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SHALLBETTER LAW
3201 Airport Rd.

Cle Elum, WA 98922 www.shallbetterlaw.com
Dir: (509) 674-3836 traci @shallbetterlaw.com
PUGET SOUND NORTHERN CASCADES KitTiTAS COUNTY CENTRAL WASHINGTON EASTERN WASHINGTON

July 12, 2008

RECEIVED

Ms. Jill Arango Mr. Darryl Piercy

Cascade Land Conservancy Kittitas County CDS JUL 15 2008
409 North Pine Street 411 North Ruby, Ste. 2 ] NTY
Ellensburg, WA 98926 Ellensburg, WA 98926 ©/TT1TAS €0

RE: Comprehensive Plan Amendment Application for De-designation
Ms. Arango and Mr. Piercy,

I am in receipt of Ms. Arango’s letter dated July 10, 2008 where she questions my
clients’ application requesting that the County de-designate Section 11, T21M, R12E.,
W.M. of Kittitas County (“Section 11”) from “Commercial Forest,” to “Rural.”

Ms. Arango is correct that the application was filed by three of the property owners in
Section 11. The remainder of property in Section 11 is owned by the Cascade Land
Conservancy. The applicants do not purport to be seeking the de-designation on behalf
of the Cascade Land Conservancy. The applicants, however, believe that the facts that
make de-designation of their 240 acres appropriate are equally pertinent to the balance of
the property in Section 11. In an effort to propose a logical boundary and make a
consistent recommendation for de-designation, the applicants have proposed de-
designation of the entire Section 11.

Notably, we believed that the Cascade Land Conservancy would actually find that if de-
designation were to be appropriate for the applicant’s properties in Section 11, it would
be a coup for the Cascade Land Conservancy to have the entire Section 11 de-designated,
given that Cascade Land Conservancy hold title to the balance of Section 11. Such de-
designation would actually make Cascade Land Conservancy’s holding of the balance of
Section 11 even more valuable for the public insofar as the Cascade Land Conservancy
would be preserving and protecting from development property that could be platted into
20 acres lots instead of property that could only be platted into 80 acre lots.

We are not aware of any requirement in RCW 36.70A or in the County’s requirements
for comprehensive plan amendment applications that would preclude an individual or
entity from requesting and recommending a change in the comprehensive land use
designation of property that the applicant does not own. Indeed, according to the
County’s Comprehensive Plan:

Any interested person, including applicants, citizens, county
commission and board members, and staff of other agencies may
suggest plan or development regulation amendments. The suggested

BIG FIRM CREDENTIALS...SMALL TOWN SENSIBILITY.

2010 Comprehensive Plan Docket and Record - Page 569 of 1013



amendments shall be docketed with the Planning Department and
considered by Kittitas County Planning Commission and Board of
County Commissioners on at least an annual basis, consistent with
the provision of RCW 36.70A.130 and the regulatory reform act
ESHB 1724.

(Chapter 1, B). If for some reason I have overlooked an applicable provision of the laws
or regulations that preclude my clients from requesting de-designation of Section 11, I
trust you will bring it to my attention.

The applicants believe that Section 11 does not meet the State or County criteria for the
“Commercial Forest” designation and believe that de-designation would be appropriate
for the entire Section. The applicants therefore have requested that the County de-
designate all of Section 11. With that said, if Cascade Land Conservancy believes there
are reasons that support treating the property owned by the Cascade Land Conservancy
differently from that of the applicants, we welcome presentation of such reasons through
the public participation process.

Sincerelyy
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Traci Shallbetter

cc: client
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