Michae] F. Cooper

Judge

Department One

THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON
COUNTY OF KITTITAS

Scott R. Sparks

Judge
Department Two

MEMORANDUM

To:

From:

Re:

Date:

Judy Pless, Budget & Finance Manager

2012 Budget Narrative

August 23, 2011

In an effort to ensure the Kittitas County Superior Court remains able to carry out its
constitutionally and statutorily mandated functions, please find attached the Preliminary Budget
for 2012. This Preliminary Budget presumes the 2012 budget will remain the same as the 2011
budget with changes in only three areas (explained below in paragraphs 4, 5, and 6).

L.

Salaries. The Washington Citizens’ Commission on Salaries for Elected Officials has
made no recommendation for salary increases. Accordingly, the Preliminary Budget
makes no allowance for salary changes.

Professional Services/Attorney fees. While defense investigator fees in one specific
homicide case have insured that we will exceed the 2011 budget in line 2154101, after
subtracting for that case it appears the amount budgeted for 2011 was accurate. Thus no
changes are requested in these categories.

Drug Court. The court proposes to continue operation of the Drug Court and to fund it
from monies from the Trial Court Improvement Account, the Drug Enforcement Reserve
Fund, and the General Fund. Another resolution similar to 2010-40 will need to be
enacted to continue this program.

Law Books. This line item has been underfunded for the last severa) years and [ 'am
recommending an increase to what was actually spent in 2010 (increase of $7,264),

Jury Meals. The court assumes nine (9) jury lunches at $12 per person for a total of
$1,296 (increase of $296).

Registration/Training. Judge Cooper’s replacement will be required to attend Judicial
College (increase of $1,800).

It is a credit to Judge Cooper that the Kittitas County superior Court’s budget has historically
been relatively accurate notwithstanding the fact that the court has no ability to determine how
many cases will be filed or which cases will go to trial. This historical accuracy has resulted in
only three changes being proposed for 2012. The court shall continue to strive for efficient,
timely and responsive justice.

Anna M. Barnaby
Court Administrator Eitensburg, Washington 98926

Kittitas County Courthouse

205 West Fifth Avenue Room 207 Fewel Smith

Court Reporter
509-962-7533
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