Kittitas County
Community Development Services
Darryl Piercy, Director

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT DOCKETING FORM

CHECK THE APPROPRIATE BOXES

COMP PLANMAP [ X | COMP PLANTEXT [ ]

NOTICE: If the amendment you are applying for is within an URBAN GROWTH AREA or you are proposing a UGA
expansion of the Ellensburg, Cle Elum, or Roslyn UGA you are required to docket your item with that City as well.
You must contact the appropriate City for filing deadlines, fees, application, and costs.

GENERAL INFORMATION

A. APPLICANT’'S NAME: American Forest Resources LLC

MAILING ADDRESS: 700 E Mountain View Ave. Ste 507
Ellensburg, WA 98926

E-MAIL ADDRESS:
BUSINESS PHONE: HOME PHONE:

B. AGENT'S NAME: Chad Bala, Terra Design Group, Inc.
MAILING ADDRESS: PO Box 686 : '
Cle Elum, WA 98922

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

BUSINESS PHONE: 509-649-3169

FOR MAP AMENDMENTS

A TAX PARCEL NUMBER(S): 20-17-26000-0001
ACREAGE: 640.00 ' ]
SITE ADDRESS;_off of Highway 970 : * .
OWNER(S): __ American Forest Resources LLC %E@EQVED
MAILING ADDRESS: 700 E Mountain View Ave. Ste 507

Ellensburg, WA 98926 JUN 30 7008
HOME PHONE:
KITTITAS COUNTY
CcDS

(Additional sheets may be attached if more then one parcel is involved)
All information to be addressed to Authorized Agent.

411 N. Ruby St., Suite 2, Ellensburg, WA 98926 Phone (509) 962-7506 Fax (509) 962-7682
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Kittitas County

Community Development Services

Darryl Piercy, Director

B. EXISTING COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Commercial Forest

C. EXISTING ZONING: Commercial Forest

D. PROPOSED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Rural Land Use

E. PROPOSED ZONING DESIGNATION: Forest & Range-20

F. THE PRESENT USE OF THE PROPERTY IS: Forestry

G. SURROUNDING LAND USE: Rural Residential, Agricultural, Commercial Forest and Forest
and Range.

H. SERVICES

Please provide the following information regarding the availability of services.

The site is currently served by sewer ; septic (check one) None
Sewer purveyor (if on public sewer system):

The site is currently served by a public water system ; well None
Water purveyor (if on public water system):

The site is located on a public road Off of US Hwy 970 private road (check one)

Name of road: Off of US Highway 970

Fire District #: 7

FOR TEXT AMENDMENTS

Identify the sections of the Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance that you are proposing
to change and provide the proposed wording (attach additional pages if necessary)

Not applicable

411 N. Ruby St., Suite 2, Ellensburg, WA 98926 Phone (509) 962-7506 Fax (509) 962-7682



Kittitas County
Community Development Services
Darryl Piercy, Director

FOR ALL AMENDMENTS

A. Why is the amendment needed and being proposed?

In order to preserve the rest of commercial forest lands owned by American Forest Resources,
this grants the flexibility for American Forest Resources to continue to preserve a major portion
of their land holdings in Commercial Forest lands and the ability to sustain the timber business
within Kittitas County.

B. How does the proposed amendment consistent with the County-Wide Planning Policies
for Kittitas County?

This proposal is consistent with the Kittitas County Comprehensive Plan therefore is consistent
with the Kittitas County Wide Planning Policies. Speaking specifically to the County-Wide Planning
Policies, the policies speak to development within UGA’s, UGN’s, Major Commercial and
Industrial Development within UGA’s, Economic Development and Employment, Siting of
Essential Public Facilities, Transportation, Contiguous and Orderly Development within UGA’s,
Planned Unit Developments, Analysis of Fiscal Impacts, and Master Planned Resorts. All of
which do not apply to this amendment since the locations of this proposal is not within the
boundaries of a UGA or UGN.

C. How is the proposed amendment consistent with the Kittitas County Comprehensive
Plan?

See Kittitas County Comprehensive Plan Goals Policies and Objectives (GPO’s)

GPO 2.131
GPO 2.133
GPO 2.137
GPO 2.140
GPO 2.142

GPO 2.143 (a & b)

D. How have conditions changed that warrant a comprehensive plan amendment?

The major and most influential change that warrants this comprehensive plan
amendment is the change in the timber business industry in Eastern Washington, specifically

411 N. Ruby St., Suite 2, Ellensburg, WA 98926 Phone (509) 962-7506 Fax (509) 962-7682



Kittitas County
Community Development Services
Darryl Piercy, Director

the closure of the Yakima Mill on August 5 2006. Since this mill has decided to close it's
doors it has drastically increased the costs to American Forest Resources in transporting their
main product of Pine wood over 145 miles at a minimum up to a maximum of 245 miles
depending on the mill location and the acceptance of the product.

With the Yakima Mill shutting down the economic vitality of the logging industry has been
limited drastically. Secondarily, the area has also seen a drastic increase over the years of
residential development up the Teanaway corridor and has been slowly encroaching towards
the subject parcels.

VI SUPPORTING INFORMATION (ATTACH THE FOLLOWING)
SEE ATTACHED INFORMATION

A. SITE PLAN OF THE PROPERTY WITH THE FOLLOWING FEATURES: buildings; points of access,
ABUTTING roads, and parking areas; septic tank and drainfield and replacement area.

B. Application is hereby made for A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT to authorize the
activities described herein. | certify that | am familiar with the information contained in this
application, and that to the best of my knowledge and belief such information is true,
complete, and accurate. | further certify that | possess the authority to undertake the
proposed activities. | hereby grant to the agencies to which this application is made, the
right to enter the above-described location to inspect the proposed and or completed work.

Signature of Authorized Agent Date

M- 7, é L. éﬁ/Z‘? /cm

Signature of Land Owner of Record (required for application submittal) Date g //27/0 A

S

411 N. Ruby St., Suite 2, Ellensburg, WA 98926 Phone (509) 962-7506 Fax (5609) 962-7682
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RCW 36.70A.030: Definitions. [; Page 1 of 3
(

RCW 36.704.030
Definitions.

Uniess the context Clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in this seclion apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Adopt a comprehensive land use pian" means to enact 2 new comprehensive land use plan or io update an

existing comprehensive land use plan.

(2) "Agricultural land" means tand primarily devoted fo the commercial production of horticultural, viticultural,
flaricultural, dairy, apiary, vegetable, ar animal products or of berries, grdin, hay, straw, turf, seed, Christmas tress not
subject fo the excise tax imposed by *RCW 84.33.100 through 84.32.140, finfish in upland haicheries, or livestock, and

that has long-term commercisl significance for agricriltura produciion.

(3) "City" means any City .or town, including a code city.

4) "Comnprehensive land use fan,” "comprehensive tan," or "plan”" means 3 eneralized coordinated land use pofic
p p p p p Y

stafement of the governing body of a county or city that is adopted pursuant to this chapter. :

(5) "Critical areas" inciude the following areas and ecosystems: (a) Wetlands; (b) areas with a ciitical recharging
effect on aguifers used for potable water; (c) fish and wildiife habitat conservafion areas; (d) frequently flooded arees;

and (e) geologically hazardous areas.
(6) "Depariment” means the depariment of community, frade, and economic development.

(7) "Development regulations” or “regulation” means the controls placed on davelopment or land use aclivities by a
county or city, including, but not limited to, zoriing ordinances, critical areas ordinances, shoreline master programs,
official controls, planned unit development ordinances, subdivision ordinances, and binding site plan ordinances together
with any amendments thereto. A development regutation does not include a decision to approve a project paermit
application, as defined in RCW 36.70B.020, even though the decision may be expressed in a resoluiion or ordinance of

the legislative body of the county or city.
(8) "Forest tand" means land primarily devoted to growing trees for long-term commercial fimber production on land

me a
that can be economically and practically managed for such praduction, including Christras irees subject to the excise
tax imposed under *RCW 84.33.100 through 84.23.140, and that has long-term commercial significance. In determining

the tand to urban, suburban, and rural seftlements; (b) surrounding parcel size and the compaﬁbili'ry and intensity of
adjacent and nearby land uses; (c) long-term local economic conditions that affect the ability to manage for timber -
production; and (d) the availability of public facilities and services conducive to conversion of forest land 1o other uses.

(9) "Geologically hazardous areas” means areas that because of their suscepiibility to erosian, sfiding, earthquake, or
other geological events, are not suited to the siting of commercial, residential, or industrial development consistent with

public heatlth or safety concems.

(10) "Long-term commercial significance” includes the growing capacity, productivity, and soil composition of the land
for long-term commercial production, in consideration with the land's proximity to population areas, and the possibility of
more intense uses of the land.

(11) "Minerals" include gravel, sand, and vaiuable metallic.substances.

(12) "Public facilifies” include streets, roads, highways, sidewalks, street and road fighting systems, traffic signals,
domestic water systems, storm and sanitary sewer systems, parks and recreational facilities, and schools.

(13) "Pubiic services” include fire protection and suppression, law enforcement, public health, education, recreation,
environmental protection, and other governmential services.

(14) "Recreational land" means land so designated under RCW 36.70A. 1 701 and that, immediately prior to this
designation, was designated as agricultural land df long-term commercial significance under RCW 36.70A.170.
Recreational land must have playing fields and supporiing facilities existing before July 1, 2004, for sports played on

.

grass playing fields.

(15) "Rural character” refers to the patterns of land use and development established by a county in the rural element
of its comprehensive plan:

http://apps.leg. wa.gov/RCW/default. aspx?cite=36.70A.030 6/23/2006



RCW 36.70A.030: Definitions

(a) in which open space, the natural landscape, and vegetation predominaie over the built environment;
{b) That foster traditional rural lifestyles, rural-based economies, and opporiunities o hoth jive and wark in rural arsas;
{¢) That provide visual landscapes that are traditionally found in rural areas and communiiies;

(d) That are compatible with the use of the land by wildiife and for fish and wildiife habitat;

(&) That reduce the inappropriate conversion of undevelopad fand into sprawiing, low-density development:

(f) That generally do not require the extension of urban governmental services; and

(g) That are consistent with the protection of natural surface water fiows and ground water and surface water
recharge and discharge areas.

(17) "Rural governmental services” or “rural services” inciude those public services and public facilities historically and
typically delivered at an intensity usually found in rural areas, and may include domestic water systems, fire and poiice
protecfion services, transportation and pubiic transit services, and other public utilifies associated with rural development
and normally not associated with urban areas. Rural services do not include storm or sanitary sewers, except as

(18) "Urban growth" refers to growth that makes intensive use of land for the location of buildings, structures, and
impermeable surfaces to such a degree as to be incompatible with the primary use of land for the production of food,
other agriculiural products, or fiber, or the extraction of mineral resources, rural uses, rural development, and natural

3

urbén governmental services. "Characterized by urban growth" refers o tand having urban grc;wth located on it, orto
land iocated in relafionship to an area with urban growth on it as fo be appropriate for urban growth,

(19) "Urban growth areas” means these areas designated by a county pursuarnt to RCW 36.70A.110.

(20} "Urban governmental servicas” or "urban services" include those public services and pubiic facilities at an
intensity historically and typically provided in cifies, specifically inciuding storm and sanitary sewer systems, domestic
water systems, street cleaning services, fire and police protection services, public transit services, and other public
utilities associated with urban areas and normatlly not associated with rural areas.

(21) "Wettand" or "wetlands" means areas that are inundated or saturated by surface water or ground water at a
frequency and duration sufficient 1o support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation
typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. Wettands generally include swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar
areas. Wettands do not include those artificial wetlands intentionally created from nonwetland sites, including, but not
limited to, irrigation and drainage ditches, grass-lined swales, canals, detention faciliies, wastewater treatment faciiities,
farm ponds, and landscape amenities, or those weflands created after July 1, 1890, that were unintentionally created as
a result of the construction of a road, street, or highway. Wetands may include those artificial wetlands intenfionally
created from nonwetland areas created to mifigate conversion of wetlands.

[2005 ¢ 423 § 2: 1997 ¢ 429 § 3, 1985 ¢ 382 § 9. Prior 1994 ¢ 307 § 2, 1994 ¢ 257 § 5: 1990 1st ex.s. c 17§
3]

Nates:

“Reviser's note: RCW 84.33.100 through 84.33.118 were repealed or decodified by 2001 ¢ 249 §§ 15 and 16.
RCW 84.33.120 was repealed by 2001 ¢ 249 5 16 and by 2003c 170§ 7.

Intent - 2005 ¢ 423: "The legistature recognizes the need for playing fields and suppbrﬁng facilifies for sports
played on grass as well as the need to preserve agricultural land of long-term commercial significance. With thoughtful
and deliberate planning, and adherence to the goals and requirements of the growth management act, both needs

can be met.

http://apps.leg.Wa.govaCW/default.aspx?cite=3 6.70A.030 6/23/2006



RCW 36.70A.030: Definitions { Page 3 of 3

The legisiature acknowledges the state's inierest in preserving the agricultural indusiry and family farms, and
recognizes that the state's rich and productive iands enable agricultural production. Because of its unigue guaiities
and fimited quantities, designated agricultural tand of long-term commercial significance is best suited for agriculiural

and farm uses, not recreational uses.

The legistature acknowledges also that certain local governments have either failed or neglecied to properly plan
for population growth and the sufficient number of playing fields and supporting facififies nesded to accommodate this
growth. The legistature recognizes that citizens responded io this lack of planning, fislds, and supporting facilities by
construciing nonconforming fields and facilities on agricultural lands of long-term commercial significance. It is the
intent of the legislature to permit the continued existence and use of these fields and facilities in very fimited
circumstances if specific criteria are satisfied within a fimited time frame. it is also the intent of the legislature to grant
this authorization without diminishing the designation and preservation requirements of the growth managemeni act
pertaining to Washingion's invaluable farmiand.” [2005¢c 423§ 1]

Effective date — 2005 ¢ 423: "This act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or
safety, or suppart of the state government and its existing public insfitufions, and takes effect immadiately [May 12,

2005]." [2005 ¢ 423 § 7.]

Prospective application — 1997 ¢ 429 §§ 1-21: See nofe following RCW 38.70A.3201.
Severability ~ 1997 ¢ 429: See note following RCW 36.70A.3201.

Finding — Intent - 1294 ¢ 307: "The legistature finds that it is in the public interest fo identfify and provide long-
term conservation of those productive natural resource lands that are critical to and can be managed economically
and pracically for long-term commercial production of food, fiber, and minerats. Successful achievement of the natural
resource industries’ goal set forth in RCW 36.70A.G20 requires the conservation of a land base sufficient in size and
quality fo maintain and enhance these industries and the development and use of land use fechnigues that
discourage uses incompatible to the management of designated lands. The 1894 amendment to RCW 36.70A.030(8)
{section 2(8), chapter 307, Laws of 19984) is intended to dlarify legislative inient regarding the designation of forest
tands and is not intended o reguire every county that has already compiied with the interim forest land designaiion
requirement of RCW 36.70A.170 to review its aciions until the adoption of its comprahensive ptans and development
regutations as provided in RCW 36.70A.060(3)." [1994 ¢ 307 § 1]

Effective date —~ 1984 ¢ 257 § 5: "Secfion 5 of this act shall take effect July 1, 1994." [1884 ¢ 257 § 25

Severability ~ 1994 ¢ 257: See note following RCW 36.70A.270.

http://apps.leg.wa. gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.030 6/23/2006



Commercial forestland claims approximately half of the Kitstas county land area. A

" checkerboard patiemn of land ownerships charactarizes the County forests SEparating private and
public sectors. Public OWnership accounts for approximately sixty percent of forestland in
Kittitas County, A great majority of private forestland is OWned corporately by Boise Cascade
and by Plum Creek, ’

Forestlands represent 2 vital portion of the County econamic base providing emmployment and
Income In resource management, harvesting, fishing, hunting and recreation. The purpose of this
section and classification is to focus on the importance of sustaining forest productivity and
associated forest valnes mclnding waiershed, wildlife, mining and recreation.

Major concems in Kittitas County forest lands are the rate of timber harvest, the long term
consequences such harvesting has on a sustaining forest economy, and that amount of conversion
to non-forestry land uses foliowing the harvest. A related issue is the amount of clear cuiting
occurring on public and private lands and the potential envirommental Impacts on water quality
and guantity, flooding and soil stability, as well as aesthetic comsiderations. In addition, the
confinued subdivision of commercial forestlands for residential and other purposes represents a
potential threat to the marural resource land base and creates conflicts for forestry, wildlife and

watershed management,

To address the concerns identified above, this designation is applied to those lands which have
long-term significance for the commercial production of timber. The designation recognizes that
some other land uses and activities which do not confhict with long-term forest management are
necessary and/or appropriate on commercial forest lands. Commercival torest lands have been
‘identified by: parcel size; current lands use; tay stams as classified forest land, designated forest
lands, or forest open space; the ‘availabiﬁ‘iy of public services and facilities; land uses and long-
term commercial significance; history of land use permits issned nearby; feasibility of altemnative
uses; long-term economic and technological conditions which zffect the ability to manage forest
lands for long-term commercial production; and soil productivity, geology, topography and other
physical characteristics conductive to growing merchantable crops of timber within conventional
rotation periods and under traditional and accepted forest practices,

The intent of this plan, therefore, is to declare top priority for sustained. natural Iesource

productivity and related activities. Land use activities which are not compatible with resource

management should be discouraged within this land category.
The following policies will guide the county in land nse decisions effecting the private sector.:

GPO2.130 To conserve. forest lands for productive economic use by identifying and

designating forest lands where the principal and preferred land use 1s commercial resource

management.

GPO 2.131  Commercial forestland should be identified and designated based on Operational

factors; growing capacity; site productivity and sojl composition; surrounding land use; parcel

size; and the absence of urban public services.

Kittitas County Comprehensive Plan Volume T



GPO 2,132 The primary land use activifies in commercial forest areas are comm ercial forest
management, forest recreation, agriculture, mminsral €xtraction, sand and gravel operations and
those uses that maimtain and/or enhance the long-term management of designated commercia]
forest lands. '

GPO 2133  To discourage non-forestry development and dirsct such activities and land uses
1o areas more suited io those purposes.

GPO 2,134 ~ To encourage multiple uss-concepts of forest management of the greatest lasting
benefit to present and fiture generations.

GPO 2135 Resource activities performed in accordance With. county, state and federa] laws
should not be subject to legal actions as'public nuisances. ;

the maintenance of commercial forest lands in timber

GPO 2135 To support and encourage is
24
el 4

and current use PTOperty 12X classifications consistent with RCW 84.28, 8433 and 8434,
GP02.137 To encourage the reasonable location, size and configuration of clear cuts so 2g to
minimize their environmenta] impact and visuel effect op adjacent lands and scemic routes, and
on the County economic base. :

GPO2.138 To encourage landscape management practices in areas along streams, and
recreation travel routes, and around lakes, including that part of the scenic foreground seen from

these areas.

erative resource Mmanagement among indnsial

GP02.139 To encourage the concept of coop
Indian tribes for managing

timber landowners, environmental groups, state Tesource agencies and
the state's public and private timberlands and public resources,

GPO2.140  Land use activities within or adjacent to commercial forest land should be sited
and designed to minimize conflicts with forest management and other activities on commercial
forest lands.

GPO 2141 To explore the possibility of clustering residential developments on adjacent non-
commercial forest lands. The open space in clustered development should buffer adjacent forast

land from development.

GPO 2.142 Special development standards for access, lot size and configuration, fre
protection, forest protection, water supply, and dwelling unit location should be adopted for

development within or adjacent to commercial forest lands,

GPO2.143  Itis

management by:
2. supporting land trades that result in consolidated forest ownerships provided .that the
best interests of the public are served; and, ’ : :

the policy of the county 1o encourage the continuation of commercial forest

Kimtes County Comprehensive Plan Volume J Poge 34
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF KITTITAS
STATE OF WASHINGTON

ORDINANCE

NO. 87 /7

FOREST LANDS OF LONG-TERM COMMERCIAT SI GNIFICANCE and ADOPTION

OF ZONING CLASSTF] CATIONS WITHIN THOSE AREAS AFFECTED BY THE

Whereas,

ORDER OF INVALIDITY

due to the complexity of the issues and the extensive public record that has beeq

generated through all of the public meetings and hearings over
years, this ordinance contains seven different sections of findings,

Section I - Procedural Findings ‘

Section II - Previons Findings for Forest Lands of Long
Significance.

Section TIT- . Specific Findings for Sections Under Remand

Section IV - Findings for Specific Analysis Areas of tha

Section V - Findings for the Entire Remand Area

Section VI~ Findings for Zoning Classifications withig Remand Area

Section VIT-  Final Decision and Signatures

Attachments - Statement made by Commissioner Bil] Hinkle

Township 20, Range 14 Zoning Map

Township 20, Range 15 Zoning Map (Shaded Change)
Township 20, Range 15 Zoning Map (Official

Township 20, Range 15 Zoning Map

Ordinance 97 .

the past five (5)
as follows:

-Term Commercial

Zoning Map)



Whereszs,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Wh ereas,

Ordinance 97 -

_ SECTIONT
PROCEDURAL F INDINGS

Kittitas County opted intn the Growth Managemep; Act, RCwW 36.70A,
voluntarily on December 27, 1990, through Resolution 50-138; ang,

Kittitas County, nnder the Growth Managemen; Act, RCW 36.704, is reguired to
adopt development regulations to assure the conservation of Forest Lands of
Long-Term Commercia) Significance: and,

the Easterp Washington Growth Management Hearings Board'(“Growth Boarg”)
issned a Fing] Decision and Order dated March 28, 1997, which found the County in

designated, a showing must be made that the ‘excludeq Property is not forest Jands
or otherwise should not be so designated consistent with the GMA and the holdings
by this Board in this case.” The Growth Board alss concluded the County’s Exhibit
1 lands designation substantiaﬂy interfered with the fulfillment of GMA Planning
Goals 1-3, 5, 8-10 and 12.

the Growth Board also concluded in jts March 28, 1997 Final Decision ip Order that
the County’s Comprehensive Plan policies related to Inaster planned TESOTTS
("MPRs”) and its “forest lands” definition were inconsistent with the Act.

the County appealed the Growth Board’s March 28, 1997 Final Decision ang Order
on the designafion issue to the Kittitas County Superior Court on June 9, 1997 The
Clty of Cle Elum, the Town of Sout Cle Elum, ‘and two Expipy; | property
Iandow.ncrs, Jeld-Wen/Trendwest and Plum Creek Timber Company, also éppealed
the Growth Board's designation decision.

by letter dated June 23, 1997, the County advyised the Growth Board that s
Comprehensive Plag “forest lands” definition would pe changed, and that new MPR
policies would be adopted, as part of the County’s 1997 comprehensive plap

~

amendment process. Planning Commission review OI proposed comprehensive plan

amendments, including a new “forest lands” definition apg MPR policies, has now

been completed. The “forest lands” definitiop will 'be amended and new MPR
policies adopted by the County before the end of 1997, '

by letter dated August 14, 1997, the County advised the Growth Board thar a public
hearing in connection with the remand of the designation issue had been set for
Septernber 5, 1997, and that, upon its completion, the Counry would forward to the
Boar_d its designation decision and copies of all related information presented during

the remand process,

—



Whereas,

Whereas,
Whereag,
Whe reas,

Wh ereas,

rdinancs 97 -

the Board of County Commissioners held public hearings op September 5,
Septernber 16, September 24, October 7, October 28, November 4, and Novempbe,
10, 1997, to hear public testimony regarding the Eastern W-xh'mgton Growth
Management Hearings Board remand on Case Ng, 96-1-0017 for Forest Lands of
Long-Term Commercial Significance; and, :

the  Commissiopers held public study  sessions ip Ellensbure o October 7,
November 10, November 19, and November 20, 1997.

the Commissioners acted on the desienation i1ssve at g public hea,ring held ip
EHensburg on November 24, 1997

testimony was taken and documcntary evidence received by the Board of County
Commissioners from those persons wishing to be heard; and,

—_—



SECTION 1T - PREVIOUS FINDINGS FOR FOREST LANDS OF LONG-TERM
COMMERCIAL ST GNIFICANCE
Wh ereﬁs, the Planning Department solicited the help of a Resource Advisory Comrﬁittee to
' assist in the classification and designation process pursuvanr 1o RCW 36704 and
WAC 365.190: and '

Whereag, public hearings were held Feh. 4 through April 14, 1997 and March 23, 1993 to
' consider the classification and designatiop wiich were Tecommended tp the
Kittitas County Planning Commission; and -

Whereas, the Board of Kitritas County Commissioners approved an interm classification
. . L a r M §

and designatiop system for natural resource lands of long-term Commerciaj

Significance - Forest lands, Resolntjon 9341 on April 14, 1993, with tha

following finding: . '

. The standards and procedures set forth ip this Resolution fo be essentia] to the
Drotection of the public health, safety and general welfare of. the titizens of
Kittitas County and the adoption thereof 1o be in the public interest; and,

Whereas, The Board of Kittitas County Commissioners did On April 14, 1994 amend the
Kirtitas County Comprehensive Plan to include policies for a new land nse
designation entitled Commmercial Forest Lands (designation Was to come at a later
date) with public notice being given according to law and testimony being taken
from those Persons wishing to be heard by adoption of Resolutiop 93-42: and

'Whereas, the Board of Kittitas County Commissioners Passed Ordinapce 94-1 apd
Resolution 94-—04,‘ on January 4, 1994 designating 671,045 acres as Forest Lands
of Long-Term Commercia] Significance with a Comprehensive plan land use
designation of Commercial Forest with the following findings-of.fact:

ol 1. The Board finds RCW 36.70A.060 and 36.70A.170 fequires that 3 county that

R
Wa‘ li: ag( & Plans under the Wash_ingtgn _Gfowth Zv{anagement Aft identify Forest Lands of
5 ;jﬁ’ ¢ 18) Long—t.erm Comrmercial Significance ( lp:oreﬁst Lands™) angd adopt deve}oprnent
(@,Q\r &s regulations thar conscrYe these Lands for rorestry-related uses, ensuring that
}gu all vses within and adjacent to the Forest Lands do not interfere with the
- Q continued, aceustomed use for the production of timber, yet wij] not prohibit

- uses legally eXisting prior to their adoption.

The Board finds RCW 36.70A.170 reguires a COUNty to consider the Minimiom
Guidelines 1o Classiying and De:z’gnaring Natural Resource Iands ang
Critical Areas ("Guidelines”) authorized by RCW 36.70A.050 as a guide in
[ . complying with RCW 36.70A.060 and 36.70A.170, whijje allowing for
' regional differences thar eXist in Washington state. '

[

drdinance 87 .

—_——



3. The Board finds that consideration of the Guidelines is demonstrated ip
Counry c}msiﬁca‘don—deswﬂazion System documents, Specifically for Forest

Lands, especially draft County documents f%‘gz\gla\;siﬁ,cati}m{gite;signation dated

< draft May 29, 1991, draft May 4, 1003 and, Resolutipp 9341, twhich include
N . direct reference of (WAC 365—190—030_f EDeﬁniﬁons, (6) Foresy land, (1) )
<IN Long-term commercial Significance, (15) Natural resource lands, (20) Urban

| I3 o v . ~ y
growth, \WAC 363-19(_0—000}1~ oresr Lands Re:ources, WIICH referencas the
Washingion Department of Revenue Prvae Forest Land Grades, and the
effects of proximity to population areas and more intense nges as indicated by

 subsections (1) through (7).

4. The Board finds Kittitag County complying with RCW 36.70A.060 and
30.70A.170 by the following actions, sessions, meetings and hearings:

A, Beginning March, 1991, Kittitas County Organized gz Resource
Advisory Committee ("RAC"M), consisting of local IEpresentatives of
public and private Organizations with management responsibilities of
Interests in the namral resources; whose goal was to recommend
classiﬁcation-designation systerns and development regulations for the
Board; who held meetings on May 8 JTune 3, July 10, August 7, and
September 11, 1991; and who at the September 17 meeting determined

(]

B. Onr anuary'7, 1992 the Commission held a Session in order 1o Organize
2 Growth Management WOrK strategy op 4 weekly meeting basis and at
the Jénuary 7 session reguested the RAC reconvepe to determine
recommendations op mapping: and development regulations for
Resource Lands; and the Commission has since met On a weekly basig
regarding Growth Mzmagcment requirements..’

C. On January 29, February 5 and 12, 1992, RAC meetings were held ang
at the February 12 meeting RAC determined to send forward to the
Commission their fecommendations with conditions for classification-
designation of Resource ILapds and accompanying development
regulations; and at a February 26, 1097 meeting, the RAC determined
to transmit to the Commission thejr draft Resource Lands development

- regulations; and in such transmittal were included RAC, Planning
Department and Wash, Forestry Protection Assoc., reCommendations
regarding Resource Lands. Y.

D, On February 25, March 3, 10, 17, and 24, 1992, the Comm_ission
studied the February, 1992 fransmittal packet of feCommendations ip
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c}assifying-designating Resource Landg, including a "ODt in, opt out”
redesignation process.

E  op April 7, 1992 the Commissiop conducied fipa] review of a Resource
Lands packet consisting of classiﬁcation—designation' Sysiems ufor
Resource Lands, a draft map, and a comprehensive plap dmendment for
Forest Lands: and at the April 7, 1097 session had ap Initia] discussion
of a "Cle Elum River Property” ang whether or ot i could meet the

drafr chmsiﬁcation-designanon Criteria for Forest Lapds,

F. On April 14, 1992 the Commission held the first public hearing op the
Resource Lands packet and at thar hearing voted ¢4 Tecommend the
draft classiﬂcation—designation systems for Resource Lands (3-18-92
draft) and that it be transmitted tp Board and i Was 5o transmittad. '

H OCn April 30, 1992 the Board held i first Study session op
d&gsiﬁcation—dcsignation SYstems of Resonrce Lands as fransmitte
from the Commission. _

Comprehensjve Plan text amendment fegarding Forest Lands, and
Forest Land development regulations; it wag at this session the
Commission voted to defer decision op whether or pot the "Cle Elum
River Property” met the cIaSsiﬁcation—designation criteria for Forest
Lands unti January, 1993,

I. On May 6, 1992 the Board helg the second study session on the
clmsiﬂcation—dcsignation Systerns of Resource Lands,

K. ©On May 12, 1992 the Comnmissipp Studied Comprehensive Plan text
amendments- for Forest Lands, apg Forest Land development
Fegulations; it was at this session that the Commission vot?:d to
Iecommend -approval of the Comprehensive Plan text amendment for
Forest Lands to the Board and it was SO fransmitted.

- L On May 19, 1992 the Commissiop met on Forest Lang development
regulations. -

M. On May 19, 1997 the Board held a third study session op classiﬁcation{
designation systems of Resource Lands.
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On May 26, Jupe %, 23 and 30, 1997 the Commission met on Foregs
Land developrnent regulations in the form of a pey zoning district
entitled "Commercia] Forest." g .

On June 29, 1992 the Board scheduled Yet canceled 3 Tourth Study
session on cl&siﬁcaﬁion—de&ignation Of Resonree Lands apg no new
date was set.

On January 26, 1993 the Commissiop held a Study session op whether -
or not the "Cle Elum River Propenty” met the cl&siﬁcation-designa[ion

 criteria of Forest Lands. And op February 24, 1993 the Commission

held a public- hearing on potentia] IMEetng of the classificarion-
designation criteria of the "Cle Elum River Property" as Forest Lands:

Ca March 23 and April 13 and 14, 1993 the Board helg public hearine
on the draft cIassiﬂcation—dasignation system and policies for Foragt
Lands; and during the Apri] 14’, 1993 session adopted ap interim

'cf]&siﬁcation-designation system and comprehensive blan policies for

Forest Lands by Resolution 93-41 ang Resolution 9347

On May 4, 1963 the Commission held a meeting on the desionation
System of Forest Lands adopted by the Board, Apg on June fS, and
July 6 and 20, 1993 the Commission held - meeting on  the
cla.ssiﬁcatibn-designation countywide of Forest Lands apg’ draft
development regulations. '

On August 3, 1993 the Commission toured the "()e Elum River
Property.” Ang on August 17, 1993 the Commission held the second
public hearing on whetheror not the "Cle Elum River Property" met the
classiﬁcation~designation Criteria as Forest Lands; ang at that session
voted to recommend the ”Propeny" did not met the criteria and should
be excluded from the draft countywide designatiop Map to the Board
and it was be to so transmitted whep the Iemainder of county's
consideration of classiﬁcation-designation was complete by the

Commission.

On September 2] and 28, 1993 the Commission held a public hearing
for the purpose of considering the amendment to the Comprehensive,
Plan map op designation of Forest Lands and developmen; regulati‘ong
of those designated Forest Lands in the form of 2 pew Zoning districr:
and at the September 28 session voted to reCommend approva] of those
items to the Board and It was 5o transmitted. '




U On October 26 and November'13, 1993, the Board held sessions on the
overall County cl:’ssiﬁcaﬁon-designation of Forest” Lapds and
development regulations for those lesignated  Forast Lands a5
transmitted by the Commission. '

V. On November | and 9, 1993 the Board hejd public hcarings for the
purpose of considering the amendment to the Comprehensive Plan map
on designation of Forest Lands and development regulations in the form
of a new Zoning district entitled "Commercia] Forest" and a revised
Zoning Code map, for those designated Forest Lands.

3. The Board finds the vast majority of public testimony takep by the
Commission and Board regarding designation of Forest Lands has focused op
one specific area ip ownership by a single timber management tompany,
commonly referred to as the "Cle Elum River Property.”

The Board finds the "Cle Elum River Property" ("Property™ consists of

' approximately 7,000 o 7.500 acres located in portions of or entirely in
Sections 11, 13, 14, 15, 23, 24, and 25 of Township 20N., Range 4E, WM.,
and portions of or entirely in Sections 18, 19, 20, 28, 29, 30, 31 and 32 of
Township 20N., Range 13E., WM., under the Ownership of Plum Creek
Timber Company. '

p\

finds that the majority of public comment addressed Criteria 6 of Resolution
93-41 ( "Suitability of alternative land uses.”) as it related to the concept of a
potential master planned resort, with the Majority of the pﬁbh’c comment
Opposing such a use, and did not relate to whether of not the Property met the
overal] cl&siﬂc&tion—designation System as identified ip Resolution 9341,

8. The Board finds it should be recognized that a substaptia] amount of
information was presented to the County in connection with potentia)
designation of al] properties owned by Plum Creek Timber Company and
approximately 120,000 of Plum Creek Timber Co, Droperty is to be designated
On an interim basis as Forest Lands, - ‘

9. The Board finds appropriate land uses designations for the Property have been
considered extensively over the last two  years by numerous Individual
citizens, private citizen organizations and groups, Plum Creek Timber Co_, 3
Plum Creek Timber Co.-sponsored Citizen's Guidance Panel, private Planning
consultants, and the Commission. The Information, matenals, conclusions
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16. The Boarg finds the State Environmenta) Policy Act (SEPA) was complied
with by issuance of a completed Environrnental Checkiist ang Detcrmination
of Non-significance on March 15, 1993 regarding g DOn-project actiop by
creation of a pew Comprehensive Plan sectiog entitled "Commercig) Forest," 5
hew Zoning Code zoning district entitled "Comrnercia) Forest," apg attached
designation map depicting a draf designatiop area to which the pew plan
section and pew 20ne would apply: apgd that significant alterations have npot
becurred to the actjon, And such Ron-project actjgp Was partially adopted ip ,
Resolution 9342 (Amending the Kimitas Counry Comprehensiv, Plan
Commercial F orest Lands). And SUCh non-project action wij] pe completed
by this resolution.  State Environmenta] Policy Act Register March 15-19,
1993 identifieg such action. Ng appeals were filled to the action and it ig

17. The Board finds this is an interdm measure regarding Compliance with RCwW

=

-36‘7OA.170( 1)(b); and therefore, this desienation and dcvelop_mcnt regulation
Wil be reviewed as required by| RCW 36.7OA.060(3)1 which stateg
"...counties...shaﬂ review these desiMcm Tegulations
when adopting thejr Comprehensiya plans unde m and
imp_lcmcn';ing developrent regulations under RCH 20%nd may alter
SUCh desienarions ana gulations 1 Sisincy

10] r;w%mgmggguﬁﬁons‘ o ensurc??onsistcncy?f" Such

review will occur ag directed in the 1QQZn;Rﬁﬁlt'&’CB'ﬁ“ﬁfY“Gmaf?E Management
Work Plan.

g

18. The Board finds the interim designation Drocess Tecognizes that Kittitas
County needs to balance al] the planning goals of the Growth Management
Act identified ip RCW 36704 020, includin E
[ B, ot e oeean OID
‘;Propen‘:y rights Drofected;(8)

. A T iasaitse:
i cnhancements, andi{ 10} Protect the en

(quality of Tife” |~

[9. The Board finds the p
"Commercia] Forest®

7 "Comrmercia] Forest" wil]
County as Forest Lands, o

“COnSists of &

IVieE, and
: TatfTa 8 ncies ang private

M/fé&jentztzes (that figure being approximately Dinety Percent of aJ] State and private

timber Jands in Kittitas County overa I). Y

20. The Board finds the Commission ang Board Considered g written and oral
' [estimony. reports, exhibits and other maten’als~ presented and/or‘.su?bmhted. to
the Planning Dc’:par't.m.em_Commi-ssion and Board ip Fegards 1o Resource
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and recommendations from these individuals apd entities has beep carefully
considered by the Board.

10. The Board finds the Planning Department  ang Commission  have
recommended that the Property does not meset the cl&siﬂcntion—designation
System for Forest Lands as identified in Resolutiop 9341, by considerzng the
combined effects of proximity of the Forest Lands to bopulation areas and the
possibility of more intense uses of the land ag Indicated by the eight criterig
within Section 3.020, Resolution 9341, The Planning staff report and
Cornmission Tecommendations are based op EXtensive information and
analysis. The Board further finds that the classiﬁcation-designation system
within Resolution 93-41 is based on subjective criteria,

11, The Board finds these combined effects of Proximity to popiilation areas and
* the possibility of more intense uses, indicated by Criteria 1,2,3,4, 6and 7 of
Resolution 93-4]: the Property is proximate o population areas and
transportation corfdors (with the exception of a one-mjile wide corridor
consisting of Sec, 15, T. 20N., R. I4E, WM., and to the interim urbap
growth areas of Cle Elum and Roslyn and the proposed urban growth node of
Ronald, and to suburban and rura) settlements, along State Route 503,
Bullfrog Road, Interstate-90, and Nelson Siding, and is subject to public nse
that is incompatible with long-term comnmercial production of timber, and has
Created excessive cost in administrating these tands regarding recreatiopal
uses such as off-road vehicles and camping, which Introduce additional threat
of liability for inappropriate use, forest fire potential, garbage removal, erosion
control, and illegal cutting practices. The Board further hinds thar the
possibility of more intense uwses of portions of the Property should be
considered and ‘that other uses can, if properly planned, enhance ang protect

—the, environment and advance the Growth Management Act's planning goals,

/' RCW 36.704.020. )

12. The Board finds no development permit has been submitted for any portion of
the Property and the sole owner of the Property, Plum Creek Timber Co., has
agreed to maintain the Property under single ownership for a reasonable
planning period if the Property is not designated as Forest Lands.

I3. The Board finds interest has been demonstrated in review of a possible public
land trust regarding the Property and that the public's interest may be involved
- in such a circumstance.

14. The Board finds comprehensive planning of the Property should continue. J

5. The Board finds that review should be accomplished regarding economic
impacts  to adjoining properties as 2 result of the Property being
designated/non-designated as Forest Lands.
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