
Kittitas County New Corridors

Estimated Cost

Project Description Benefits and Development Characteristics (In Millions)
Hidden Valley Road to Ranch Road | Improve transportation grid system in sub -area. Estimated 1,600 ADT in
[ US 97Connector 2025, LOS A. Rolling to mountainous terrain. $3.0
Silverton Road to Weaver Road Improve transportation grid system in sub -area. Improve access to
Connector developable areas and jobs. Flat to rolling terrain. $1.0

Improve transportation grid system in region with improved east -west

Smithson Road to Wilson Creek access north of Ellensburg. Improve access to developable areas. Estimated
Road Connector 800 ADT in 2025, LOS A. Rolling terrain. $4.0
Reecer Creek Road to Tipton Road | Provide improved east-west connectivity north of Ellensburg. Improve
Connector transportation grid system in sub -area. $3.0
Bowers Road to Faust Road/ US 97 | Provide improved eastwest connectivity west of Ellensburg. Improve
Connector transportation grid system in sub -area. $2.0
Bender Road to Dry Creek Road Provide improved east-west connectivity west of Ellensburg. Improve
Connector transportation grid system in sub -area. $1.5
Judge Ronald Road Extensiont Improve transportation grid system in sub -area that is expected to be
Wilson Creek Road to Fields Road congested. Flat terrain. $2.5
Strande Roadto Hanson Road Improve transportation grid system in sub -area thatis expected to be
Connector congested. Flat terrain. $2.5
Pfenning Road to Kittitas Highway Improve transportation grid system in urban area. Estimated 1,000 ADT in
Connector 2025, LOS A. Flat terrain. $0.5
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The County has also identified future roadway networ k needs that would greatly benefit
county citizens but are under different jurisdictions, including WSDOT, Cle Elum, and
Ellensburg. These areshown in Appendix E - Coordination with Local Agencies . The County
will encourage and support efforts by these jurisdictions to provide these improvements.

Goals-Policies-Objectives , Costs, and Funding

5-1GPO: Kittitas County shall strive to achieve a modern, state -of-the-art
transportation service, which expands and grows with the needs of its
growing populati on.

Estimated Cost. $1,000,000- New Corridors annually (includes projects funded by the private

sector)

Funding Sourcest:

A (Federal) STP Regional Program
A (State)Rural Arterial Program (State) Transportation Improvement Board

A Private Sector: Developersneeding access, would either construct all or a
portion of the roads.

A Road Improvement District (RID)?2

! Federal and state grants are generally only available for roads that are on the federal functional classification system.

2 This is a method established by the State Legislature for improving county or private roads (RCW 36.88) that are paid by an
assessment on the lots, tracts, or parcels specially benefited by the improvement. The RID process is usually initiated by a
petition that is signed by the owners of a majority of the acreage within the proposed RID boundaries and by the owners of a
majority of the front footage measured along both sides of all roads proposed for improvement. The Board of County
Commissioners will then hold a hearing to decide whether to create the district, determine the period of time the assessment
must be paid (typicall5 to 20 years), and set the assessment interest rate. RIDs shall include all property specially benefited
by the proposed improvement, if possible. This includes ownerships served by easements from the improved roads if it is their

principal access amulwvnerships abutting the improved roads even if they are served by another easement.
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Chapter 6 17 Operating Conditions

How Operating Conditions of County Roads are Defined

Operating conditions of County roads are depicted by the U O E Eapacity and level of service
The capacity of a transportation facility is the maximum number of vehicles that can use the
facility under specified conditions . A transportation facility will not generally operate at its
capacity, but at a reduced level where traffic conditions range from free flow to stop-and-go
conditions. The typical method of measuring these different operating conditions is referred to
as level of service (LOS). Letters designate each level, from A to F, with LOS A representing the
best operating conditions and LOS F the worst. Each LOS represents a range of operating
EOOCEPUDPOOUWEOEwWUIT | wEUDYI Uz Wititad Odudty adopledt@eund$ wlOi 1 Ul wE
standard for rural areas at LOS C and for urban areas at LOS D. The County may consider
changing the LOS standard on corridors that cross into Ellensburg and Cle Elum jurisdictions to
be consistent with city LOS standards in a future update of the Comprehensive Plan.

What are Concurrency R equirements for Transportation Projects?

The Growth Management Act (GMA) requires that transportation improvements to

accommodate development impacts must be made concurrently with land development.

2" OOEUUUI OEa~>» wOl EOUwWUT EVWEOCawli 1 ET EwbOepiénty | O OUUw
or that a financial commitment exists to complete the improvements within six years. The

concurrency goal, linking development approval and public infrastructure , was established in

the 1990 GMA as follows:

Public facilities and services. Ensure hat those facilities angervices necessary to support development shall
be adequate serve the development at the time the development is availattedpancy and use without
decreasing current levels of serviedow locally established minimum stkamds [RCW36.70A.020(12)].

standards, the GMA prohibits development approval unless transportation improvements or
strategies to accommodate the impacts of developmentare made concurrent with the
development.
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Existing Operating Conditions of County Roads is Acceptable

In general, the existing transportation network is in good operating condition. Existing average
daily traffic volumes on roadways range from less th an 10 vehicles t08,200vehicles. These
volumes are very low compared to daily traffic volumes on typical arterial road s statewide.

An intersection level of service analysiswas conducted for EOQw? EUUTI UPEQwUOwWEUUI UD
collectors) intersections in the county ¢ which included 77 intersections in Kittitas County z U

jurisdiction. This analysis shows that all intersections currently operate at an acceptable level of

service and mostintersections operate atthe high level of service ?A.? The following table

summarizes this analysis and Appendix B - Existing & Future Conditions provides additional
detail.

Table 6-1
Existing Level of Service
2U00EUVUawlOl w* PUUPUEUW" OUO
LOS Number of intersections % of intersections
A 68 88%
B 8 11%
C 1 1%
D 0 0
E 0 0
F 0 0
TOTAL 77 100%

What will the Operating Conditions be in 2025?

Future traffic volumes on Kittitas County roadways are estimate d to increase approximately
150%by the year 2025. These volumes are low compared to daily traffic volumes on a typical
arterial roadway. PM peak hour volumes on County roadways will vary from 120 vehicles per
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hour on Taneum Road at the Thorp Highway to 880 vehicles per hour on Vantage Highway at
Wilson Creek Road.

LOS was calculated using Synchro6.0 and the 2000 HCM methodologies The results of the LOS
analysis for future conditions at the arterial -to-arterial plus collector intersections are
summarized below in Table 6-2 (see Appendix B - Existing & Future Conditions for further
details). This analysis showed that in 2025 most intersections will continue to operate at a
relatively high level -of-service as summarized below:

Table 6-2
Future Level of Service - 2025
2000EUawlOi w*pUUPUEUW" OUO
LOS Number of intersd®ons % of intersections
A 39 51%
B 27 35%
C 9 12%
D 0 0
E 2 2%
F 1 1%
TOTAL 77 100%

In Washington State, growth in travel demand has exceeded the capacity of the transportation
system. In Kittitas County, the system is responsive today but may become sluggish in the
future - primarily in areas just east of Ellensburgt if traffic flow is not addressed. The three
intersections that are projected to be below level of service standardsin 2025are shown in the
following figure and described below.
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1. Kittitas Highway -No 6 Road. ThisBOUI UUT EUPOOwPUwl UUPOEUI EwUOOwWOXI
current PM peak hour. With the anticipated growth in traffic volume, the intersection is
x UONT EUIl EwUOOWET TUEET wOOw+. 2w?$>» wkrdtes@d dtwel Y1 Kk wODOI
way stop sign-controlled intersection with a single lane on each approach. The stop signs
are supplemented with a four -way flashing beacon mounted over the center of the
intersection. The posted speed on Kittitas Highway is 50 miles per hour. The Kittitas
"OUOUAWUUEOGEEUVUEWI OUwUT PUwWBOUI UUT EUPOOwWPUwW+. 2w?"
This intersectionz Uwi VUG WE O WE wwb Ox UOY I E uctnfemed toafolr! 2 wbi wbU
way stop sign-controlled intersection. Special advance signing will be required to install
stop signs on Kittitas Highway with the existing 50 -mph posted speed. The four-way stop
can be supplemented with a flashing red beacon by converting the existing yellow flashing
beacon at this location.

Estimated Cost: $1,000.

2. Brick Mill Road -Wilson CreekRoad.3 1T PUwPOUI UUI EUPOOwWPUwWI UUDPOEUI EL
the current PM peak hour. With the anticipated growth in traffic volume, the intersection is
x UONT EUIl EwOOWET TUEET wOOw+. 2w? %? wbOwUI 1T wt YI KkwOUDOI
way stop sign-controlled intersection with a single lane on each approach. The posted
speed on Wilson Creek Road is 50 miles per hour. The County standard for the intersection
PUw+. 2w?" 82
3T PUwWPOUT UUI EVBGEOWET Wb U0 .1 Euconaded to2adodr! 2 wbi wb U
way stop sign-controlled intersection. Special advance signing will be required to install
stop signs on Wilson Creek Road with the existing 50-mph posted speed. The four-way
stop can be supplemented with a flashing red beacon toenhance the posted signs and
enable approaching vehicles better visibility of the stop condition.

Estimated Costs: $500 stop signs. $20,000 flashing beacon.

3. University Way ¢ Reecer Creek Road. This intersectioniUwl UUDOEUI EwUOCalw 1 UEUI
in the current PM peak hour. With the anticipated growth in traffic volume, the intersection
PDPUwx UONIT EUI E wU Guidithel202% thnk bokizOrw #t cL2renfly operates as aT-
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intersection with a stop sign controlling southbound traffic . The posked speed onUniversity

Way is 40 miles per hour and on ReecerCreek Road is50 miles per hour. The County
UUEOQOEEUEwWI OUwUT T wbOUI UUT EUPOOwWPUw+. 2w?" 62 wuw
3T PUwWPOUT UUI E EEE DUET Wb IUWWY .| FwaffitGignal is hstePdd» wd 1 w
at this intersection. Special advance signing will be required on University Way .

Estimated Costs: $£00,®0.

Although the above intersections just east and west of Ellensburg are the only significant county

road intersections identified as having a LOS below standard, there are three other locations

outsideof UT T w" OUOUaz UwNUUD U E bthel 0Sstandartl & LOSICHr@a) aidE OO wE T O
LOS D (urban) in 2025

A 190 EB ramps / Bullfrog Road (Exit 80)west of Cle Elum
A Canyon Road / 190 EB ramps in Ellensurg
A Alder Street / 14" Avenue in Ellensburg

Another area of emerging concernfor increasing traffic levels is the Cle Elum-Roslyn-Suncadia
sub-area. The Suncadia Master Planned Resort, at build out, will add 3,785 new residential
units and will have a ripple effect on the population growth in the cities of Cle Elum and
Roslyn. The County should carefully monitor the traffic impacts on County roads in this sub-
area as growth occurs.

Operating conditions of intersections throughout the county will con tinue to be monitored and
addressed as needed.
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Goals-Policies-Objectives, Costs, and Funding

6-1 GPO:

6-2 GPO:

Estimated Costs

Funding Sources*

Kittitas County roads shall be well maintained and operate efficiently. The
level-of-service (LOS) standard for roadways in rural areas shall be

+. 2% 2 uW®OS $tandardi OUWUOEEPEaAaUWDOWUUEEQWEUI EUuU

areas shall be improved to maintain the LOS standard or proposed
development that would utilize those facilities shall not be approved.

$21,500¢4 combined costs for 2 locations.

(Federal) Intersection and Corridor Safety Program, Rural County Two -
Lane Roadway Program, STP Regional Program

(State)Rural Arterial Program

Local Funds

% Federal and state grants are generally only available for roads that are on the federal functional classification

system.
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Chapter 7 17 Essential Access Needs

Who Has Essential AccessNeedsin Kittitas County ?

Kittitas County is home to many persons who are unable to drive or do not have a personal

automobile. These nondrivers tend to be older adults, youth, personswho have disabilities,

and individuals with low incomes. Although they are unable to transport themselves, they still

have basic transportation needs such as accessingssential services, employment, and other

daily activities. Persons needing transportation assistancein Kittitas County identified the

following top three destinations: grocery shopping, medical appointments, and the pharmacy 4.

Aging Population: The200y w4 2 w" I OUUUwWET U1 UOD Ol dgundipodalationt 350 UD UE U w
years and older) waU whuhud + o wOl wUT T wE OU O Uhes3yeatddidoldeO Owx Ox UOEUD (
population group is expected to increase from 4,146 personsin 2005to 7,499 persons in 2025%

an 81%increase during the twenty year period 5. The aging population group needs

transportation services for health care, social services, nutrition, shopping, banking, social

events, religious services, and visitations to friends and family. ¢

Persons with Dis abilities: The proportion of persons with disabilities to the overall county
population is 18.3%¢ higher than Washington Statez &verage of 16%. The areas with the
highest concentration of persons with disabilities are in the Upper Kittitas County areas of Cle
Elum, Ronald, Thorp, and South Cle Elum ¢ peaking with 42.7% of 1 O O Es@dpuglation having
individuals with disabilities. Persons with disabilities often need transportation services to
access employment, health care, social services, recreatiorgnd social events.’

Youth Population: The youth enrolled in our schools was 4,841 in 2005 (Cle Elum/Roslyn-1,022;
Easton-115; Ellensburg-2,939; Kittitas-591; and Thorp-175). Most youth are unable to drive and

4 Coordinated Public TransitHuman Services Bnsportation Plan, Quadédittitas, Lincoln, Grant and Adams
5 Source: Office of Financial Management
6 Transportation Needs Surveypordinated Public TransitHuman Services Transportation Plan, Quadco

! Transportation Needs Surveypordinated Pulit Transiti Human Services Transportation Plan, Quadco
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need transportation for after school activit ies, summer activities, recreation, child care,
alternative schools, and post-secondary education.®

Low -Income Individuals: Of the overall county population, 19.4%are persons living below the
poverty threshold and 31%are persons receiving assistance fom the Department of Social and
Health Services (DSHS). Kittitas County had the sixth lowest median household income in
1999 in Washington State, up from the fourth lowest county in 1989. Low income individuals
often need transportation services to sccial services, health care, job search, education, training
opportunities, employment, shift -work, and child care.

General Public: There are economic and social benefits from public transportation services for
the general public as well. Public transportation provides an alternative transportation source
to jobs, retail businesses, and community events.

How Accessible are Major Employers and Services?

The top destinations for Kittitas County residents who are unable to drive are generally located
in Ellensburg such as the DSHS Community Service Office,the hospital, and many major
employers. Table 7-1 indicates the major employers in Kittitas County and Table 7 -2 indicates
the distance persons must travel to access major destinationdfrom communities thr oughout the

County.
Table 7-1
Major Employers in Kittitas County
Major Employers Location # of Employees
Central Washington University Ellensburg 1,330
Ellensburg School District Ellensburg 364
Kittitas County Ellensburg 339
Kittitas Community Hospi tal Ellensburg 315
Anderson Hay and Grain Ellensburg 280

8 Transportation Needs Surveypordinated Public TransitHuman Services Transportation Plan, Quadco

Kittitas County Long Range Transportation Plar2008 Page39



Table 7-1 Continued
Major Employers in Kittitas County
Major Employers Location # of Employees
Fred Meyer Ellensburg 205
City of Ellensburg Ellensburg 180
Shoemaker Manufacturing Cle Elum 180
Twin City Foods Ellensburg 105
Super 1 Foods Ellensburg 100
Cle Elum/Roslyn School District Cle Elum/Roslyn 100
Suncadia Resort Roslyn 95
Table 7-2

Distance to Major Service Providers (miles)

Major Service Providers

Cle Elum
Easton
Ellensburg
Kittit as
Ronald
Roslyn
S. Cle
Elum
Thorp
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Hospital , DSHS, WorkSource, Courthouse
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Senior Center, Community Action Agency
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Social Security Office

Public Transportation Availability
Transportation services are provided by HopeSource for persons with disabilities and special
needs," | OUUE Qw6 EUT BOT U O O usheghbuvid, NbdHvesterny Drailwdyd) UU O1 O w

Airporter Shuttle, volunteer organizations, and a taxi provider.
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HopeSourceprovides low cost transportation service to all citizens of Kittitas County. It
operates its door-to-door service, Monday through Friday from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Rides
must be scheduled 24 hours in advance. Service to Yakima is provided twice a month.
HopeSource services have been funded by a Washington State Department of Transportation
grant that expires June 30, 209. HopeSource provides:

25,000 annual rides on diata-ride and deviated service

15,000 annual rides for seniors and lowincome individu als

10,500 annual rides for seniors accessing social, health care, nutrition, and shopping
3,500 annual rides for Cle Elum, Roslyn, and Ronald seniors

Central Transit fixed route service in Ellensburg

> > > > > >

Medicaid eligible non -emergency medical transportation

HopeSource is working closely with People For People to identify transportation coordination
across county lines. They are also working with Elmview, the City of Ellensburg, and Central
Washington University to identify resources for a fixed route that wo uld provide additional
service to downtown Ellensburg.

People For Peoplecoordinates transportation services for non-emergency medical visits for
Medicaid eligible clients. They coordinate volunteer drivers, fuel vouchers, and collaborations
with other tr ansit services. People For People brokered 5,823 rides for residents of Kittitas
County with a total transportation cost of $175,880 (from July 1, 2005 to June 30, 2006).

Central Transit is a general public transportation fixed route system operating with support
from CWU students, Elmview Central Washington Disability Resources, and the City of
Ellensburg. It is operated by HopeSource. It includes bus stops, operates on a scheduleand
does not require advance scheduling. There were over 32,000 rides povided in 2006. That
represented a 49% increase over the previous year.Service and hours have expandedin 2007.

Greyhound and Northwestern Trailways provide limited accessinterstate and interregional
transportation service. Both of these bus lineshave only one stop in Kittitas County at the Pilot
Travel Center on US 97 inEllensburg. Greyhound Bus Line provides service on its eastwest
line along the 1-90 corridor and the 1-82 corridor. Northwestern Trailways provides service on
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its north -south line from Omak to Ellensburg.

Airporter Shuttle provides four trips daily between Yakima, Ellensburg, Cle Elum, and Seattle.
In Ellensburg, the Airporter Shuttle pick -up and drop -off sites are at the Ellensburg Inn and
Central Washington University. Seattle sites are at the SeaTac Airport and Amtrak Station in
downtown Seattle.

Volunteer Chore Services (VCS)ffers volunteer drivers for low -income seniors and adults with
disabilities. Service is limited and contingent upon the VCS office having a volunte er to match
the need of the client.

Elmview is a non-profit agency located in Ellensburg that provides services to disabled

individuals to assist program participants to gain independence and self -reliance. Elmview

provides program participants with trans portation to access employment, training, social

Ul UYPET UOWEOEwWUOwWOI 1 OwUT 1 wbOEDPYPEUEOzZ UwxUDPOEUA wOI
been able to meet all the transportation needs of the program participants.

Hospice Friends, located in Ellensburg, provides transportation for anyone living in Kittitas

County with a life threatening illness. The primary focus is transportation to

chemotherapy/radiation treatments in Yakima. Hospice Friends train volunteer sto provide

individualized transportatio n. In 2005, Hospice Friends provided 69 rides. Service is very

limited and depends upon the availability of volunteers.

Central Washington Comprehensive Mental Health (CWCMH) provides individualized
transportation for CWCMH Kittitas County clients that a re receiving mental health services.
CWCMH Case Managers provide some limited transportation for clients to access medical
appointments, shopping, and bill paying.

Rodeo Town Taxi is the only taxi service in Kittitas County, operating out of Ellensburg.

Future Public Transportation Demand

According to the 2000 Census,0.5% of the trips made from home to work are by public
transportation in Kittitas County . Demand for public transportation service is expected to grow
in areas of concentrated growth and land patterns. Moreover, it may be assumed that the
"OUOUaz UwUx1 EDE Oudkkircding, disabled@td eldeByO @il aantinue to grow
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proportionate to the forecasted growth of the general population. Finding solutions for meeting
their mobilit y needs will continue into the future.

Considering the increasing aging population, persons with disabilities, youth population, and
low -income individuals in Kittitas County, it is estimated the future public transportation
demand in 2025 is 5.0% of tle total trips. This estimate also assumes thapublic transportation
serviceswould be made available for both the special needs population and the general public.
This percent of trips translates into approximately 1,270 peak hour trips. Using the
transportation planning model, the locations of where these public transportation trips started
and ended were determined and the model indicated that approximately 90 trips would be
made on 1-90in each direction and the highest demand for trips would be conc entrated within
Ellensburg and in the Cle Elum / Suncadia / Roslyn sub-area.

School District Transportation

There arefive school districts in Kittitas County with a total of 4,841 students enrolled in 2005.

Each of the districts provide stransportation services to studentswith their own equipment,

driver training, maintenance, and operations. School districts also provide some transportation

for after-school activities and for extracurricular events. The state allocates funds toeach school

district based on a formula that identifies the number of students and miles from school that

UOUET OUUWEUT wOUEOUxOUUI EBww3l PUWEOOOEEUDPOOWEODI U0z
School districts must supplement their transportation allocation with | ocal funds t+ which often

results in a shortage of funds to provide transportatio n for after-school activities. A study

conducted in 2006 indicated that school districts in Kittitas County provide transportation for

1,985 students or 714,600 passenger tripduring a school year and receive an average state

reimbursement of $1.67 per trip. °

The County coordinates with the school districts to identify school safety zones, no -parking
zones adjacent to schools, and improvements needed for bus stops or bus turmrounds.

® Coordinated Public Transit Human Services Transportation Plan; 2006; QUADCG®ittitas, Lincdn, Grant, and

Adams.
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The County prioritizes roads that need a turn -around based partly on whether a school bus

Ox1 UEUIl UwEUwWUT EVWOOEEUDPOOS ww3 T PUwPUWEOwI 01 O O0wOoI
turn -around is programmed for construction each year.

Public Works plans to incorporate needed improvements at high volume bus stop locations into

OT1T w" OUOUazUwxUONIT EUwx Ub OU D UlBtdfthigrvidne bus €dpl UUS ww3 T D
locations and a priority system for constructing improvement s neededat these locationssuch as

signage, wider shoulders, pedestrian/bicycle trails, sidewalks, or crosswalks. The project

prioritization pr ocess will also have added criteria for rating roads that experience a high

volume of public transportation or school bu s travel but have significant geometric deficiencies.

The Ellensburg School District has identified the following roads as being of concern:
Upper Green Canyon Road
Upper Cooke Canyon Road

Charlton Road

> > > >

Rustic Lane north of Thomas Road (not a county maintained road)

County Transportation Authority and  Public Transportation Benefit Area

Counties have the authority to establish an unincorporated PTBA under RCW 36.57.100 or a
County Transportation Authority (CTA) under RCW 36.57.020. The CTA includes the entire
county and all incorporated areas within the county while the unincorporated PTBA includes
only unincorporated areas.

The establishment of aPublic Transportation Benefit Area (PTBA) for Kittitas County was
considered in 1993. A nine member Board of elected officials was formed to develop a county
transit plan and present a ballot initiative to consider increasing the retail sales tax to provide
operating revenue for a countywide transit system. The ballot failed and the public
transportation sy stem was not established.

In 2004, a Special Needs PTBA was formed and included the Board of County Commissioners
and designees from the City Councils of Ellensburg, Cle Elum, South Cle Elum, Roslyn, and
Kittitas. This Board began preparing a draft plan for special needs public transportation in the
Kittitas County. The Special Needs PTBA has not received voter approval to fund services.
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Goals-Policies-Objectives, Costs, and Funding

7-1 GPO: Kittitas County shall support efforts to provide access to transportation that
strengthens communities and promotes self-sufficiency and general welfare
of special needs populations.

7-2 GPO: Kittitas County shall support efforts to provide public transportation
services to thegeneral population.

7-3 GPO: Kittitas County shall work together with public transportation providers
and School Districts to identify roadway locations where improvements are
needed for safe public vehicle operations.

7-4 GPO: Kittitas County shall continue exploring different resource s for providing
public transportation services in Kittitas County asthe demand for public
transportation services grow.

Estimated Costs.  $10,000 annually for improvements related to school travel

Funding Sources:

A (Federal) Section 5311(f} Intercity Bus Grant Program, SafeRoute-to-School Program,
Intersection and Corridor Safety Program, Transportation Enhancements Program, Walking
and Biking Program

A (State) ParaTransit / Special Needs Grant Program, Rural Mobility Grant Program,
Transportation Partner ship Program, Pedestrian Safety and Mobility Program, Pedestrian
and Bicycle Safety Program, Safe Routes to School Program, School Zone Safety Program,
School Zone Enforcementt Performance based Grant Program

A (County) Turn Around / Bus Turnaround Program
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Chapter 8 1 Alternatives to Driving Alone

Commuting Patterns

Kittitas County is centrally located, easily accessible and within commuting distance to several
regional employment centers. The 2000Census found that 15,209workers resided in Kittitas
County and traveled to work. Of theseKittitas County residents, 2,451 traveed across county
boundaries to work in other counties. Additionally, 13,518personswork ed in Kittitas County ,
with 7600f theseworkers residing outside of Kittitas County. The following table and figure
provides information on the number of workers commuting between nearby counties :

Table 8-1
2000 Census
Kittitas County Commuting Patterns
Number
of
Area of Residence Area of Work Place Workers
Kittitas Co Kittitas Co 12,78
King Co, Pierce Co, Snohomish Co,
Kittitas Co
Kitsap Co, and Island Co 1,341
Kittitas Co Yakima Co, Benton Co, Franklin Co 684
Kittitas Co Grant Co 133
Kittitas Co Chelan Co 32
Yakima Co, Benton Co, Franklin Co Kittitas Co 365
King Co, Pierce Co, $iohomish Co,
Kitsap Co, and Island Co Kittitas Co 171
Grant Co Kittitas Co 50
Chelan Co Kittitas Co 45
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