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Kittitas County
2010 Preliminary Budget Narrative

LOWER KITTITAS DISTRICT COURT

Department

Description of Departments Duties: The Lower Kittitas District Court {(LKDC) has
jurisdiction to hear and adjudicate a wide variety of civil and criminal cases.

Nine law enforcement agencies in Kittitas County file criminal charges in LKDC: the
Washington State Patrol, Kittitas County Sheriff, Department of Fish and Wildlife,
Washington State Department of Parks and Recreation, Ellensburg Police Department,
Central Washington University Police Department, Liguor Control, Department of
Natural Resources, and the Kittitas Police Department. These agencies file two classes
of criminaf charges with the LKDC. Misdemeanors carry a maximum penalty of $1,000
and/or 90 days in jail. An example of this class of crime is Driving While License
Suspended 3™ Degree. Gross misdemeanors carry a maximum penalty of $5,000
and/or one year in jail. Exampies of this class of crime are Driving While Under the
Influence of Alcohol and/or Drugs and Assault in the Fourth Deqgree. These agencies
also file civil infractions and parking tickets. Additionally, LKDC conducts preliminary
hearings in felony cases.

The LKDC hears Small Claims and has jurisdiction over matters ﬁiéd in this department
when the controversy is $5,000 or less. The Civil Department has jurisdiction up to and
including $75,000,

The LKDC staff is required by statute to assist those seeking assistance in Small Claims
cases. Instructions and forms are provided by staff and the claimant is assisted through
all points of the proceeding to final judgment.

The LKDC staff also assists petitioners seeking relief under statutes that provide for
protection from unlawful harassment as well as domestic violence, As with small
claims, instructions and forms are provided and the petitioner is assisted throughout the
process,

in 2008, 13,735 civil, criminal, and parking cases were filed with the court.
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The court is required to keep uniform records of each case fiied and the proceedings
held in each case, including an accounting for all funds received and disbursed. We are
further charged with providing information to the public within the access to court
records court rule, collecting and remitiing fines, fees, forfeitures and costs to both the
Kittitas County Treasurer and the State of Washington.

If a defendant does not speak English, the court provides interpreter services.
Currently, two empioyees of the district court speak fluent Spanish. In addition, the
LKDC uses interpreter resources available at Central Washington University and the
telephonic “Language Line” to assist with languages other than Spanish,

Department Accomplishments: Courts are the civilizing influence on society. Our
accomplishments are evident when the court performs the duties of the office impartially
and diligently, when we are patient and courteous to litigants, jurors, witnesses, and
lawyers, and when each person has had their full right to be heard according to the law.

Description of 2010 Preliminary Budget Reguest and Budget Issues:

Increases:

0124 535 61 New Phones $1600
Increase in the need to replace desk phones that have multipie lines.

0124 535 61 TV/DVD Piaver $1500
increase in the need to have a TV/DVD combination for in-court purposes.

0124 53563 Advanced Spanish Learning Software $300
Increase in the need fo have a knowledge database that our Spanish speaking staff can
refer to when needed.

01 24 53562  Minor Office Furniture $385
Increase in the need for 2 desk chairs for staff.

0124 51002  Overtime $500
increase in the need to compensate empioyees to meet workload obligations.

0124 51003  Extra Help $4000
increase in the need for extra help hours,
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Remode! Reguest $21,000

Request to install new steel door in courtroom for inmate fransfer. Details included in
Building Remodeling Request attached.
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Kittitas County
Building Remodeling Request
Budget Year 2010

Department__ [ ower Kittitas District Court-Courtroom
Building_Courthouse
Amount of Request__ $21,000
Funding Source _ General Fund
XX To be included in Capital Facilities Plan — must be over $5000.00

Description of Request: (This must include why this request is submitted, where the
request is to take place, when the project is to be completed.)

Safety Issue.

The location of the door connecting the jail with the courtroom used by jail staff to escort
prisoners into the courtroom creates unsafe circumstances for prosecutors and defense
counsel sitting at counsel tables. Currently, counsel tables are placed in the only
location available in the courtroom. Unfortunately, this location places the prosecutor
within inches of prisoners who are coming into the courtroom from the jail. The Lower
District Court proposes that a new transport door with a 12” by 12" window be created
along the east wall of the courtroom to eliminate the safety concerns raised by the
current fravel path for prisoners. In addition, installing benches (with hand cuff rings) on
the jail side of the door would allow the court to better control the number of prisoners in
the courtroom by holding some prisoners on the jail's side of the door until they are
needed in the courtroom. Finally, limiting the number of prisoners in the court room
would make it easier to control access to prisoners by members of the public who are
sitting in the courtroom:,

In April, 2008 Belsaas and Smith estimated the cost for part of this project to be
$15,200. This estimate includes sawing existing concrete, furnishing and instaliing a
steel door, frame, hardware, glass window, reframe, sheetrock and trim back at new
steel door area. This estimate does not include tax, permits, or painting. The difference
between the estimate and requested funds will pay for the tax, permit, benches, and
paint touchups.

This proposed project would begin at contractor's earliest convenience in 2010.
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