RCW 36.70A.030
Definitions.

Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Adopt a comprehensive land use plan" means to enact a new comprehensive land use plan or to update an
existing comprehensive land use plan.

(2) "Agricultural land" means land primarily devoted to the commercial production of horticultural, viticulturat,
floricultural, dairy, apiary, vegetable, or animal products or of berries, grain, hay, straw, turf, seed, Christmas trees not
subject to the excise tax imposed by *RCW 84.33.100 through 84.33.140, finfish in upland hatcheries, or livestock,
and that has long-term commercial significance for agricultural production.

(3) "City" means any city or town, including a code city.

(4) "Comprehensive land use plan,” "comprehensive plan," or "plan" means a generalized coordinated land use
policy statement of the governing body of a county or city that is adopted pursuant to this chapter.

(5) "Critical areas" include the following areas and ecosystems: (a) Wetlands; (b) areas with a critical recharging
effect on aquifers used for potable water; (c) fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas; (d) frequently flooded areas;
and (e) geologically hazardous areas.

(6) "Department" means the department of community, trade, and economic development.

(7) "Development regulations” or "regulation” means the controls placed on development or land use activities by
a county or city, including, but not limited to, zoning ordinances, critical areas ordinances, shoreline master programs,
official controis, planned unit development ordinances, subdivision ordinances, and binding site plan ordinances
together with any amendments thereto. A development regulation does not include a decision to approve a project
permit application, as defined in RCW 36.70B.020, even though the decision may be expressed in a resolution or
ordinance of the legislative body of the county or city.

(8) "Forest land" means land primarily devoted to growing trees for long-term commercial timber production on
land that can be economically and practically managed for such production, including Christmas trees subject to the
excise tax imposed under *RCW 84.33.100 through 84.33.140, and that has long-term commercial significance. In
determining whether forest land is primarily devoted to growing trees for long-term commercial timber production on
land that can be economically and practically managed for such production, the following factors shall be considered:
(a) The proximity of the land to urban, suburban, and rural settlements; (b) surrounding parcel size and the
compatibility and intensity of adjacent and nearby land uses; (c) long-term local economic conditions that affect the
ability to manage for timber production; and (d) the availability of public facilities and services conducive to
conversion of forest land to other uses.

(9) "Geologically hazardous areas" means areas that because of their susceptibility to erosion, sliding,
earthquake, or other geological events, are not suited to the siting of commercial, residential, or industrial
development consistent with public health or safety concerns.

(10) "Long-term commercial significance" includes the growing capacity, productivity, and soil composition of the
land for long-term commercial production, in consideration with the land's proximity to population areas, and the
possibility of more intense uses of the land.

(11) "Minerals" include grave!, sand, and valuable metallic substances.

(12) "Public facilities” include streets, roads, highways, sidewalks, street and road lighting systems, traffic signals,
domestic water systems, storm and sanitary sewer systems, parks and recreational facilities, and schools.

(13) "Public services" include fire protection and suppression, law enforcement, public health, education,
recreation, environmental protection, and other governmental services.

(14) "Recreational land" means land so designated under *RCW 36.70A.1701 and that, immediately prior to this



designation, was designated as agricuitural land of long-term commercial significance under RCW 36.70A.170.
Recreational land must have playing fields and supporting facilities existing before July 1, 2004, for sports played on
grass playing fields.

(15) "Rural character" refers to the pattemns of land use and development established by a county in the rural
element of its comprehensive plan: ‘

(a) In which open space, the natural landscape, and vegetation predominate over the built environment;

(b) That foster traditional rural lifestyles, rural-based economies, and opportunities to both live and work in rural
areas;

(c) That provide visual landscapes that are traditionally found in rural areas and communities;

(d) That are compatible with the use of the land by wildlife and for fish and wildlife habitat;

(e) That reduce the inappropriate conversion of undeveloped land into sprawling, low-density development;
(f) That generally do not require the extension of urban governmental services; and

(9) That are consistent with the protection of natural surface water flows and groundwater and surface water
recharge and discharge areas.

(16) "Rural development" refers to development outside the urban growth area and outside agricultural, forest, and
mineral resource lands designated pursuant to RCW 36.70A.170. Rural development can consist of a variety of uses
and residential densities, including clustered residential development, at levels that are consistent with the
preservation of rural character and the requirements of the rural element. Rural development does not refer to
agriculture or forestry activities that may be conducted in rural areas.

(17) "Rural governmental services" or "rural services” include those public services and public facilities historically
and typically delivered at an intensity usually found in rural areas, and may include domestic water systems, fire and
police protection services, transportation and public transit services, and other public utilities associated with rural
development and normally not associated with urban areas. Rural services do not include storm or sanitary sewers,
except as otherwise authorized by RCW 36.70A.110(4).

(18) "Urban growth" refers to growth that makes intensive use of land for the location of buildings, structures, and
impermeable surfaces to such a degree as to be incompatible with the primary use of fand for the production of food,
other agricultural products, or fiber, or the extraction of mineral resources, rural uses, rural development, and natural
resource lands designated pursuant to RCW 36.70A.170. A pattern of more intensive rural development, as provided
in RCW 36.70A.070(5)(d), is not urban growth. When allowed to spread over wide areas, urban growth typically
requires urban governmental services. "Characterized by urban growth" refers to land having urban growth located
on it, or to land located in relationship to an area with urban growth on it as to be appropriate for urban growth.

(19) "Urban growth areas" means those areas designated by a county pursuant to RCW 36.70A.110.

(20) "Urban governmental services" or "urban services" include those public services and public facilities at an
intensity historically and typically provided in cities, specifically including storm and sanitary sewer systems, domestic
water systems, street cleaning services, fire and police protection services, public transit services, and other public
utilities associated with urban areas and normally not associated with rural areas.

(21) "Wetland" or "wetlands" means areas that are inundated or saturated by surface water or groundwater at a
frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of
vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. Wetlands generally include swamps, marshes, bogs,
and similar areas. Wetlands do not include those artificial wetlands intentionally created from nonwetland sites,
including, but not limited to, irrigation and drainage ditches, grass-lined swales, canals, detention facilities,
wastewater treatment facilities, farm ponds, and landscape amenities, or those wetlands created after July 1, 1990,
that were unintentionally created as a result of the construction of a road, street, or highway. Wetlands may include
those artificial wetlands intentionally created from nonwetland areas created to mitigate conversion of wetlands.



[2005 ¢ 423 § 2, 1997 c 429 § 3; 1995 ¢ 382 § 9. Prior: 1994 ¢ 307 § 2; 1994 ¢ 257 § 5; 1990 1stex.s. c 17 § 3.]

Notes:

Reviser's note: *(1) RCW 84.33.100 through 84.33.118 were repealed or decodified by 2001 ¢ 249 §§ 15 and
16. RCW 84.33.120 was repealed by 2001 ¢ 249 § 16 and by 2003 ¢ 170§ 7.

**(2) RCW 36.70A.1701 expired June 30, 20086.

Intent -- 2005 ¢ 423: "The legislature recognizes the need for playing fields and supporting facilities for sports
played on grass as well as the need to preserve agricultural land of long-term commercial significance. With

thoughtful and deliberate planning, and adherence to the goals and requirements of the growth management act,
both needs can be met.

The legislature acknowledges the state's interest in preserving the agricultural industry and family farms, and
recognizes that the state’s rich and productive lands enable agricultural production. Because of its unique qualities
and limited quantities, designated agricultural land of long-term commercial significance is best suited for
agricultural and farm uses, not recreational uses.

The legislature acknowledges also that certain local governments have either failed or neglected to properly
plan for population growth and the sufficient number of playing fields and supporting facilities needed to
accommodate this growth. The legislature recognizes that citizens responded to this lack of planning, fields, and
supporting facilities by constructing nonconforming fields and facilities on agricultural lands of long-term commercial
significance. It is the intent of the legislature to permit the continued existence and use of these fields and facilities
in very limited circumstances if specific criteria are satisfied within a limited time frame. It is also the intent of the
legislature to grant this authorization without diminishing the designation and preservation requirements of the
growth management act pertaining to Washington's invaluable farmland." [2005 ¢ 423 § 1.]

Effective date -- 2005 ¢ 423: "This act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health,

or safety, or support of the state government and its existing public institutions, and takes effect immediately [May
12, 2005]." [2005 ¢ 423 § 7.]

Prospective application -- 1997 ¢ 429 §§ 1-21: See note following RCW 36.70A.3201.
Severability -- 1997 ¢ 429: See note following RCW 36.70A.3201.

Finding -- Intent -- 1994 ¢ 307: "The legislature finds that it is in the public interest to identify and provide long-
term conservation of those productive natural resource lands that are critical to and can be managed economically
and practically for long-term commercial production of food, fiber, and minerals. Successful achievement of the
natural resource industries' goal set forth in RCW 36.70A.020 requires the conservation of a land base sufficient in
size and quality to maintain and enhance those industries and the development and use of land use techniques that
discourage uses incompatible to the management of designated lands. The 1994 amendment to RCW
36.70A.030(8) (section 2(8), chapter 307, Laws of 1994) is intended to clarify legislative intent regarding the
designation of forest lands and is not intended to require every county that has already complied with the interim
forest land designation requirement of RCW 36.70A.170 to review its actions until the adoption of its
comprehensive plans and development regulations as provided in RCW 36.70A.060(3)." [1994 ¢ 307 § 1.]

Effective date -- 1994 ¢ 257 § 5: "Section 5 of this act shall take effect July 1, 1994." [1994 ¢ 257 § 25]

Severability -- 1994 ¢ 257: See note following RCW 36.70A.270.



Graphic Version
RCW 36.70A.060
Natural resource lands and critical areas — Development regulations.

(1)(a) Except as provided in *RCW 36.70A.1701, each county that is required or chooses to plan under RCW
36.70A.040, and each city within such county, shall adopt development regulations on or before September 1,
1991, to assure the conservation of agricultural, forest, and mineral resource lands designated under RCW
36.70A.170. Regulations adopted under this subsection may not prohibit uses legally existing on any parcel prior
to their adoption and shall remain in effect until the county or city adopts development regulations pursuant to
RCW 36.70A.040. Such regulations shali assure that the use of lands adjacent to agricultural, forest, or mineral
resource lands shall not interfere with the continued use, in the accustomed manner and in accordance with best
management practices, of these designated lands for the production of food, agricultural products, or timber, or
for the extraction of minerals.

{b) Counties and cities shall require that all plats, short plats, development permits, and building permits
issued for development activities on, or within five hundred feet of, lands designated as agricultural lands, forest
lands, or mineral resource lands, contain a notice that the subject property is within or near designated
agricultural lands, forest lands, or mineral resource lands on which a variety of commercial activities may occur
that are not compatible with residential development for certain periods of limited duration. The notice for mineral
resource lands shall also inform that an application might be made for mining-related activities, including mining,
extraction, washing, crushing, stockpiling, blasting, transporting, and recycling of minerals.

(2) Each county and city shall adopt development regulations that protect critical areas that are required to be
designated under RCW 36.70A.170. For counties and cities that are required or choose to plan under RCW
36.70A.040, such development regulations shall be adopted on or before September 1, 1991. For the remainder
of the counties and cities, such development regulations shall be adopted on or before March 1, 1992.

(3) Such counties and cities shall review these designations and development regulations when adopting their
comprehensive plans under RCW 36.70A.040 and implementing development regulations under RCW
36.70A.120 and may alter such designations and development regulations to insure consistency.

(4) Forest land and agricultural land located within urban growth areas shall not be designated by a county or

city as forest land or agricultural land of long-term commercial significance under RCW 36.70A.170 unless the
city or county has enacted a program authorizing transfer or purchase of development rights.

[2005 c 423 § 3; 1998 ¢ 286 § 5; 1991 sp.s. ¢ 32 § 21; 1990 1stex.s. c 17 § 6.]

Notes:
*Reviser's note: RCW 36.70A.1701 expired June 30, 2006.

intent -- Effective date -- 2005 c 423: See notes following RCW 36.70A.030.



Graphic Version
RCW 36.70A.070

Comprehensive plans — Mandatory elements.

The comprehensive plan of a county or city that is required or chooses to plan under RCW 36.70A.040 shall
consist of a map or maps, and descriptive text covering objectives, principles, and standards used to develop the
comprehensive plan. The plan shall be an internally consistent document and all elements shall be consistent
with the future land use map. A comprehensive plan shall be adopted and amended with public participation as
provided in RCW 36.70A.140.

Each comprehensive plan shall include a plan, scheme, or design for each of the following:

(1) A land use element designating the proposed general distribution and general location and extent of the
uses of land, where appropriate, for agriculture, timber production, housing, commerce, industry, recreation, open
spaces, general aviation airports, public utilities, public facilities, and other land uses. The land use element shall
include population densities, building intensities, and estimates of future population growth. The land use element
shall provide for protection of the quality and quantity of groundwater used for public water supplies. Wherever
possible, the land use element should consider utilizing urban planning approaches that promote physical activity.
Where applicable, the land use element shall review drainage, flooding, and storm water run-off in the area and
nearby jurisdictions and provide guidance for corrective actions to mitigate or cleanse those discharges that
pollute waters of the state, including Puget Sound or waters entering Puget Sound.

(2) A housing element ensuring the vitality and character of established residential neighborhoods that: (a)
Includes an inventory and analysis of existing and projected housing needs that identifies the number of housing
units necessary to manage projected growth; (b) includes a statement of goals, policies, objectives, and
mandatory provisions for the preservation, improvement, and development of housing, including single-family
residences; (c) identifies sufficient land for housing, including, but not limited to, government-assisted housing,
housing for low-income families, manufactured housing, multifamily housing, and group homes and foster care
facilities; and (d) makes adequate provisions for existing and projected needs of all economic segments of the
community.

(3) A capital facilities plan element consisting of: (a) An inventory of existing capital facilities owned by public
entities, showing the locations and capacities of the capital facilities; (b) a forecast of the future needs for such
capital facilities; (c) the proposed locations and capacities of expanded or new capital facilities; (d) at least a six-
year plan that will finance such capital facilities within projected funding capacities and clearly identifies sources
of public money for such purposes; and (e) a requirement to reassess the land use element if probable funding
falls short of meeting existing needs and to ensure that the land use element, capital facilities plan element, and
financing plan within the capital facilities plan element are coordinated and consistent. Park and recreation
facilities shall be included in the capital facilities plan element.

(4) A utilities element consisting of the general location, proposed location, and capacity of all existing and
proposed utilities, including, but not limited to, electrical lines, telecommunication lines, and natural gas lines.

(5) Rural element. Counties shall include a rural element including lands that are not designated for urban
growth, agriculture, forest, or mineral resources. The foliowing provisions shall apply to the rural element:

(a) Growth management act goals and local circumstances. Because circumstances vary from county to
county, in establishing patterns of rural densities and uses, a county may consider local circumstances, but shall
develop a written record explaining how the rural element harmonizes the planning goals in RCW 36.70A.020
and meets the requirements of this chapter.

(b) Rural development. The rural element shall permit rural development, forestry, and agriculture in rural
areas. The rural element shall provide for a variety of rural densities, uses, essential public facilities, and rural
governmental services needed to serve the permitted densities and uses. To achieve a variety of rural densities
and uses, counties may provide for clustering, density transfer, design guidelines, conservation easements, and
other innovative techniques that will accommodate appropriate rural densities and uses that are not characterized
by urban growth and that are consistent with rural character.
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(c) Measures governing rura! development. The rural element shall include measures that apply to rural
development and protect the rural character of the area, as established by the county, by:

(i) Containing or otherwise controlling rural development;
(ii) Assuring visual compatibility of rural development with the surrounding rural area;

(iiiy Reducing the inappropriate conversion of undeveloped land into sprawling, low-density development in the
rural area;

(iv) Protecting critical areas, as provided in RCW 36.70A.060, and surface water and groundwater resources;
and

(v) Protecting against conflicts with the use of agricultural, forest, and mineral resource lands designated
under RCW 36.70A.170.

(d) Limited areas of more intensive rural development. Subject to the requirements of this subsection and
except as otherwise specifically provided in this subsection (5)(d), the rural element may aliow for limited areas of
more intensive rural development, including necessary public facilities and public services to serve the limited
area as follows:

(i) Rural development consisting of the infill, development, or redevelopment of existing commercial, industrial,
residential, or mixed-use areas, whether characterized as shoreline development, villages, hamiets, rural activity
centers, or crossroads developments.

(A) A commercial, industrial, residential, shoreline, or mixed-use area shall be subject to the requirements of
(d)(iv) of this subsection, but shall not be subject to the requirements of (c)(ii) and (jii) of this subsection.

(B) Any development or redevelopment other than an industrial area or an industrial use within a mixed-use
area or an industrial area under this subsection (5)(d)(i) must be principally designed to serve the existing and
projected rural population.

(C) Any development or redevelopment in terms of building size, scale, use, or intensity shall be consistent
with the character of the existing areas. Development and redevelopment may include changes in use from
vacant land or a previously existing use so long as the new use conforms to the requirements of this subsection

(5);

(ii) The intensification of development on lots containing, or new development of, small-scale recreational or
tourist uses, including commercial facilities to serve those recreational or tourist uses, that rely on a rural location
and setting, but that do not include new residential development. A small-scale recreation or tourist use is not
required to be principally designed to serve the existing and projected rural population. Public services and public
facilities shall be limited to those necessary to serve the recreation or tourist use and shall be provided in a
manner that does not permit low-density sprawi;

(iii) The intensification of development on lots containing isolated nonresidential uses or new development of
isolated cottage industries and isolated small-scale businesses that are not principally designed to serve the
existing and projected rural population and nonresidential uses, but do provide job opportunities for rural
residents. Rural counties may allow the expansion of smali-scale businesses as long as those small-scale
businesses conform with the rural character of the area as defined by the local government according to *RCW
36.70A.030(14). Rural counties may also allow new small-scale businesses to utilize a site previously occupied
by an existing business as long as the new small-scale business conforms to the rural character of the area as
defined by the local government according to *RCW 36.70A.030(14). Public services and public facilities shall be
limited to those necessary to serve the isolated nonresidential use and shall be provided in a manner that does
not permit low-density sprawl;

(iv) A county shall adopt measures to minimize and contain the existing areas or uses of more intensive rural

development, as appropriate, authorized under this subsection. Lands included in such existing areas or uses
shall not extend beyond the logical outer boundary of the existing area or use, thereby allowing a new pattern of
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low-density sprawl. Existing areas are those that are clearly identifiable and contained and where there is a
logical boundary delineated predominately by the built environment, but that may also include undeveloped lands
if limited as provided in this subsection. The county shall establish the logical outer boundary of an area of more
intensive rural development. In establishing the logical outer boundary the county shall address (A) the need to
preserve the character of existing natural neighborhoods and communities, (B) physical boundaries such as
bodies of water, streets and highways, and land forms and contours, (C) the prevention of abnormally irregular
boundaries, and (D) the ability to provide public facilities and public services in a manner that does not permit
low-density sprawl;

(v) For purposes of (d) of this subsection, an existing area or existing use is one that was in existence:
(A) On July 1, 1990, in a county that was initially required to plan under all of the provisions of this chapter;

(B) On the date the county adopted a resolution under RCW 36.70A.040(2), in a county that is planning under
ali of the provisions of this chapter under RCW 36.70A.040(2); or

(C) On the date the office of financial management certifies the county's population as provided in RCW
36.70A.040(5), in a county that is planning under all of the provisions of this chapter pursuant to RCW
36.70A.040(5).

(e) Exception. This subsection shall not be interpreted to permit in the rural area a major industrial
development or a master planned resort uniess otherwise specifically permitted under RCW 36.70A.360 and
36.70A.365.

(6) A transportation element that implements, and is consistent with, the land use element.
(a) The transportation element shall include the following subelements:
(i) Land use assumptions used in estimating travel;

(i) Estimated traffic impacts to state-owned transportation facilities resulting from land use assumptions to
assist the department of transportation in monitoring the performance of state facilities, to plan improvements for
the facilities, and to assess the impact of land-use decisions on state-owned transportation facilities;

(iii) Facilities and services needs, including:

(A) An inventory of air, water, and ground transportation facilities and services, including transit alignments
and general aviation airport facilities, to define existing capital facilities and trave! levels as a basis for future
planning. This inventory must include state-owned transportation facilities within the city or county’s jurisdictional
boundaries;

(B) Level of service standards for all locally owned arterials and transit routes to serve as a gauge to judge
performance of the system. These standards should be regionally coordinated;

(C) For state-owned transportation facilities, level of service standards for highways, as prescribed in chapters
47.06 and 47.80 RCW, to gauge the performance of the system. The purposes of reflecting level of service
standards for state highways in the local comprehensive plan are to monitor the performance of the system, to
evaluate improvement strategies, and to facilitate coordination between the county's or city's six-year street, road,
or transit program and the department of transportation's six-year investment program. The concurrency
requirements of (b) of this subsection do not apply to transportation facilities and services of statewide
significance except for counties consisting of islands whose only connection to the mainland are state highways
or ferry routes. In these island counties, state highways and ferry route capacity must be a factor in meeting the
concurrency requirements in (b) of this subsection;

(D) Specific actions and requirements for bringing into compliance locally owned transportation facilities or
services that are below an established level of service standard;

(E) Forecasts of traffic for at least ten years based on the adopted land use plan to provide information on the
location, timing, and capacity needs of future growth;



(F) ldentification of state and local system needs to meet current and future demands. ldentified needs on
state-owned transportation facilities must be consistent with the statewide multimodal transportation ptan required
under chapter 47.06 RCW,

(iv) Finance, including:
(A) An analysis of funding capability to judge needs against probable funding resources;

(B) A multiyear financing plan based on the needs identified in the comprehensive plan, the appropriate parts
of which shall serve as the basis for the six-year street, road, or transit program required by RCW 35.77.010 for
cities, RCW 36.81.121 for counties, and RCW 35.58.2795 for public transportation systems. The multiyear
financing plan should be coordinated with the six-year improvement program developed by the department of
transportation as required by **RCW 47.05.030;

(C) If probable funding falls short of meeting identified needs, a discussion of how additional funding will be
raised, or how land use assumptions will be reassessed to ensure that level of service standards will be met;

(v) Intergovernmental coordination efforts, including an assessment of the impacts of the transportation plan
and land use assumptions on the transportation systems of adjacent jurisdictions;

(vi) Demand-management strategies;

(vii) Pedestrian and bicycle component to include collaborative efforts to identify and designate planned
improvements for pedestrian and bicycle facilities and corridors that address and encourage enhanced
community access and promote healthy lifestyles.

(b) After adoption of the comprehensive plan by jurisdictions required to plan or who choose to plan under
RCW 36.70A.040, local jurisdictions must adopt and enforce ordinances which prohibit development approval if
the development causes the level of service on a locaily owned transportation facility to decline below the
standards adopted in the transportation element of the comprehensive plan, unless transportation improvements
or strategies to accommodate the impacts of development are made concurrent with the development. These
strategies may include increased public transportation service, ride sharing programs, demand management, and
other transportation systems management strategies. For the purposes of this subsection (6) "concurrent with the
development” shall mean that improvements or strategies are in place at the time of development, or that a
financial commitment is in place to complete the improvements or strategies within six years.

(c) The transportation element described in this subsection (6), and the six-year plans required by RCW
35.77.010 for cities, RCW 36.81.121 for counties, RCW 35.58.2795 for public transportation systems, and **RCW
47.05.030 for the state, must be consistent.

(7) An economic development element establishing local goals, policies, objectives, and provisions for
economic growth and vitality and a high quality of life. The element shall include: (a) A summary of the local
economy such as population, employment, payroll, sectors, businesses, sales, and other information as
appropriate; (b) a summary of the strengths and weaknesses of the local economy defined as the commercial
and industrial sectors and supporting factors such as land use, transportation, utilities, education, workforce,
housing, and natural/cultural resources; and (¢) an identification of policies, programs, and projects to foster
economic growth and development and to address future needs. A city that has chosen to be a residential
community is exempt from the economic development element requirement of this subsection.

(8) A park and recreation element that implements, and is consistent with, the capital facilities plan element as
it relates to park and recreation facilities. The element shall include: (a) Estimates of park and recreation demand
for at least a ten-year period; (b) an evaluation of facilities and service needs; and (c) an evaluation of

intergovernmental coordination opportunities to provide regional approaches for meeting park and recreational
demand.

(9) ltis the intent that new or amended elements required after January 1, 2002, be adopted concurrent with

the scheduled update provided in RCW 36.70A.130. Requirements to incorporate any such new or amended
elements shail be null and void until funds sufficient to cover applicable local government costs are appropriated
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and distributed by the state at least two years before local government must update comprehensive plans as
required in RCW 36.70A.130.

[2005 ¢ 360 § 2; (2005 ¢ 477 § 1 expired August 31, 2005); 2004 ¢ 196 § 1; 2003 ¢ 152 § 1. Prior: 2002 ¢ 212 § 2; 2002 ¢ 154 § 2; 1998
c171§2,1997 ¢ 429 § 7; 1996 ¢ 239 § 1; prior: 1995 ¢ 400 § 3; 1995 ¢ 377 § 1; 1990 1stex.s.c 17§ 7]

Notes:

Reviser's note: *(1) RCW 36.70A.030 was amended by 2005 c 423 § 2, changing subsection (14) to
subsection (15).

**(2) RCW 47.05.030 was amended by 2005 ¢ 319 § 9, changing the six-year improvement program to a
ten-year improvement program.

Expiration date -- 2005 c 477 § 1: "Section 1 of this act expires August 31, 2005." [2005 ¢ 477 § 3.]

Effective date -- 2005 ¢ 477: "This act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace,
health, or safety, or support of the state government and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
immediately {[May 13, 2005]." [2005 c 477 § 2.}

Findings -- Intent -- 2005 ¢ 360: "The legislature finds that regular physical activity is essential to
maintaining good health and reducing the rates of chronic disease. The legislature further finds that providing
opportunities for walking, biking, horseback riding, and other regular forms of exercise is best accomplished
through collaboration between the private sector and local, state, and institutional policymakers. This
collaboration can build communities where people find it easy and safe to be physically active. It is the intent of
the legislature to promote policy and planning efforts that increase access to inexpensive or free opportunities
for regular exercise in all communities around the state.” {2005 ¢ 360 § 1.}

Prospective application -- 1997 c 429 §§ 1-21: See note following RCW 36.70A.3201.
Severability -- 1997 ¢ 429: See note following RCW 36.70A.3201.

Construction -- Application -- 1995 ¢ 400: "A comprehensive pian adopted or amended before May 16,
1995, shall be considered to be in compliance with RCW 36.70A.070 or 36.70A.110, as in effect before their
amendment by this act, if the comprehensive plan is in compliance with RCW 36.70A.070 and 36.70A.110 as
amended by this act. This section shall not be construed to alter the relationship between a county-wide
planning policy and comprehensive plans as specified under RCW 36.70A.210.

As to any appeal relating to compliance with RCW 36.70A.070 or 36.70A.110 pending before a growth
management hearings board on May 16, 1995, the board may take up {o an additional ninety days to resolve
such appeal. By mutual agreement of all parties to the appeal, this additional ninety-day period may be
extended." [1995 ¢ 400 § 4.]

Effective date -- 1995 ¢ 400: See note following RCW 36.70A.040.



Graphic Version
RCW 36.70A.110
Comprehensive plans — Urban growth areas.

(1) Each county that is required or chooses to plan under RCW 36.70A.040 shall designate an urban growth area
or areas within which urban growth shall be encouraged and outside of which growth can occur only if it is not
urban in nature. Each city that is located in such a county shall be included within an urban growth area. An
urban growth area may include more than a single city. An urban growth area may include territory that is located
outside of a city only if such territory already is characterized by urban growth whether or not the urban growth
area includes a city, or is adjacent to territory already characterized by urban growth, or is a designated new fully
contained community as defined by RCW 36.70A.350.

(2) Based upon the growth management population projection made for the county by the office of financial
management, the county and each city within the county shall include areas and densities sufficient to permit the
urban growth that is projected to occur in the county or city for the succeeding twenty-year period, except for
those urban growth areas contained totally within a national historical reserve.

Each urban growth area shall permit urban densities and shall include greenbelt and open space areas. In the
case of urban growth areas contained totally within a national historical reserve, the city may restrict densities,
intensities, and forms of urban growth as determined to be necessary and appropriate to protect the physica,
cultural, or historic integrity of the reserve. An urban growth area determination may include a reasonable land
market supply factor and shall permit a range of urban densities and uses. In determining this market factor, cities
and counties may consider local circumstances. Cities and counties have discretion in their comprehensive plans
to make many choices about accommodating growth.

Within one year of July 1, 1990, each county that as of June 1, 1991, was required or chose to plan under
RCW 36.70A.040, shall begin consuiting with each city located within its boundaries and each city shall propose
the location of an urban growth area. Within sixty days of the date the county legislative authority of a county
adopts its resolution of intention or of certification by the office of financial management, all other counties that
are required or choose to plan under RCW 36.70A.040 shali begin this consultation with each city located within
its boundaries. The county shali attempt to reach agreement with each city on the location of an urban growth
area within which the city is located. If such an agreement is not reached with each city located within the urban
growth area, the county shall justify in writing why it so designated the area an urban growth area. A city may
object formally with the department over the designation of the urban growth area within which it is located.
Where appropriate, the department shall attempt to resolve the conflicts, including the use of mediation services.

(3) Urban growth should be located first in areas already characterized by urban growth that have adequate
existing public facility and service capacities to serve such development, second in areas already characterized
by urban growth that will be served adequately by a combination of both existing public facilities and services and
any additional needed public facilities and services that are provided by either public or private sources, and third
in the remaining portions of the urban growth areas. Urban growth may also be located in designated new fully
contained communities as defined by RCW 36.70A.350.

(4) In general, cities are the units of local government most appropriate to provide urban governmental
services. In general, it is not appropriate that urban governmental services be extended to or expanded in rural
areas except in those limited circumstances shown to be necessary to protect basic public health and safety and
the environment and when such services are financially supportable at rural densities and do not permit urban
development.

(5) On or before October 1, 1993, each county that was initially required to plan under RCW 36.70A.040(1)
shall adopt development regulations designating interim urban growth areas under this chapter. Within three
years and three months of the date the county legislative authority of a county adopts its resolution of intention or
of certification by the office of financial management, all other counties that are required or choose to plan under
RCW 36.70A.040 shall adopt development regulations designating interim urban growth areas under this chapter.
Adoption of the interim urban growth areas may only occur after public notice; public hearing; and compliance
with the state environmental policy act, chapter 43.21C RCW, and RCW 36.70A.110. Such action may be
appealed to the appropriate growth management hearings board under RCW 36.70A.280. Final urban growth
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areas shall be adopted at the time of comprehensive plan adoption under this chapter.
(6) Each county shall include designations of urban growth areas in its comprehensive plan.

(7) An urban growth area designated in accordance with this section may include within its boundaries urban
service areas or potential annexation areas designated for specific cities or towns within the county.

[2004 ¢ 206 § 1; 2003 ¢ 299 § 5; 1997 ¢ 429 § 24; 1995 ¢ 400 § 2; 1994 ¢ 249 § 27; 1993 sp.s. ¢ 6 § 2; 1991 sp.s. ¢ 32 § 29; 1990 1st
exs.c17§11]

Notes:
Severability -- 1997 ¢ 429: See note following RCW 36.70A.3201.

Construction -- Application -- 1995 ¢ 400: See note following RCW 36.70A.070.
Effective date -- 1995 ¢ 400: See note following RCW 36.70A.040.
Severability -- Application -- 1994 c 249: See notes following RCW 34.05.310.

Effective date -- 1993 sp.s. ¢ 6: See note following RCW 36.70A.040.
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RCW 36.70A.115
Comprehensive plans and development regulations must provide sufficient land capacity for
development.

Counties and cities that are required or choose to plan under RCW 36.70A.040 shall ensure that, taken
collectively, adoption of and amendments to their comprehensive plans and/or development reguiations provide
sufficient capacity of land suitable for development within their jurisdictions to accommeodate their allocated
housing and employment growth, as adopted in the applicable countywide planning policies and consistent with
the twenty-year population forecast from the office of financial management.

[2003 ¢ 333 § 1.]
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RCW 36.70A.170
Natural resource lands and critical areas — Designations.

(1) On or before September 1, 1991, each county, and each city, shall designate where appropriate:

(a) Agricultural lands that are not already characterized by urban growth and that have long-term significance
for the commercial production of food or other agricultural products;

(b) Forest lands that are not already characterized by urban growth and that have long-term significance for
the commercial production of timber;

(c) Mineral resource lands that are not already characterized by urban growth and that have long-term
significance for the extraction of minerals; and

(d) Critical areas.

(2) In making the designations required by this section, counties and cities shall consider the guidelines
established pursuant to RCW 36.70A.050.

[1990 1stex.s.c17 § 17.]
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RCW 36.70A.177

Agricultural lands — Innovative zoning techniques — Accessory uses.

(1) A county or a city may use a variety of innovative zoning techniques in areas designated as agricultural lands
of long-term commercial significance under RCW 36.70A.170. The innovative zoning techniques should be
designed to conserve agricultural lands and encourage the agricultural economy. Except as provided in
subsection (3) of this section, a county or city should encourage nonagricultural uses to be limited to lands with
poor soils or otherwise not suitable for agricultural purposes.

(2) Innovative zoning techniques a county or city may consider include, but are not limited to:

(a) Agricultural zoning, which limits the density of development and restricts or prohibits nonfarm uses of
agricultural land and may allow accessory uses, including nonagricultural accessory uses and activities, that
support, promote, or sustain agricultural operations and production, as provided in subsection (3) of this section;

(b) Cluster zoning, which allows new development on one portion of the land, leaving the remainder in
agricultural or open space uses;

(c) Large lot zoning, which establishes as a minimum lot size the amount of land necessary to achieve a
successful farming practice;

(d) Quarter/quarter zoning, which permits one residential dwelling on a one-acre minimum lot for each one-
sixteenth of a section of land; and

(e) Sliding scale zoning, which allows the number of lots for single-family residential purposes with a minimum
lot size of one acre to increase inversely as the size of the total acreage increases.

(3) Accessory uses allowed under subsection (2)(a) of this section shall comply with the following:

(a) Accessory uses shall be located, designed, and operated so as to not interfere with, and to support the
continuation of, the overall agricultural use of the property and neighboring properties, and shall comply with the
requirements of this chapter;

(b) Accessory uses may include:

(i) Agricultural accessory uses and activities, including but not limited to the storage, distribution, and
marketing of regional agricultural products from one or more producers, agriculturally related experiences, or the
production, marketing, and distribution of value-added agricultural products, including support services that
facilitate these activities; and

(i) Nonagricultural accessory uses and activities as long as they are consistent with the size, scale, and
intensity of the existing agricultural use of the property and the existing buildings on the site. Nonagricuitural
accessory uses and activities, including new buildings, parking, or supportive uses, shall not be located outside
the general area already developed for buildings and residential uses and shall not otherwise convert more than
one acre of agricultural land to nonagricultural uses; and

(c) Counties and cities have the authority to limit or exclude accessory uses otherwise authorized in this
subsection (3) in areas designated as agricultural lands of fong-term commercial significance.

(4) This section shall not be interpreted to limit agricultural production on designated agricultural lands.

{2006 c 147 § 1, 2004 ¢ 207 § 1; 1997 ¢ 429 § 23]

Notes:
Severability -- 1997 c 429: See note following RCW 36.70A.3201.
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WAC 365-190-040 No agency filings affecting this section since 2003
Process.

The classification and designation of natural resource lands and critical areas is an important step among
several in the overall growth management process. Together these steps comprise a vision of the future, and that
vision gives direction to the steps in the form of specific goals and objectives. Under the Growth Management
Act, the timing of the first steps coincides with development of the larger vision through the comprehensive
planning process. People are asked to take the first steps, designation and classification of natural resource
lands and critical areas, before the goals, objectives, and implementing policies of the comprehensive plan are
finalized. Jurisdictions planning under the Growth Management Act must also adopt interim regulations for the
conservation of natural resource lands and protection of critical areas. In this way, the classification and
designation help give shape to the content of the plan, and at the same time natural resource lands are
conserved and critical areas are protected from incompatible development while the plan is in process.

Under the Growth Management Act, preliminary classifications and designations will be completed in 1991.
Those planning under the act must also enact interim regulations to protect and conserve these lands by
September 1, 1991. By July 1, 1992, counties and cities not planning under the act must bring their reguiations
into conformance with their comprehensive plans. By July 1, 1993, counties and cities planning under the act
must adopt comprehensive plans, consistent with the goals of the act. Implementation of the plans will occur by
the following year.

(1) Classification is the first step in implementing RCW 36.70A.050. It means defining categories to which
natural resource lands and critical areas will be assigned.

Pursuant to RCW 36.70A.170, natural resource lands and critical areas will be designated based on the
defined classifications. Designation establishes, for planning purposes: The classification scheme; the general
distribution, location, and extent of the uses of land, where appropriate, for agriculture, forestry, and mineral
extraction; and the general distribution, location, and extent of critical areas. Inventories and maps can indicate
designations of natural resource lands. In the circumstances where critical areas (e.g., aquifer recharge areas,
wetlands, significant wildlife habitat, etc.) cannot be readily identified, these areas should be designated by
performance standards or definitions, so they can be specifically identified during the processing of a permit or
development authorization. Designation means, at least, formal adoption of a policy statement, and may include
further legislative action. Designating inventoried lands for comprehensive planning and policy definition may be
less precise than subsequent regulation of specific parcels for conservation and protection.

Classifying, inventorying, and designating lands or areas does not imply a change in a landowner's right to use
his or her land under current law. Land uses are regulated on a parcel basis and innovative land use
management techniques should be applied when counties and cities adopt regulations to conserve and protect
designated natural resource lands and critical areas. The department of community development will provide
technical assistance to counties and cities on a wide array of regulatory options and alternative land use
management techniques.

These guidelines may result in critical area designations that overlay other critical area or natural resource
land classifications. That is, if two or more critical area designations apply to a given parcel, or portion of a given
parcel, both or ail designations apply. For counties and cities required or opting to plan under chapter 36.70A
RCW, reconciling these muitiple designations will be the subject of local development regulations adopted
pursuant to RCW 36.70A.060.

(2) Counties and cities shall involve the public in classifying and designating natural resource lands and critical
areas.

(a) Public participation:

(i) Public participation should include at a minimum: Landowners; representatives of agricutture, forestry,
mining, business, environmental, and community groups; tribal governments; representatives of adjacent
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counties and cities; and state agencies. The public participation program should include early and timely public
notice of pending designations and regulations.

(i) Counties and cities should consider using: Technical and citizen advisory committees with broad
representation, press releases, news conferences, neighborhood meetings, paid advertising (e.g., newspaper,
radio, T.V,, transit), newsletters, and other means beyond the required normal legal advertising and public
notices. Plain, understandable language should be used. The department of community development will provide
technical assistance in preparing public participation plans, including: A pamphlet series, workshops, and a list of
agencies available to provide help.

(b) Adoption process. Statutory and local processes already in place governing land use decisions are the
minimum processes required for designation and regulation pursuant to RCW 36.70A.060 and 36.70A.170. At
least these steps should be included in the process:

(i) Accept the requirements of chapter 36.70A RCW, especially definitions of agricultural lands, forest lands,
minerals, long-term commercial significance, critical areas, geologically hazardous areas, and wetlands as
mandatory minimums.

(i) Consider minimum guidelines developed by department of community development under RCW
36.70A.050.

(i) Consider other definitions used by state and federal regulatory agencies.
(iv) Consider definitions used by the county and city and other counties and cities.

(v) Determine recommended definitions and check conformance with minimum definitions of chapter 36.70A
RCW.

(vi) Adopt definitions, classifications, and standards.
(vii) Apply definitions to the land by mapping designated natural resource lands.
(viii) Establish designation amendment procedures.

(c) intergovernmental coordination. The Growth Management Act requires coordination among communities
and jurisdictions to reconcile conflicts and strive for consistent definitions, standards, and designations within
regions. The minimum coordination process required under these guidelines may take one of two forms:

(i) Adjacent cities (or those with overlapping or adjacent planning areas); counties and the cities within them:
and adjacent counties would provide each other and all adjacent special purpose districts and special purpose
districts within them notice of their intent to classify and designate natural resource lands and critical areas within
their jurisdiction. Counties or cities receiving notice may provide comments and input to the notifying jurisdiction.
The notifying jurisdiction specifies a comment period prior to adoption. Within forty-five days of the jurisdiction's
date of adoption of classifications or designations, affected jurisdictions are supplied a copy of the proposal. The
department of community development may provide mediation services to counties and cities to help resolve
disputed classifications or designations.

(i) Adjacent jurisdictions; all the cities within a county; or all the cities and several counties may choose to
cooperatively classify and designate natural resource lands and critical areas within their jurisdictions. Counties
and cities by interlocal agreement would identify the definitions, classification, designation, and process that will
be used to classify and designate lands within their areas. State and federal agencies or tribes may participate in
the interlocal agreement or be provided a method of commenting on designations and classifications prior to
adoption by jurisdictions.

Counties and/or cities may begin with the notification option ((c)(i) of this subsection) and choose to change to
the interlocal agreement method ((c)(ii) of this subsection) prior to completion of the classification and
designations within their jurisdictions. Approaches to intergovernmental coordination may vary between natural
resource land and critical area designation. It is intended that state and federal agencies with land ownership or
management responsibilities, special purpose districts, and Indian tribes with interests within the jurisdictions
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adopting classification and designation be consulted and their input considered in the development and adoption
of designations and classifications. The department of community development may provide mediation services

to help resolve disputes between counties and cities that are using either the notification or interlocal agreement
method of coordinating between jurisdictions.

(d) Mapping. Mapping should be done to identify designated natural resource lands and to identify known
critical areas. Counties and cities should clearly articulate that the maps are for information or illustrative
purposes only unless the map is an integral component of a regulatory scheme.

Although there is no specific requirement for inventorying or mapping either natural resource lands or critical
areas, chapter 36.70A RCW requires that counties and cities planning under chapter 36.70A RCW adopt
development regulations for uses adjacent {o natural resource lands. Logically, the only way to regulate adjacent
lands is to know where the protected lands are. Therefore, mapping natural resource lands is a practical way to
make regulation effective.

For critical areas, performance standards are preferred, as any attempt to map wetlands, for example, will be
too inexact for regulatory purposes. Standards will be applied upon land use application. Even so, mapping
critical areas for information but not regulatory purposes, is advisable.

(e) Reporting. Chapter 36.70A RCW requires that counties and cities annually report their progress to
department of community development. Department of community development will maintain a central file
including examples of successful public involvement programs, interjurisdictional coordination, definitions, maps,
and other materials. This file will serve as an information source for counties and cities and a planning library for
state agencies and citizens.

(f) Evaluation. When counties and cities adopt a comprehensive plan, chapter 36.70A RCW requires that they
evaluate their designations and development regulations to assure they are consistent with and implement the
comprehensive plan. When considering changes to the designations or development regulations, counties and
cities should seek interjurisdictional coordination and public participation.

(g) Designation amendment process. Land use planning is a dynamic process. Procedures for designation
should provide a rational and predictable basis for accommodating change.

Land use designations must provide landowners and public service providers with the information necessary
to make decisions. This includes: Determining when and where growth will occur, what services are and will be
available, how they might be financed, and what type and level of land use is reasonable and/or appropriate.
Resource managers need to know where and when conversions of rural land might occur in response to growth
pressures and how those changes will affect resource management.

Designation changes should be based on consistency with one or more of the foliowing criteria:

(i) Change in circumstances pertaining to the comprehensive plan or public policy.

(i) A change in circumstances beyond the control of the landowner pertaining to the subject property.

(iii) An error in designation.

(iv) New information on natural resource land or critical area status.

(h) Use of innovative land use management techniques. Resource uses have preferred and primary status in
designated natural resource lands of long-term commercial significance. Counties and cities must determine if
and to what extent other uses will be allowed. If other uses are allowed, counties and cities should consider using
innovative land management techniques which minimize land use incompatibilities and most effectively maintain
current and future natural resource lands.

Techniques to conserve and protect agricultural, forest lands, and mineral resource iands of iong-term
commercial significance include the purchase or transfer of development rights, fee simple purchase of the land,

less than fee simple purchase, purchase with leaseback, buffering, land trades, conservation easements or other
innovations which maintain current uses and assure the conservation of these natural resource lands.



Development in and adjacent to agricultural and forest lands of long-term commercial significance shall assure
the continued management of these lands for their long-term commercial uses. Counties and cities should
consider the adoption of right-to-farm provisions. Covenants or easements that recognize that farming and forest
activities will occur should be imposed on new development in or adjacent to agricultural or forest lands. Where

buffering is used it should be on land within the development unless an alternative is mutually agreed on by
adjacent landowners.

Counties and cities planning under the act should define a strategy for conserving natural resource lands and

for protecting critical areas, and this strategy should integrate the use of innovative regulatory and nonregulatory
techniques.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 36.70A.050. 91-07-041, § 365-190-040, filed 3/15/91, effective 4/15/91.]
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Agricultural lands.

(1) In classifying agricultural lands of long-term significance for the production of food or other agricultural
products, counties and cities shall use the land-capability classification system of the United States Department
of Agriculture Soil Conservation Service as defined in Agriculture Handbook No. 210. These eight classes are
incorporated by the United States Department of Agriculture into map units described in published soil surveys.
These categories incorporate consideration of the growing capacity, productivity and soil composition of the {fand.
Counties and cities shall also consider the combined effects of proximity to population areas and the possibility of
more intense uses of the land as indicated by:

(a) The availability of public facilities;

(b) Tax status;

(c) The availability of public services;

(d) Relationship or proximity to urban growth areas;

(e) Predominant parcel size;

(f) Land use settlement patterns and their compatibility with agricultural practices;
(g) Intensity of nearby land uses;

(h) History of land development permits issued nearby;

(i) Land values under alternative uses; and

(i) Proximity of markets.

(2) In defining categories of agricultural lands of long-term commercial significance for agricultural production,
counties and cities should consider using the classification of prime and unique farmland soils as mapped by the
Soil Conservation Service. If a county or city chooses to not use these categories, the rationale for that decision
must be included in its next annual report to department of community development.

(3) Counties and cities may further classify additional agricultural lands of local importance. Classifying
additional agricultural lands of local importance should include consultation with the board of the local
conservation district and the local agriculture stabilization and conservation service committee,

These additional lands may also include bogs used to grow cranberries. Where these lands are also
designated critical areas, counties and cities planning under the act must weigh the compatibility of adjacent land

uses and development with the continuing need to protect the functions and values of critical areas and
ecosystems.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 36.70A.050. 91-07-041, § 365-190-050, filed 3/15/91, effective 4/15/91.]



Graphic Version

F65-100-050 <« 365-190-060 »>  368-180-070

WAC 365-190-060 No agency filings affecting this section since 2003
Forest land resources.

In classifying forest land, counties and cities should use the private forest land grades of the department of
revenue (WAC 458-40-530). This system incorporates consideration of growing capacity, productivity and soil
composition of the land. Forest land of long-term commercial significance will generally have a predominance of
the higher private forest land grades. However, the presence of lower private forest land grades within the areas
of predominantly higher grades need not preclude designation as forest land.

Each county and city shall determine which land grade constitutes forest land of long-term commercial
significance, based on local and regional physical, biological, economic, and land use considerations.

Counties and cities shall also consider the effects of proximity to population areas and the possibility of more
intense uses of the land as indicated by:

(1) The availability of public services and facilities conducive to the conversion of forest land.

(2) The proximity of forest land to urban and suburban areas and rural settiements: Forest lands of long-term
commercial significance are located outside the urban and suburban areas and rural settlements.

(3) The size of the parcels: Forest lands consist of predominantly large parceis.

(4) The compatibility and intensity of adjacent and nearby and use and settlement patiterns with forest lands of
long-term commercial significance.

(5) Property tax classification: Property is assessed as open space or forest land pursuant to chapter 84.33 or
84.34 RCW.

(6) Local economic conditions which affect the ability to manage timberlands for long-term commercial
production.

(7) History of land development permits issued nearby.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 36.70A.050. 91-07-041, § 365-190-060, filed 3/15/91, effective 4/15/31.]
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Mineral resource lands.

(1) Counties and cities shall identify and classify aggregate and mineral resource lands from which the
extraction of minerals occurs or can be anticipated. Other proposed land uses within these areas may require
special attention to ensure future supply of aggregate and mineral resource material, while maintaining a balance
of land uses.

(2) Classification criteria. Areas shall be classified as mineral resource lands based on geologic,
environmental, and economic factors, existing land uses, and land ownership. The areas to be studied and their
order of study shall be specified by counties and cities.

(a) Counties and cities should classify lands with long-term commercial significance for extracting at least the
following minerals: Sand, gravel, and valuable metallic substances. Other minerals may be classified as
appropriate.

(b) In classifying these areas, counties and cities shouid consider maps and information on location and extent
of mineral deposits provided by the Washington state department of natural resources and the United States
Bureau of Mines. Additionally, the department of natural resources has a detailed minerals classification system
counties and cities may choose to use.

(c) Counties and cities should consider classifying known and potential mineral deposits so that access to
mineral resources of long-term commercial significance is not knowingly preciuded.

(d) In classifying mineral resource lands, counties and cities shall also consider the effects of proximity to
population areas and the possibility of more intense uses of the land as indicated by:

(i) General land use patierns in the areg;

(i) Availability of utilities;

(ii) Availability and adequacy of water supply;

(iv) Surrounding parcel sizes and surrounding uses;

(v) Availability of public roads and other public services;

(vi) Subdivision or zoning for urban or small lots;

(vii) Accessibility and proximity to the point of use or market;

(viii) Physical and topographic characteristics of the mineral resource site;
(ix) Depth of the resource;

(x) Depth of the overburden;

(xi) Physical properties of the resource including quality and type;
(xii) Life of the resource; and

(xiii) Resource availability in the region.



[Statutory Authority: RCW 36.70A.050. 91-07-041, § 365-190-070, filed 3/15/91, effective 4/15/91.]



